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CITY OF VERGAS PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
Monday, June 24, 2024 

6:00 pm  
Vergas Government Services Building and Zoom 

A City of Vergas Planning Commission meeting was held on Monday, June 24, 2024, in a hybrid meeting at the Government 
Services Center and on zoom with the following members present: Bruce Albright, Shane Hasse, Rebecca Hasse and Alex Ohman. 
Absent: Jim Courneya. Also present: Clerk-Treasurer Julie Lammers and Utilities Superintendent Mike DuFrane; and citizens 
Brandon Brusven, Cindy Hurt and Jessica Lorz, . 

Call to Order 
Chairman Bruce Albright called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. 

Agenda Additions and Deletions 
Approved agenda with following addition:2 construction permits. 

Minutes 
Motion by Ohman, seconded by R. Hasse to approve minutes for May 20 and June 11 2024. Motion passed unanimously. 

Status of Council Recommendations 
Albright informed the Planning Commission that the council approved the interim use permit for mark sand and gravel and the 
gravel pit report provided by Widseth Engineering. The council asked the Planning Commission to review the construction permit 
fee for commercial businesses. They did not feel that $1000 was justifiable as a penalty for commercial businesses. Questioned 
why commercial businesses should have a higher fee than residential. Neighboring Cities only charge a double permit fee for not 
getting a permit. Commissioners asked Albright to find out how seriously to proceed with permits. Does Council want them to take 
permits seriously? R. Hasse stated she feels educated about what needs to have permits. Albright informed commissioners that 
Otter Tail County has a $2,500 fee if permits are not applied for before work begins. Albright stated the Mayor or himself may 
need to write an article for the newsletter on when you need a permit.  

New Business 
Commissioners discussed camping ordinance regarding a camper on the property on Pelican Ave. by Loon Lake parcel 
820005000027009. City of Vergas recreational camping requires an annual license to be purchased. Commissioners requested the 
property owner to apply for a camping permit and for it to be issued for the camper located on property by Loon Lake. Motion by 
Ohman, seconded by R. Hasse to approve camping permit in accordance with the 2016 ordinance. Motion passed unanimously. 
Commissioners asked Lammers to add a camping permit fee to the 2025 Vergas fee schedule. 
Commissioners had no recommendations for the League of Minnesota Cities cannabis actions for the City of Vergas. 
Commissioners stated according to our current ordinance’s cannabis can be sold in any commercial district building. 
Commissioners feel it is the council’s responsibility to decide how many licenses should be issued. 

Old Business: 
Ordinances 
Commissioners decided to review ordinances after tonight's meetings. 

Lake Shore Management Ordinance 
Albright and Lammers have met with Otter Tail County regarding the Lakeshore management ordinance. Lammers is working on 
a document updating our Lakeshore management ordinance and will have it for the Planning Commission at the August meeting. 
Motion by Ohman seconded by R. Hasse to hold a public hearing on August 26th at 6:00 PM at the Vergas Event Center regarding 
adopting the dated Lakeshore management ordinance. Motion passed unanimously. Requested Lammers to invite Otter Tail 
County Land and Resource Management team to the meeting.   

Nuisance Properties within Vergas 
Commissioners asked Lammers to provide chicken ordinances from other cities at the next meeting. We have one nuisance 
property with three vehicles which do not have current plates. City employees were unable to check plates before the meeting but 
will get the information for next month's meeting. 

Vergas Zoning Map 
This is a work in progress. Commissioners asked Lammers to invite the EDA to the August meeting to discuss the Vergas zoning 
map. 
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2024 Planning Commission Budget 
Discussed 2025 budget and commissioners asked Lammers to budget for 14 meetings in 2025. 

Construction Permits 
Dufrane questioned Keith Bunkowskes' permit regarding MPCA. During the last storm the mud basin was going into the water. 
Commissioners asked Lammers to contact MPCA to check on status and what could be done to stop drainage into Long Lake. 
DuFrane is concerned about the city lift station. 

Permits needing approval. 
Motion by Ohman, seconded by S. Hasse to approve steps, addition to garage and railing at 306 E Frazee Avenue, once 
impervious surface is confirmed. Motion passed unanimously. 

