
Planning Commission 
2022 Nov. & Dec. Planning Commission 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom - Meeting ID 2670942170 password: 56587 
6:00 PM on Thursday, December 8, 2022 

Call to Order1.

Agenda Additions or Deletions2.

Minutes
October 24, 2022

3.

Status of Council Recommendations
None.

4.

Construction Permits
Permits approved by City Clerk-Treasurer 
  1. 110 East Main St , new steel roof
  2. 137 E Main St, Signs
Permits to be approved
  1.  159 E Elm St - 4 sinks, railing on deck, enlarge driveway, ceiling light, handicapped ramp and 2 signs
  2.  110 E Main St - build shed
Grade and Fill Permit
Extension of Glen Street
Items in Question
 311 Park View Dr - Shed

5.

Old Business
A.  Nuisance Properties
   1. 306 E Frazee Ave -license outdated (2 letters)
   2. 235 E Frazee Ave - 2 letters sent with no response- grass and garbage all over property
   3. 339 E Frazee Ave - garbage all over yard
  4. 350 Pelican Ave - garbage all over yard, garage falling down, vehicles
B.  Gravel Pit Ordinance
C.  Past Conditional Use Permits
D.  Ordinances 
     1.  Ordinance 71.04- Snow Emergency Parking
     2.  Ordinance 72 - Snowmobiles
     3.  Ordinance 85 Culverts
     4.  Ordinance 91.02 Cat and Dog 
     5. Ordinance 2016-001- Campgrounds   

6.

New Business
Variance

7.
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Planning Commission 
2022 Nov. & Dec. Planning Commission 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom - Meeting ID 2670942170 password: 56587 
6:00 PM on Thursday, December 8, 2022 

3. Minutes

October 24, 2022

 

 

Files Attached

• 10-24-2022 Planning Commission Meeting minutes.pdf 
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CITY OF VERGAS PLANNING COMMISSION & PUBLIC HEARING AND MEETING MINUTES 
Monday, October 24, 2022 

6:00 pm  
Event Center & Zoom Meeting 

 
The City of Vergas Planning Commission was held on Monday, October 24, 2022, after public hearing as a hybrid 
meeting with the following members present: Bruce Albright, Robert Jacoby, Neil Wothe and Paul Pinke. Absent: Van 
Bruhn. Also present: Clerk-Treasurer Julie Lammers, Utilities Superintendent Mike DuFrane, Engineer Jeff Kuhn, 
Shane Poss and Arlen Franchuk. 
 
Call to Order 
Chairman Bruce Albright called meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  
 
Agenda Additions and Deletions 
Motion by Wothe, seconded by Pinke to approved agenda with following additions: Completion Reports and Shoreline 
Violations. 
 
Minutes 
Motion by Pinke, seconded by Wothe to approve minutes for September 26, 2022. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Status of Council Recommendations 
Reviewed the approval of the following conditional use permits:  235 E Frazee Avenue, parcels 82000500027008 and 
82000500027009 and extension of Glenn Street. 
 
Grade and Fill Permit 
Tabled grade and fill permit due to lack of information. Street committee will review and bring recommendation next 
month. 
 
Construction Permits 
Approved Permits by City Clerk-Treasurer 

1. 117 E Main St , flooring  
2. 117 E Main St- Commercial Remodel  
3. 117 E Main St - Move door 
 

Items in Question 
Discussed permit given to 311 Park View Drive for a shed in their backyard which was placed on the sewer easement 
of their property and within 10 feet from the property line. Discussed the following options: having property owner 
apply for a variance or to have the shed moved as it does not meet current ordinance. Owner Arlen Franchuk stated he 
did not know there was an easement in his backyard. Commissioners first stated they needed more information 
regarding the permit. Albright stated part of the problem is the shed was placed in August, and we are now informing  
the property owner it is in the wrong location – the City has no follow up on permits. Discussed DuFrane closing 
permits instead of having property owners call the city office when completed (which rarely occurs).  Franchuk stated 
he would stop by the city office for a variance application. 
 
