
CITY OF VERGAS

COUNCIL AGENDA

VERGAS EVENTS CENTER

6:30 P.M. on Thursday, March 14, 2019

(Reminder the Frazee-Vergas Forum is recording this meeting and all information discussed is public information)

Additions or Deletion to Agenda 

Council Minutes of the February 14, 2019 

Financial Report

a.
Bills Paid Between Council and Council Bills

b.
Liquor Store Bills for February 2019

c.  
Late Water/Sewer bills

Vergas Farmers Market

2018 Street Project

a. Bid 

b. Scharf Extension

Gravel Pit Interim Use Permit

Street Plowing

Vergas Rescue - City Vehicles for Emergency Calls

West Central Initiative Community Change Makers Grant Program

Long Lake Park Shelter

CDH-Vergas Fire Board Representative and Council Portfolio’s

Wine License

Vergas Long Lake Trail 

Event Center Advisory Report

Off Site Gambling Application – March 23, 2019

Planning Commission Report

Water and Sewer Meter Update

Utilities Superintendent Report

Mayors Minute

Information

Board of Appeal and Equalization, April 3, 2019 Vergas Council Chambers 1:00 – 1:30

League of MN Cities Annual Conference June 26-28, 2019 (Mayor & Council Members, Lammers) Duluth

Hazardous Waste Day July 12, 2018 (volunteers needed)

CITY OF VERGAS

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, March 14, 2019 6:30 P.M.

The City Council of Vergas met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, March 14, 2019 in Council Chambers, Event Center with the following members present:  Mayor Dean Haarstick, Council Members Julie Bruhn, Terri Smith, Sandee Stall and Logan Dahlgren. Absent: none. Also present: Clerk/Treasurer Julie Lammers, Utilities Superintendent Mike DuFrane, Scott Kolbinger of KLJ, Engineering, Barbie Porter of the Frazee-Vergas Forum, Nicole Weldon, Jill Hoffman, Tom Wollin, Rodger Palmer, Diane Hanson, Theresa Harthun, Keith Bunkowske, Shane Poss, Sheila Poss, Mitch Maneval, Kathy Wouters, Jeff Hattewick and Steve Peloquin of Peloquin Law Firm.

Mayor Dean Haarstick called the meeting to order. 

Motion by Smith, seconded by Bruhn to accept agenda with addition of Lion’s trailer, water lines and snow removal. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Smith, seconded by Stall to approve the minutes of the February 14, 2019.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Stall, seconded by Smith to approve City bills totaling $26,819.66 and Liquor Store bills totaling28,854.54.  Motion padded unanimously.

Council reviewed late water/sewer bills.

Lammers reviewed request from Sherry Marquart regarding a sign in the park for the farmers market to be held on Wednesday’s this summer.  Council requested Marquart bring sign to next month meeting with more information.

Council reviewed the 2018 street project and the bids which were opened on March 11, 2019.  Council decided to wait until the April Council meeting to accept or deny bids.  Motion by Smith, seconded by Bruhn to have a pubic hearing on Thursday, April 4, 2019 at 6:30 to discuss the assessments and street project with the citizens of Vergas.  Motion passed unanimously.

Scharf Extension was discussed.
Mark Sand and Gravel has applied for an Interim Use Permit for the gravel pit.  Shane Poss questioned if they were going to replace the dead trees and Jeff Hattlestad, Mark Sand and Gravel Representative stated they would be replacing trees every year.  Motion by Smith, seconded by Dahlgren to approve Interim Use Permit with the ability to come within compliance with the trees.  Motion passed unanimously.

Shawn Poss questioned Council on why Bennett Road is not being plowed when snow blows onto it.  Poss has called DuFrane and left messages for him but does not answer the phone or return the call.  Haarstick stated he could call him and that he is open to hear ideas about how they could keep Bennet Road open in the future.  
Cheryl Lynn Ingberg of 110 S Railway Avenue sent an email regarding snow from the city streets that has been piled up on the curb in front of her store on Railway Avenue in Vergas. It is piled so high that is impossible to have a plow open up her driveway to access the door to her building. She drove around town and there is no other business property that has a curb with that much city snow piled up. The City requested Attorney Steve Peloquin write Cheryl Ingberg a letter explain City Ordinance on removing snow and her responsibility to remove snow from the sidewalk.
Vergas EMS Chief Teresa Harthun requested the City Council change the City policy that states:  City vehicles should not be taken outside of the City limits for non-business purposes.  Council requested the streets, parks, recreation and sidewalks committee review the policy.
Rodger Palmer, representative of the Vergas Lion’s requested the City of Vergas be the fiscal agent for a Change Makers Grant with West Central Initiative.  Council reviewed information from the League of MN Cites and the City does not have authority to be a fiscal agent for this project.

The Vergas Lion’s requested permission to store a trailer on the City property to hold their supplies in.  DuFrane suggested the West Lake Street Property for the storage of the trailer.  Council asked for a policy be written up before permission could be granted.

The Vergas Community Club has requested electricity be added to the Lion’s Shelter at Long Lake.  DuFrane stated he has contacted Otter Tail Power and they will put the electricity in but an electrician would have to put in the plug ins.  Electricity will cost about$9.00 a month.  Motion by Stall, seconded by Smith to have electricity put into the Lion’s shelter at the Long Lake park with the Vergas Community Club paying for the installment of the electrical units.  Motion passed unanimously.
Motion by Stall, seconded by Smith to remove Dahlgren as the CDH-Vergas Fire Board Representative due to him becoming a fireman and have Bruhn be the City representative and to move Dahlgren to the Event Center committee and Bruhn to the Liquor Store Committee on the 2019 Council portfolios.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Lammers provided information on adding wine licenses to the City of Vergas.  Motion by Smith, seconded by Bruhn to allow wine licenses in Vergas.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Dahlgren, seconded by Stall to charge $300.00 a year for a wine license.  Motion passed unanimously.  

Lammers reviewed Long Lake trail plans.
Bruhn reviewed Event Center Advisory report.  
Motion by Smith, secondee by Bruhn to accept resolution 2019-004 (a complete text of the resolution is part of permanent public record in the City Clerk’s office) a resolution allowing Off Site Gambling to Turn In Poachers.  Motion passed unanimously.

Bruhn reviewed planning commission report. 
A few residents are concerned about frozen water lines due to frost leaving the ground. We are encouraging residents to test their water temperature and if below 38 degrees to let the water run.  
Lammers reviewed water and sewer meter program purchased in December.  The system has been received, we are now able to begin putting meters in homes.  No meters were read in March and many citizens are concerned about their meters not being read for two months.  Once we have radio read meters in homes we will not have this issue again.
DuFrane discussed issues with the lift station located on the end of Scharf Avenue.
Haarstick discussed Mayors conference held in Fergus Falls and the Experienced Officials Conference put on by the League of MN Cities.  

The business for which the meeting was called having been completed, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
Clerk-Treasurer Julie Lammers, CMC