Motion by R. Hasse seconded by Ohman to approve a permit for 280 1st Ave. South to install garden fence, addition to existing 
deck, shingling garage and installing gutters on house. Motion passed unanimously 

Motion by R. Hasse seconded by Ohman to approve permit at 207 W Main St., after confirming setbacks and impervious surface. 
Motion passed unanimously 

Grade and Fill Permits 
Motion by Ohman, seconded by S. Hasse to approve the grade and fill permit for Lawrence Lake second edition, lot three, block 
one. Motion passed unanimously. 

Active Construction Permits 
Albright and Courneya will meet to update closed permits for both grade and fill and construction permits. 

Adjournment 
Motion by Ohman, seconded by S. Hasse to adjourn at 7:35 pm. Motion passed unanimously. The committee went on to discuss 
ordinance changes. 

Secretary, 

Julie Lammers, CMC 
Vergas City Clerk-Treasurer 

Follow Up Actions: 
Public Hearing Notices, Newsletter, Frazee-Vergas Forum and send letters. 
Albright and Courneya update grade and fill and construction permit spreadsheets regarding closed permits. 

Council recommendations:  
Request Council state how seriously they want the planning commission to take construction permits. 
Lake Shore Management Ordinance. 
Vergas Basic Code updates. 
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                                                                                                              2024 Construction Permits - Vergas MN

Permit 
No Issue Date Parcel Number Name Address Description

Date 
Closed

021-004-23- 4/13/2021 82000990269000 Brian & Brenda Tangen 1060 E. Scharf Ave, Vergas Do shoreline work, remove stumps, trees & clean up, riprap
2022-026-24 7/20/2022 82000990170000 Ben Lankow 339 E Frazee Ave. Vergas Repiar shingles & trim   10/17/23: EXTEND TO 7/20/2024
2022-033-24 8/8/2022 82000500009000 Frank Vana 606 E Frazee Ave, Vergas Repair roofing - entry way        EXTEND TO 8/8/2024
2022-039-24 9/8/2022 82000500188000 Ryan Weibye 1156 Frazee Ave., Vergas Add patio & hot tub concrete Extended to 9.8.24

2023-002 2/27/2023 82000990121000 Anthony Boyd 361 S. Unit Ave. , Vergas Remove 1 shed, move to slab of current shed, build garage 17-Apr
2023-003 2./27/2023 82000990075000 Dean Haarstick 131 E. Linden St., Vergas Install-replace windows, repair-replace roof as needed 5.22.24
2023-004 2/27/2023 82000990164000 City of Vergas 230 Frazee Ave., Vergas Build gazebo-Veterans Memorial site 5.22.24
2023-005 4/24/2023 82000500037008 Keith Bunkowske 202 S. Town Line RD, Verghas Repair 7 windows & siding house
2023-009 5/22/2023 82000990076000 Noah Olds 101 E. Linden Ave., Vergas Do a complete remodel-New windows, siding, facia,sofit. 5.22.24

Remove addition & replace with deck
2023-011 6/26/2023 82000500012002 Key Stone Storage & Rent  235 S Frazee Ave., Vergas Remodeling windows, siding,all doors, deck in back, staicase,ceiling, 

sewer pipes and 2 signs
2023-013 6/14/2023 8200099026900 Brian & Brenda Tangen 1060 E. Scharf Ave, Vergas Do shoreline work, remove stumps,a couple of trees & clean up area; 5.22.24

also add rip rap to shoreline 
2023-015 7/242023 82000500037002 Elissa Novotny 840 E. Scharf Ave., Vergas Riprap shoreline140', 6" - 24", repairing rock. Approx 3'- 4' of riprap 5.22.24
2023-020 8/28/2023 82000990239000 Randy Schrupp 291 Bennett RD., Vergas Concrete slab behind house-walkout
2023-023 9/25/2023 82000990305000 Josh Hanson 491 Glenn ST.,Vergas Build 40' x 56' house w/walkout, 2 car garage 5.22.24
2023-025 9/12/2023 82000500003000 Brett Alger 306 1st Ave. N., Vergas Install new shingles & doors 5.22.24
2023-032 10/23/2023 82000500010001 Aaron Johnson 411 W. Lake ST., Vergas Fix signs, concrete in existing garage, garage door, sidewalk, 5.22.24
2023-033 10/23/2023 82000500038000 John Thiessen 860 E. Scharf Ave., Vergas Replace deck in same spot 5.22.24
2023-034 10/23/2023 82000990265000 Terry & Julie Karger 1035 E. Scharf Ave., Vergas Building new home and attached garage