Old Business: 
Nuisance Properties 
Discussed the amount of garbage piling up in the yard at 339 E Frazee Avenue. It appears he does not have garbage 
pickup and may be illegally burning in his back yard. Motion by Pinke, seconded by Wothe to send nuisance letter to 
339 E Frazee Avenue once Lammers receives pictures from DuFrane regarding garbage on the property and the 
burning that may be taking place. Motion passed unanimously.  
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Gravel Pit Ordinance 
Discussion about our current ordinance 2017-001 regarding gravel permits. Right or wrong we need to clarify our 
ordinance. It is our primary obligation to protect the citizens of our city. We need to make clarification regarding 
asphalt plant, open pit, active pit and active mining. The city issues an interim use permit with conditions every year 
and they are always out of compliance. This past year the planning commission denied permit and Council approved. 
Commissioners would like this to not be allowed. Albright asked Planning Commission members to review ordinance 
for next month’s meeting and asked Lammers to invite Jeff Hartwick of Mark Sand and Gravel to a meeting to discuss 
updating the gravel pit ordinance. 
 
New Business: 
Past Conditional Use Permits 
Lammers provided a spreadsheet of conditional use permits found in past Council Minutes, the office staff will 
continue to work on permits in planning commission minutes and on file with the Otter Tail County for next month’s 
meeting. 
 
Member Terms 
Van (Gus) Bruhn and Paul Pinke have both served three terms which will be complete in December. The planning 
commission will have two open spots to fill if anyone knows of someone who would be interest in serving on the 
commission.  
 
Completion Reports 
Albright stated that currently we have no one overseeing permits once they are issued. Currently we issue a permit and 
wait for property owners to let us know when they have completed the project. Rarely does anyone call and close a 
permit. Discussed having DuFrane or Commissioners review properties after permits are granted. Discussed having a 
spreadsheet of permits, Lammers stated they already have a spreadsheet in the office she could provide to the planning 
commission. 
 
Shoreline Violations 
Currently there is a stairway along the lake, which received a stop work order and nothing has been done.  Lammers 
stated the Sherriff’s Department has been given the concern and she has not heard anything regarding the stairs but 
would call and find out what is being done. Commissioners asked Lammers to contact City Attorney Winters to see 
what the city can do at this time as Ordinance 5:22 is not being followed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:28 pm. 
 
Secretary, 
 
 
Julie Lammers, Vergas City Clerk-Treasurer 
 
Follow Up Actions: 
Nuisance letter to 306 E Frazee Avenue 
350 Pelican Avenue construction assessment (Tanya at Otter Tail County HRA) 
Snow emergency routes. 
Review camper ordinance. 
Review and update Developers Notice Procedure 
Review and update Ordinance 85 regarding culverts. 
 
Council recommendations: none. 
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Planning Commission 
2022 Nov. & Dec. Planning Commission 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom - Meeting ID 2670942170 password: 56587 
6:00 PM on Thursday, December 8, 2022 

4. Status of Council Recommendations

None.
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Planning Commission 
2022 Nov. & Dec. Planning Commission 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom - Meeting ID 2670942170 password: 56587 
6:00 PM on Thursday, December 8, 2022 

6. Construction Permits

Permits approved by City Clerk-Treasurer 
  1. 110 East Main St , new steel roof
  2. 137 E Main St, Signs
Permits to be approved
  1.  159 E Elm St - 4 sinks, railing on deck, enlarge driveway, ceiling light, handicapped ramp and 2 signs
  2.  110 E Main St - build shed
Grade and Fill Permit
Extension of Glen Street
Items in Question
 311 Park View Dr - Shed

 

 

