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Vergas Parks Advisory Board 
7.25.2024 Minutes 

3:00 p.m. 
Government Services Center 

1. Members Present: Maggie Puetz, Steph Hogan, Sherri Hanson, Tony Sailer, Chuck 
Hanson, Dean Haarstick.  

2. Others Present: Shannon Charpentier, Julie Lammers, Mike DuFrane 
3. Additions or Deletions to Agenda  

Permitting at Beach 
Painting of the Loon 

4. June Minutes were approved with a motion by C. Hanson/Second by Sailer. Motion passed 
unanimously. 

5. Status of Recommendation of City Council: 
      A. Stay totally off in field due to reseeding. 

B. No decision has been made to name the field. Sailer suggests multiple name 
recognition boards.  

C. S. Hanson to contact Joe & Tami Seifert regarding stage setup for Hairyman. 
6. Pickleball Committee: The maintenance is done and the repairs are working. Busy 

Summer. Raffle is underway. 1st Annual Pickleball Tournament is during Looney Days. 
Thursday 1 – 3 and 3 – 9. Sign up August 1st. 

7. Baseball Committee: Waterlines are broken 
A. The field & 30 feet have already been replaced by DuFrane & Engebretson. Outfield 

assumed to be ok. 
8. Water Ski Team: No updates. They are happy with the space.  
9. Long lake Park Master Plan: Raffle under way. $20,00.00 of $180,000.00 raised. 

A. Dufrane & Puetz to sell 50/50 tickets at Long Lake Park Friday of Looney Days. 
10. Swim Lessons: Looking for new certified instructors. People are not happy with instructor or 

assistant. New next year. 
11. Budget: $1,500.00 for new ag line and $1,500.00 for mulch at playground. Proposed budget 

from Park Board to be taken to City Council by Lammers. 
12. Buoys: Need to be 150’ out and 150’ wide, 3 Beach, 3 Pontoon side, 2 Pier side. S. Hanson 

to contact Howard Elijah for Loon repainting 
13. Next meeting is August 22nd at 3 pm at the Government Services Center. 
14. Adjournment 4:05 pm. with a motion by C. Hanson 1st, Hogan 2nd. 

Written and submitted by Maggie Puetz 
 Typed by Ronola Richards 
 
Follow-Up Actions: 

1. S. Hanson to contact Joe & Tami Seifter regarding Hairyman setup. 
2. S. Hanson to contact Howard Elijah to paint Loon. 
3. Research swimming instructors for 2025. 

 
Council Recommendations:  

1. Present proposed budget to Council. 
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2024 Site Inspection – City of Vergas 

 

July 31, 2024 

The native planting has excellent native establishment and diversity. However, 
maintenance is necessary to control weeds. This document will include photos, names, 
and control methods for each weed species.  
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We observed a mowed area within the native planting, outlined above and identified 
by the dark green erosion matting visible in the photo. It's important to note that mowing, 
as shown here, can disrupt the establishment of native plants, potentially leading to their 
eradication. This mowing practice would not align with the terms of the cost-share 
contract.  

Mowing can be a management technique for weed control on native plantings; 
however, this area is cut too short for weed management. We recommend maintaining 8" 
on weedy areas, if necessary, so that the establishing native seeds and plugs are not killed. 
The native planting area should not otherwise be regularly mowed as lawn grass. 

 

Maintenance suggestions: 

Many of the weeds present are beginning to produce seed, addressing their removal 
as soon as possible is recommended to contain their spread. It’s always best to remove 
weeds and their roots. Cutting at the base and removing them from the area can also 
prevent seed distribution.  

Crown vetch spreads underground via rhizomes, making it nearly impossible to pull 
out with the roots. It may be effective to find where the plant is rooted and spot treat with 
an aquatic friendly herbicide, careful to avoid herbicide drifting onto native species in the 
planting. Vetch is very aggressive and will require ongoing observation and maintenance to 
contain.  