PENDING 82000990228000 Michael Rosendahl 96 Park View DR Alter, add fill to lot
2024-001 1/10/2024 82000990148000 Jeff Hanson 451 Pelican Ave., Vergas Repair shingles, siding, and home repair 
2024-002 one 3' x 3' window in house, new front door
2024-003 3/18/2024 82000500038000 John Thiessen 860 E. Scharf Ave., Vergas Repair, Re-roofing 5.22.24
2024-004 4/1/2024 82000990303000 Paul & Deb Sonnenberg 511 Glenn ST., Vergas Build house
2024-005 3/25/2024 82000500035001 Mike Baumgart 520 S. Pelican Ave., Vergas Install basketball court, finish deck project
2024-006 4/4/2024 82000990116001 City of Vergas/Vergas Lions 144 W. Pelican Ave., Vergas Replace sign with new sign - Peterson Park
2024-007 4/8/2024 82000500012006 Summers Construction 100 S. Railway Ave., Vergas Install  concrete slab apron in fron of overhead doors 4.22.24
2024-008 3/14/2024 82000500010000 Sandra Grow 401 W. Lake ST., Vergas Build concrete steps, small greenhouse (raised bed) garden w/plastic top, 
2024-009 4/22/2024 82000500037005 Donald Allmaras 816 Scharf Ave., vergas Rebuild existing cabin in same footprint as existing cabin
2024-010 4/26/2024 82000990059001 Brianna Alley 140 E. Main St., Vergas Install sign 5.22.24
2024-011 5/20/2024 82000990173000 Charles Boehm 116 Park View Dr., Vergas Install riprap
2024-012 5/20/2024 82000990044000 Carl Hoffmann 106 E. Elm St., Vergas Demolish, remove addition & install new
2024-013 5/20/2024 82000990314000 JRMH Holdings Lot 7, Block 1, 2nd Add.,Vergas Install culvert & build pad
2024-014 5/20/2024 82000990176000 Matthew Lachowitzer 110 Park View DR., Vergas Build 6' x 12' storage shed
2024-015 5/20/2024 82000990096000 Lakes Community Coop 101 1st Ave. N. Vergas Remodel as stated on Const. Permit
2024-016 5/20/2024 82000990226000 Jeff Laney 92 Park view DR, Vergas Build pergola & do riprap
2024-017 Keith Kuehn
2024-018 6/11/2024 82000990315000 JRMH Holdings BD Glenn ST/Lot 8, Block 1, 2nd ADInstall culvert
2024-019 6/11/2024 8200990264000 Elaine Palmer 1025 E. Scharf Ave., Vergas Repair waterproofing foundation
2024-020 6/24/2024 82000990109000 Katie Galbrecht(McCorquo 202 W. Main ST, Vergas Alter shed from tarp to metal
2024-021 6/24/2024 82000990078000 Matt Engebretson 280 1ST AVE. S., Vergas Install garden fence,add to existing deck, reshingle garage, install gutters on house
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ORDINANCE NO: 615 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 151: ZONING, OF THE PARK RAPIDS 

CITY CODE 

 

The City Council of the City of Park Rapids does ordain that (new material is underlined; 

deleted material is lined out; sections which are not proposed to be amended are omitted; and 

sections which are only proposed to be re-numbered are only set forth below as to their number 

and title): 

 

SECTION 1. Park Rapids Code, Chapter 151.115: Accessory Uses and Structures, is 

deleted in its entirety and hereby amended as follows:  

 

§ 151.115  ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES. 

(A) All accessory structures shall comply with the following standards:  

(1) No building permit for an accessory structure shall be issued prior to issuance 

of a building permit for the principal building to which it is accessory, except 

one accessory structure with a footprint not exceeding one-hundred-twenty 

(120) square feet and not on a permanent foundation may be permitted and 

constructed prior to the permitting of the principal building. 

(2) All accessory buildings attached to the principal building on a lot, shall be 

made structurally a part thereof and shall comply in all respects with the 

requirements of this chapter applicable to the principal building. 

(3) No accessory structure incidental to a dwelling shall exceed 3,000 square feet, 

without a conditional use permit. 

(4) Accessory structures attached to a dwelling shall have a minimum roof pitch 

of 6/12, except as allowed by a conditional use permit. 