Files Attached

• 2022-046 Construction Permit 137 E Main Vergas Hardware -Signs.pdf 

• 2022-047 Construction Permit 110 E Main St Loon's Nest.pdf 

• 2022-48 Construction Permit 241 Bennett Road.pdf 

• 2022-49 Construction Permit 159 Elm St.pdf 

• Grade and Fill Permit parcel 82000500024000.pdf 

• Construction Permit 311 Park View.pdf 

• 2022 construction permits.xlsx .pdf 
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                                                                                                              2022 Construction Permits - Vergas MN

Permit No Issue Date Parcel Number Name Address Description Date Closed Home Value

Initials of Person 
closing perm

it

2021-002-22 4/13/2021 82000500010003 Aaron Scott/Michelle Scott 421 W. Lake ST, Vergas Build a garage & driveway 10/30/2022 Md
2021-004-22 4/13/2021 82000990269000 Brian & Brenda Tangen 1060 E. Scharf Ave, Vergas Do shoreline work, remove stumps, trees & clean up, riprap 10/30/2022 Md
2021-007-22 4/13/2021 82000990173000 Charles & Vanessa Boehm 116 Park View DR, Vergas Build  house $350,000
2021-015-22 6/8/2021 8200099008000 Kyle Theisen 275 S. Railway Ave., Vergas Build 12'12' gazebo, Move 10/30/2022 Md
2021-022-22 7/13/2021 82000990262000 Tami Rust 1011 East Scharf Ave., Vergas build a house 377,000
2021-023-22 7/13/2021 82000990078000 Matt Engebretson 280 1st Ave, Vergas to Install & repair: Repair damage on house, reshingle 

2021-029-22 8/10/2021 82000990088000 Mike Baumgart 520 S. Pelican Ave. Vegas Build deck, recover deck stone wall – siding 2 ½’ – with railing

2021-035-22 8/23/2021 82000990270000 Kirk Johnson 1120 E. Scharf Ave, Vergas Alter to remove excess large rocks, remove stumps, install erosion control

2021-041-22 9/27/2021 82000990209000 John Sieling 830 Scharf Ave. E, Vergas Install/Haul 10 yd crushed asphalt to , 10/30/2022 Md
removed 10 yd gravel

2022-001 1/11/2022 82000990096000 Perham Coop Creamery Ass'n 101 1st Ave. N, Vergas Install DID Faces, product panels, Image on Canopy 10/30/2022 Md
2022-002 2/28/2022 82000500012006 Mike Summers 110 S. Railway Ave., Vergas Remove walls 10/30/2022 Md
2022-003 2/28/2022 82000990066000 City of Vergas 111 E. Main ST, Vergas Build shiplap wall w/door, glass frontage wall & door 10/30/2022 Md
2022-004 2/28/2022 82000500010001 Aaron Johnson 411 W. Lake ST, Vergas Addition of 20' x 22' for house & detatched garage $100,000
2022-005 4/12/2022 82000990239000 Matt Safar 291 Bennett Road, Vergas Bulding a 12' x 16' shed in my back yard for storage, behind my homestead

2022-006 4/25/2022 82000990145000 Loren Menz Construction 310 W. Glenn ST, Vergas Construct a 26' x 36' shed on property

2022-007 4/25/2022 82000990230000 Zach Fugere 220 Bennett RD, Vergas Move house on basement, attach garage to house

2022-008 4/25/2022 82000990219001 Arlen & Sandy Franchuk 311 Park View DR, Vergas Add an outdoor deck & walkway 20’ x 14’