 
Page 9 of 20



 

 

 

 

Spotted Knapweed – Noxious weed, should be eradicated. Can be pulled by hand 
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Thistles – various species, should be eradicated. Pull or cut and remove 
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Common mullen - Easy to hand pull 

  

Crown vetch 

Can be very invasive. We have seen several plantings choked out by vetch. It spreads via 
rhizomes so is challenging to pull out roots. Likely needs spot treatment with herbicide. 
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Sweet clover - Yellow and white flowers. Easy to hand pull 

 

Absinthe Wormwood – White/green/ashy sage colored, very aromatic leaves. Pull by hand Page 13 of 20



 

 

 

 

  

Prickly lettuce – Easy to pull by hand 
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 2023 Budget

Income & 
Expenses  
12/31/23 2024 Budget

Income & 
Expenses 
08/19/24 2025 Proposed Budget

Income: City Taxes (Approved by Council) 91,135.00 86,345.00 86,345.00 124,840.00
Miscellaneous Donations 20.00 0.00 0.00

  Marion Dahlgren Memorial moved to 2024 2,520.00 2,520.00 0.00

  Greg Dahlgren Memorial moved to 2024 250.00 250.00 0.00

Swing Set Donation moved to 2024 289.86 289.86 0.00
Land Dedication Fee 0.00 0.00 0.00
Swimming Lesson Donation (Lion's) 0.00 240.00 *used for swimming lessons 240.00

Loon Art for the Park Event moved to 2024 4,035.14 4,035.14 0.00
Baseball Field mound covers (VCC) 1,500.00 *used for ballfield 0.00

Baseball Field Upkeep (VCC) moved to 2024 1,500.00 1,500.00 1,500.00 *used for ballfield 0.00

Total Income $99,750.00 $94,940.00 $89,585.00 $125,080.00
Expenses: Wages and Salaries (100) 22,760.00 21,183.07 25,530.00 15,411.44 26,295.00

Employer Cont./Soc.Sec/PERA. (122) 12,465.00 9,616.31 12,465.00 6,351.34 12,840.00
Employee Insurance (131) 6,000.00 4,125.72 6,000.00 2,179.95 4,200.00
Workers Compensation 900.00 2,326.00 900.00 0.00 2,400.00
Office Supplies (200) 100.00 68.22 100.00 488.41 350.00
Operating Supplies (210) 7,500.00 4,579.53 7,000.00 4,547.10 7,000.00
Repair & Maint. Supplies (220) 5,000.00 1,382.72 2,000.00 392.82 2,000.00
Engineering 2,500.00 6,830.00 5,000.00 240.00 5,000.00
Telephone 375.00 375.00 375.00 268.75 375.00
Travel, Mtgs, & Schools 300.00 20.00 20.00 20.00 20.00
Employee Clothing Allowance(245) 250.00 0.00 100.00 0.00 100.00
Licenses/Permits 360.00 35.00 360.00 35.00 360.00
Insurance (360) 5,000.00 2,371.00 5,000.00 2,719.00 3,000.00
Utility Services (380) 3,000.00 2,839.29 3,500.00 2,847.45 4,000.00

Rubbish Service (384) 2,400.00 2,651.90 2,600.00 2,264.88
Council approved 10 extra 
Garbage cans 3,200.00

Repair & Maintenance Service(400) 3,000.00 4,604.61 3,000.00 3,031.67 3,000.00
City Share/Assessments (440) 975.00 927.96 990.00 350.58 700.00

Improvements (530) 18,000.00 27,334.96 20,000.00 0.00

Long Lake Park, Riding lawn 
mower scheduled to be replaced 
in 2026 for a cost of $13,000.00 50,000.00

Pickup 1/3, 
scheduled replace 
2038, cost $50,000

Refunds & Reimbursements 250.00 19,490.86 0.00 3,381.96 Used $3,000 donation 240

Total Expenses $91,135.00 $110,762.15 $94,940.00 $44,530.35 $125,080.00
Total for Parks ($19,607.15) $0.00 $45,054.65
Savings Accounts for the Park (need Council Approval to spend)

Money Market Account $20,788.76
West Central Initiative (bathhouse funds) 21,436.21 We have  received the $1,595.00 from the 50/50 raffle since the last meeting. 
     Total $42,224.97
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