(5) No additions shall be allowed to nonconforming accessory structures. 

 

(B) Accessory structures and uses in residential districts shall comply with the 

following standards, in addition to those in (A): 

(1) Private garages on residential properties are intended for the storage of private 

passenger vehicles of the family resident upon the premises; in which no 

business, service, or industry is carried on. An exception is made for home 

occupations that meet the requirements of § 151.146. 

(2) All detached accessory buildings shall be located in the side or rear yards. 

(3) The maximum footprint of a detached accessory structure shall be based on 

the following lot to accessory building footprint ratio: for every ten (10) 

square feet of lot, one (1) square foot of accessory building footprint is 

allowed. 

(4) The maximum footprint of an accessory structure attached to a dwelling shall 

not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the combined footprint of the 

accessory structure and dwelling (decks, porches, and other non-enclosed 

spaces shall not count towards the calculation of combined footprint), except 

as allowed by a conditional use permit. 

(5) If the footprint of an accessory structure attached to a dwelling exceeds sixty 

(60) percent of the combined footprint of the accessory structure and dwelling 

(decks, porches, and other non-enclosed spaces shall not count towards the 

calculation of combined footprint) the following additional standards shall 
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apply to the entire combined structure, except as allowed by a conditional use 

permit: 

a. Each wall of the combined structure must contain at least one egress 

window for every fifteen (15) full feet of the wall’s length. 

b. The combined structure must use consistent architectural features such 

as, but not limited to, wainscoting, board and batten for portions of the 

wall, two-tone color schemes, residential design garage doors or other 

similar features throughout that ensure visual cohesiveness with the 

residential character of the area.  

c. Roof eaves must extend at least eighteen (18) inches beyond the two 

longest walls of the building and twelve (12) inches beyond other 

walls.  

 

(C) Accessory structures and uses in business and industrial districts shall comply 

with the following standards: 

(1) Accessory structures and uses may occupy any of the ground areas which the 

principal building is permitted to occupy, except as provided herein. 

(2) Buildings for parking attendants, gate houses, transformer buildings, and other 

similarly used accessory structures may be located anywhere in the front or 

side yard in Districts I-1 and B-1 with no setback requirement except that they 

shall not be located within the sight triangle at road intersections. 

(3) Parking of automobiles and other motor vehicles is permitted in the front and 

side yards in Districts I-1 and B-1 provided a greenbelt of eight (8) feet in 

width and the entire length of the area used for parking (except for where 

driveway approaches are located) is installed. 

 

SECTION 2. Park Rapids Code, Chapter 151.147: Standards for Single-Family 

Dwellings, is hereby amended as follows:  

 

§ 151.147  STANDARDS FOR SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS. 

   The following standards apply to all single-family dwelling units, unless specifically 

exempted. 

   (A)   All single-family dwellings shall have a minimum floor area of 800 square feet on 

the main level. Attached garages, decks, porches, and other non-habitable spaces shall not 

count towards the 800 square foot minimum. 

   (B)   All single-family dwelling units, except mobile homes in mobile home parks, shall 

be attached to a permanent foundation with frost protection as per state building code. 

   (C)   All single-family dwelling units, except mobile homes in mobile home parks, shall 

have a minimum width of 20 feet and meet current all applicable ordinances, laws, and 

building codes. 

    

SECTION 3. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage and publication.  
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Passed by the City Council of the City of Park Rapids, Minnesota, this 14th day of June 2022. 

 

        

 

_____________________________ 

       Mayor Ryan Leckner 

 (SEAL) 

       Attest: 

 

 

_____________________________ 

Beret Ramstad Skoyles 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

First Reading: The 24th day of May 2022. 

Second Reading: The 14th day of June 2022. 

Published: The 22nd day of June 2022. 
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82000990170000 Ben Lankow

339 E Frazee 

Ave Garbage 10.23.2023 10.16.2023 10.27.2023

Attorney Sent 

letter 92.16

82000990120000 Cliff Moe 101 E Mill St Dogs, kennel 4.22.2024 7.17.2024 92.16E, 91.13

82000990120000 Cliff Moe 101 E Mill St Chickens 6.1162024 7.17.2024 91.04
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ORDINANCE #92 

AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS WITHIN  

THE CITY LIMITS OF UNDERWOOD MINNESOTA 

 

It is recognized that the ability to cultivate one’s own food is a sustainable activity that can also be a 

rewarding pastime.  Therefore, the purposed and intent of this ordinance to permit the keeping and 

maintenance of chicken hens for residential egg and meat sources in a clean and sanitary manner that is 

not a nuisance to or detrimental to the public health, safety, and welfare of the community. 