2022-009 4/25/2022 82000500040000 CORY L & KRYSTA SEVERSON 820 E. Scharf Ave, Vergas Install 12 windows & siding 10/30/2022 Md
2022-010 5/10/2022 82000990064001 Jeanette Bruhn 131 E. Main ST, Vergas Install windows 10/28/2022 JL
2022-011 5/10/2022 82000990058000 The Lavish Loon 130 E. Main ST, Vergas Alter window boxes to length of the front windows.Paint o   10/30/2022 Md

steel roof over awning top & bottom to "white",

Paint or cover pillars in front to "white" signs

2022-012 5/10/2022 82000990059000 American Beauty Salon 140/136 E. Main ST, Vergas New signage to replace old signage 10/30/2022 Md
2022-013 5/10/2022 82000990054000 Vergas State Bank 106 E. Main ST, Vergas Replace broken window 10/30/2022 Md
2022-014 5/19/2022 8200090068000 Lakes Fit 105 E. Main Street, Vergas Install 44 x 92 aluminum single panel wall sign 10/28/2022 JL
2022-015 5/23/2022 82000500185003 Cheryl Hanson 1106 E. Frazee Ave., Vergas Repair fence 10/30/2022 Md
2022-016 5/23/2022 82000500012006 Mike Summers 110 S. Railway Ave., Vergas Install sign 10/28/2022 JL
2022-017 6/14/2022 82000990145000 Loren Menz 310 W.Glenn St., Vergas Asphalt driveway, Exterior shed finish

2022-018 6/14/2022 82000500185002 Greg Dahlgren 1006 E. Frazee Ave., Vergas Reshingle roof, replace broken window 11/30/2022 Jl
2022-019 6/14/2022 82000500039000 Mickie Bosch 818 E.Scharf Ave., Vergas Reshingle roof
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2022-020 6/20/2022 82000990193000 Tom Johnson 819 E.Scharf Ave., Vergas Build a house & garage $250,000
2022-021 6/20/2022 82000990226000 Jeff & Sheila Laney 92 Park View Drive, Vergas Build a house & garage 11/30/2022 $400,000 JL
2002-022 6/21/2022 82000500185003 Cheryl Hanson 1106 E. Frazee Ave., Vergas Repair roof 10/30/2022 Md
2022-023 7/7/2022 82000990082000 Olson Oil DBA Vergas 66 121 Linden ST., Vergas Remove & repair bottom rotting boards on street side of 10/30/2022 Md
2022-024 7/7/2022 82000990160000 Paul Pinke 201 W. Main ST., Vergas Repair tar part of driveway 10/30/2022 Md

2022-025 7/14/2022 82000990060000 Elm ST Boutique 146 E. Main ST, Vergas Install Flower box, 59" long x 6" wide 11/30/2022 JL

2022-026 7/20/2022 82000990170000 Ben Lankow 339 E Frazee Ave. Vergas Repiar shingles & trim

2022-027 7/21/2022 82000990068000 S & Z Prop/Ditterich Merc 105 E.Main St. Vergas Install (2) signs 7/25/2022 JL

2022-028 7/25/2022 82000990229000 Edward & Renee Rosendahl 98 Park View DR Vergas Prepair shore line

2022-029 7/25/2022 82000990100000 Shawn Day 251 1st Ave. N Vergas Addition to garage

2022-030 7/25/2022 82000990228000 Michael & Mandy Rosendahl 96 Park View Dr Vergas Install driveway/install storage shed

2022-031 7/25/2022 82000990181000 Charles & Doris Gundberg 100 Park View Dr Vergas Remove weeds on lakeshore property

2022-032 7/28/2022 82000990062000 Billy's Corner Bar 158 E Main ST, Vergas Install siewalk 6/25' & 6' x 30' apron where sidewalk removed 

due to water line break

2022-033 8/8/2022 82000500009000 Frank Vana 606 E Frazee Ave, Vergas Repair roofing - entry way 10/30/2022 Md

2022-034 8/11/2022 82000500188002 Wayne Rosentreter 1166 E. Frazee Ave., Vergas Reshingle house 10/30/2022 Md

2022-035 8/23/2022 82000990124001 Meryl Kvam 341 S. Unit Ave., Vergas Reshingle house
2022-036 9/26/2022 82000990124001 Meryl Kvam 131 1st Ave. N., Vergas Reshingle & lift garage. Build awning on garage to keep wood dry CANCELLED
2022-037 9/8/2022 82000990164000 Veterans Memorial Park 230 Frazee Ave., Vergas Pour concrete parking area, install sprinkler system