 

SECTION 1 DEFINITIONS 

 The purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 

indicates or requires a different meaning. 

a. CHICKEN means a female chicken or hen. 

b. AT LARGE means a chicken out of its chicken run, off the premises or not under the 

custody and control of the owner. 

c. CHICKEN COOP means a structure for housing chickens made of wood or other similar 

materials that provides shelter from the elements. 

d. CHICKEN RUN means an enclosed outside yard for keeping chickens. 

e. PERSON means the resident, property owner, custodian, or keeper of any chicken. 

f. PREMISES means any platted lot or group of contiguous lots, parcels or tracts of land and 

is located within the city.  

 

SECTION 2 PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

 No person shall own, keep, harbor, or have custody of any live chickens without first 

obtaining a permit from the city, subject to the following conditions: 

a. The keeping of any poultry besides chickens is prohibited. 

b. Roosters are prohibited. 

c. No more than 10 chickens shall be housed or kept on any one residential lot in any area 

of the city deemed residential. 

d.  Chickens shall only be allowed on single family home lots.  

e. Outdoor slaughtering of chickens in city limits is prohibited. 

f. Chicken fighting shall not be allowed within city limits. 

g. Chickens shall not be housed in a residential house or an attached or detached garage. 

h. Must have a signed and dated consent form from adjacent properties to be included with 

permit application. 

i. Chickens must be confined at all times in a chicken coop or chicken run.  Chicken coops 

and runs shall comply with the following requirements: 

i. Chicken coops must not exceed 50 square feet or six (6) feet in height and must 

provide at least 4 square feet per chicken.  Coops may be elevated with a clear 

open space of up to twenty-four (24) inches between the ground and the floor or 

framing of the coop.  The coops floor, foundations and footings must be 

constructed to make the coop rodent resistant.  

ii. Located in the side or rear yard. 

iii. Meet the structure setback of twenty-five (25) feet from any residential dwelling 

on any adjacent lot and at least ten (10) feet from the property lines. 
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iv. Construction shall be adequate to prevent access by rodents and predators. 

v. Chicken runs must not exceed 10 square feet per chicken and six (6) feet in height 

and must be enclosed with wood or woven wire. 

vi. All chicken coops and runs shall be screened with a solid fence or landscaped 

buffer with a minimum height of four (4) feet, maximum height of (6) feet. 

vii. All premises on which chickens are kept or maintained shall be kept clean from 

filth, garbage, and any substances which attract rodents.  The coop and its 

surrounds must be cleaned frequently enough to control odor. Manure shall not 

be allowed to accumulate in a way that causes an unsanitary condition or causes 

odors detectible on another property. 

viii. All food shall be stored in an enclosed rodent proof container. 

ix. Dead chickens shall be disposed of according to the Minnesota Board of Animal 

Health rules, which require chicken carcasses to be disposed of as soon as 

possible after death, usually within forty-eight (48) to seventy-two (72) hours.  

Legal forms of chicken carcass disposal include offsite burial, offsite incineration 

or rendering or offsite composting. 

 

SECTION 3 CONDITIONS AND INSPECTION 

   

No person who owns, controls, keeps, maintains, or harbors chickens shall permit the premises 

where the chickens are kept to be or remain in an unhealthy, unsanitary or noxious condition or 

to permit the premises to be in such condition that noxious odors are carried to adjacent public 

or private property.  Any chicken coop or chicken run authorized by permit under this section may 

be inspected at any reasonable time by the designated Animal Control Officer, Law Enforcement 

Officer or other agent of the City.  A person who has been issued a permit shall submit it for 

examination upon demand by the Animal Control Officer, Law Enforcement Officer or other agent 

of the City.  Slaughter and breeding of chickens on any premises within the City is prohibited. 

 

SECTION 4 PRIVATE RESTRICTIONS AND COVENANTS ON PROPERTY 

 

Notwithstanding the issuance of a permit by the City, private restrictions and/or covenants on the 

use of property shall remain enforceable and take precedence over a permit.  Private restrictions 

include but are not limited to deed restrictions, condominium master deed restrictions, 

neighborhood association by-laws, covenant declarations and deed restrictions.  A permit issued 

to a person whose premises are subject to private restrictions and/or covenants that prohibit the 

keeping of chickens is void.  The interpretation and enforcement of the private restriction is the 

sole responsibility of the private parties involved. 

 

SECTION 5 REFUSAL TO GRANT OR RENEW PERMIT 

 

The Administrator-Clerk may refuse to grant or renew a permit to keep or maintain chickens for 

failure to comply with the provisions of this section, submitting an inaccurate or incomplete 

application, if the conditions of the permit are not met, if the nuisance condition is created, or if 

the public health and safety would be unreasonably endangered by the granting or renewing of 

such permit. 
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SECTION 6 FOWL/POULTRY 

 

 Possession of fowl, with the exception of chickens, is prohibited within city limits. 

 

SECTION 7 PERMIT APPLICATIONS 

 

Permits may be obtained from the City Clerk’s office.  All sections must be complete and accurate, 

including but not limited to a diagram indicating pen dimensions and location, including setback 

distance from adjoining structures and property lines. 

 

SECTION 8 PENALTY 

  

 Failure to comply with these conditions may result in the removal of all chickens from the 

premises to include the revocation of the permit. 

  

a. Any person whose permit is revoked shall, within ten (10) days thereafter, humanly dispose 

of all chickens being owned, kept or harbored by such person 

b. Any person violating any conditions of this permit shall reimburse the city for all costs borne 

by the city to enforce the conditions of the permit. 

 

This ordinance will amend ordinance #72, 1A to read poultry except chickens as defined in section 1.  

2A would be amended to include except chickens as defined in section 1. 

 

EFFECTIVE DATE. This ordinance shall take effect upon its summary publication in the City’s official 

newspaper.  Said publication shall read as follows:  

 

Pursuant to Minnesota Statue Section 412.191, Subd 4, the City Council for the City of 

Underwood authorizes the publication of the Title & Summary of the following ordinance.  A copy of the 

full ordinance is available for inspection during regular hours at the City Clerk’s Office located at 120 

Main Street South, Underwood, MN. 

ORDINANCE #92 

Title: REGULATING THE KEEPNG OF CHICKENS WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF UNERWOOD MINNESOTA. 

Summary: Ordinance #92 allowing the keeping of chickens in areas deemed residential, subject to 

specific conditions.  

 

Passed and adopted by the City Council of the City of Underwood this 10th day of April, 2023. 

 

____________________________  __________________________________ 

Anna Kiser     Judy Everett  

Mayor      City Clerk/Treasurer  

 

A council approved summary of this ordinance was published in the Battle Lake Review on the date 
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§ 90.13 FARM ANIMALS. 

   (A)   No person shall keep, maintain, or harbor farm animals other than farm poultry 
within the city. 

   (B)   Farm poultry shall only be kept in an agricultural district of the city, or on one 
residential lot (single parcel) of at least 20 acres in size provided that no animal shelter 
shall be within 300 feet of an adjoining piece of property. An exception shall be made to 
this section for those animals brought into the city as part of an operating zoo, 
veterinarian clinic, scientific research laboratory, or a licensed show or exhibition. No 
more than ten chickens may be kept, maintained, or harbored per permit and only one 
permit may be issued per parcel. 

   (C)   It is unlawful for any person to keep, harbor, maintain, possess, or otherwise 
control any chicken within the city without a permit issued by the city. 

   (D)   An application for a permit hereunder shall be filed with the City Clerk/Treasurer 
or his or her designee upon an application form furnished by the city. The permit fee, 
which shall be paid and filed with the permit application, shall be in an amount 
established by City Council resolution. A permit issued hereunder shall be for the 
duration of two years from the date of issuance. The initial permit application shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following: 

      (1)   The full name and address of the following persons: 

         (a)   The applicant signed thereto; and 

         (b)   The owner(s) of the premises on which chickens are sought to be kept and 
for which the permit would apply. 

      (2)   The street address of the premises on which chickens are sought to be kept; 

      (3)   The number of chickens sought to be kept on the premises, up to a maximum 
of ten; 

      (4)   A detailed sketch plan of the premises on which chickens are sought to be kept. 
The sketch plan shall include: the location of the residence on the premises; the location 
of accessory structures on the premises; and the location, dimensions, and design of 
the chicken coop and chicken run and setbacks to the side and rear property lines. The 
information regarding the coop and run shall establish compliance with the chicken coop 
and chicken run specifications provided in this section; 

      (5)   A statement certifying whether the property’s homeowners’ association rules, if 
any, prohibit the keeping of chickens on the property for which the application sought; 

      (6)   If the applicant is not the fee owner of the premises on which the chickens are 
sought to be kept and for which the permit would apply, the application shall be signed 
by all fee owners of the premises; and 

      (7)   Any other and further information the city deems necessary. 
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   (E)   At least 30 days prior to the expiration of the current permit, the applicant shall 
file with the City Clerk/Treasurer or his or her designee, on a form prepared by the city, 
an application for permit renewal. There shall not be a fee for a timely filed application 
for permit renewal. The renewal permit application shall include, but not be limited to, 
the following: 

      (1)   The number of chickens the applicant currently maintains on the property; 

      (2)   Confirmation that the chicken coop and chicken run remain in the same location 
on the premises. If the applicant seeks to move the location of the structure, the 
applicant shall file an initial permit application and pay the permit fee therefor; and 

      (3)   Any other and further information the city deems necessary. 

   (F)   The City Clerk/Treasurer or his or her designee may grant an initial or renewal 
permit under this section; however, a permit may not be issued or renewed unless the 
application filed demonstrates compliance with the requirements of this division (F). A 
permit shall not be issued or renewed until the city inspects and approve the premises, 
including the chicken coop and chicken run, at which chickens are sought to be kept. At 
the city’s discretion, the inspection may occur through the review of documentation and 
photos specified by the city. The City Clerk/Treasurer or his or her designee shall deny 
a permit hereunder for any of the following reasons. 

      (1)   The application is incomplete or contains false, fraudulent, or deceptive 
statements. 

      (2)   The applicant does not or has not complied with one or more of the provisions 
of this section. 

      (3)   The premises for which the permit is sought, including, but not limited to, the 
proposed or existing chicken coop or chicken run, is not in compliance with any 
provisions of this section, other city code provisions, or state laws relating to zoning, 
health, fire, building, or safety. 

      (4)   The proposed chicken coop or chicken run would result in a violation of or be 
inconsistent with the accessory structure zoning regulations elsewhere in this code. 

      (5)   The applicant or owner of the premises where the chickens are to be kept has 
been convicted of a violation under this section or a similar regulation of this state or 
political subdivision thereof. 

      (6)   The applicant does not own or lease the chickens proposed to be kept on the 
premises. 

      (7)   The applicant is not the occupant of the premises for which the permit is sought 
to be issued. 

   (G)   A permit granted under this section shall be subject to the following conditions. 

      (1)   The owner of the chickens must occupy the premises for which the permit is 
issued. 
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      (2)   The premises, including the chicken coop and chicken run thereon, for which a 
permit is issued shall at all reasonable times be open to inspection by the City 
Clerk/Treasurer or his or her designee or any other city official, in accordance with 
§ 10.20, to determine compliance with this section, other city code provisions, and state 
laws relating to zoning, health, fire, building, or safety. 

      (3)   A permit issued hereunder shall be nontransferable. It is unlawful to keep, 
harbor, maintain, possess, or otherwise control any chicken on property that is not 
identified on the permit. 

      (4)   All feed for the chickens shall be stored in metal, water-tight, vermin-proof 
containers with properly fitting lids. 

      (5)   A chicken coop and chicken run are required. The construction and location of 
the chicken coop and chicken run shall be in compliance with the applicable building 
and zoning regulations of the city and the following requirements. 

         (a)   The interior floor space of the chicken coop shall be a minimum size of four 
square feet for each chicken authorized under the permit. 

         (b)   The chicken coop and chicken run shall be professionally constructed or of 
similar construction standards and materials. The exterior finish materials of the chicken 
coop shall be: 

            1.   Weather-resistant, protective covering material, decay-resistant wood, or if 
exterior finish wood is not decay resistant, then the wood finish shall be protected from 
the elements and decay by paint or protective covering (e.g., siding, fascia wrap); and 

            2.   In accordance with the accessory structure regulations set forth in the zoning 
regulations in this code. 

         (c)   The construction of and materials used for the chicken coop and chicken run 
must be adequate to prevent access by rodents. 

         (d)   The chicken run shall be attached to the chicken coop. The chicken coop and 
run shall be deemed as a single accessory structure and subject to the accessory 
structure regulations set forth in the zoning regulations of this code. 

         (e)   The floor area of the chicken run shall be a minimum size of ten square feet 
for each chicken authorized under the permit. 

         (f)   The total square footage of the chicken coop and chicken run shall not exceed 
200 square feet. 

         (g)   The chicken run shall be fully enclosed by fencing or other similar material 
and may include a roof instead of fencing over the top of the run. 

         (h)   The chicken coop and chicken run shall be located on the premises in 
compliance with the following setbacks: 

            1.   At least ten feet from the rear lot line; 

            2.   At least ten feet from the side lot lines; and 
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            3.   The chicken coop and chicken run shall be closer to the residence on the 
permitted property than an inhabitable building on a neighboring property. 

         (i)   The chicken coop and chicken run, or any portion thereof, shall not be located 
in the FRONT YARD, which is defined as any area located between the front lot line 
and the front setback line or front building line, whichever is further from the front lot 
line, running from side lot line to side lot line. 

         (j)   The chicken coop and chicken run shall be kept in good repair as to be in 
compliance with the property maintenance regulations elsewhere in this code. 

         (k)   The chicken coop and chicken run shall be kept in a sanitary and odor-free 
condition, including the regular and frequent removal and proper disposal of any 
accumulated chicken feces or waste, dirt, or filth that could create a safety or health 
hazard. Composting of chicken feces and waste is prohibited. 

         (l)   The chicken coop and chicken run shall be immediately removed when: 

            1.   A permit granted under this section expires or is revoked; or 

            2.   When the chicken coop and chicken run are no longer used for harboring 
chickens. 

      (6)   The keeping, harboring, maintaining, or possessing of any chicken under a 
permit issued pursuant to this section shall be in accordance with the following. 

         (a)   No more than ten chickens shall be kept or harbored on the premises to 
which the permit applies. 

         (b)   Roosters are prohibited. 

         (c)   Slaughtering of chickens on any property zoned for residential or institutional 
use is prohibited except for educational purposes. 

         (d)   No chickens shall be kept, maintained, housed, or permitted inside any 
residential dwelling or any garage. 

         (e)   Chickens shall be kept in the chicken coop or chicken run at all times. When 
transferring a chicken into or out of the coop or run, the chicken shall be transported in a 
fully enclosed container, such as a cage. 

         (f)   Chickens shall not be kept in such a manner as to constitute a public 
nuisance. Any violation of the provisions of this section shall be deemed a public 
nuisance. 

         (g)   No chicken eggs shall be sold or offered for sale; all chicken eggs shall be for 
personal use or consumption. 

      (7)   A violation of any provision of this section or any provisions of the permit issued 
hereunder shall constitute grounds for revocation of a permit. 

(Ord. passed 12-11-2018; Ord. passed 8-8-2023) Penalty, see § 90.99 

§ 90.14 REVOCATION OF LICENSE OR PERMIT. 
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   The failure of any owner to comply with the requirements of this chapter shall 
constitute grounds for the immediate revocation of any license or permit issued under 
this chapter. 

(Ord. 94, passed 8-10-1999; Ord. passed 12-11-2018; Ord. passed 8-8-2023) 
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2024 Budget Spent Balance Item
Proposed 
2025 Budget

Payroll $2,500.00 $2,000.00 $500.00 $3,500.00

Planning & Zoning (41910) $1,000.00 $1,595.88 -$595.88 GIS Mapping $1,000.00
24 Basic Code Books
Form Update $2,000.00

Engineer (303) $30,000.00 $6,060.52 $23,939.48 $50,000.00
Gravel Pit Survey $9,000.00 $7,299.88 $1,700.12 $9,000.00

Totals $42,500.00 $9,656.40 $65,500.00

Engineering:
  Staking Sunset & E Lake St $1,463.75
  1,000 feet of lakeshore $202.50
  Gravel Pit Survey $1,299.88
 City Center Parking Lot $4,394.27
  Gravel Pit Survey $6,000.00

*Would like to budget for 14 meetings (Reg. and Public Hearings)
*Electronic Forms
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