2022-038 8/30/2022 82000990164000 Veterans Memorial Park 230 Frazee Ave., Vergas Install sign 10/30/2022 Md

2022-039 9/8/2022 82000500188000 Ryan Weibye 1156 Frazee Ave., Vergas Add patio & hot tub concrete 6,000.00
2022-040 9/13/2022 82000990068000 MW Bakery/JH Signs 105 E. Main ST, Vergas Install sign for bakery 10/30/2022 Md

2022-041 9/13/2022 82000990125001 Verla Day 320 S. Pelican Ave., Vergas Install steel roofing & repair chimney 10/30/2022 Md

2022-042 10/6/2022 82000990066000 City of Vergas/ A Step Up 117 E. Main ST., Vergas Install new laminate flooring in upstairs retail rental area,   11/30/2022 JL
2022-043 10/18/2022 82000990066000 City of Vergas/ JoAnne Knuttila 117 E. Main ST., Vergas Put up Barn Door (sliding) on right end of the storage space. 5,000.00

Add sheetrock wall on inside walls of dressing room.

Paint barnwood wall on left side of chimney.

Walls above wainscoting patched up & painted.

Re-finish countertop.

Whitewash the barnwood display.

Replace or paint paneling on stairs.

Stain & clean up stairs in front enterance.

Replace electrical outlets to white.

a new faucet for the sink below the counter.

2022-044 10/17/2022 82000990066000 City of Vergas 117 E. Main ST., Vergas Move door 4' in hallway

2022-045 10/18/2022 82000990177000 Eric & Brenda Krueger 108 Park View DR., Vergas Install shingling 1,500.00
2022-046 10/25/2022 82000990063000 Vergas Hardware 137 E.  Main ST., Vergas Install 2 signs on front & side of building 11/22/2022 3,470.00 JL

2022-047 10/28/2022 82000990055000 Loon's Nest 110  Main ST. Vergas Install metal roof over whole roof 8,500.00
2022-048 82000990236000 Ben Schreus 241 Bennett Road, Vergas Build a shed 20,000.00
2022-049 82000990050000 Lori Tjaden 159 E Elm St Remodel-4 sinks, rail on deck, 2 sign, plumbing, ceiling light, handicap  8,000.00

Page 46 of 79



Planning Commission 
2022 Nov. & Dec. Planning Commission 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom - Meeting ID 2670942170 password: 56587 
6:00 PM on Thursday, December 8, 2022 

7. Old Business

A.  Nuisance Properties
   1. 306 E Frazee Ave -license outdated (2 letters)
   2. 235 E Frazee Ave - 2 letters sent with no response- grass and garbage all over property
   3. 339 E Frazee Ave - garbage all over yard
  4. 350 Pelican Ave - garbage all over yard, garage falling down, vehicles
B.  Gravel Pit Ordinance
C.  Past Conditional Use Permits
D.  Ordinances 
     1.  Ordinance 71.04- Snow Emergency Parking
     2.  Ordinance 72 - Snowmobiles
     3.  Ordinance 85 Culverts
     4.  Ordinance 91.02 Cat and Dog 
     5. Ordinance 2016-001- Campgrounds   

 

 

Files Attached

• 12-01-2022 Conditional Use Permits.pdf 

• Ordinance 71.04 Declaration of Snow Emergency; Parking Prohibited.pdf 

• Ordinance No 85 Culvert.pdf 

• 2022 Proposed Snowmobile Ordinance .pdf 

• Proposed 91.02 Cat and Dog Ordinance.pdf 

• Signed 2016-001 Campgrounds.pdf 

• 2022 Proposed Updates to 2017-001 Gravel Pits Ordinance 2022.pdf 
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TYPE DATE NAME LOCATION DETAILS PUB HRG PC RECOMMEND
COUNCIL

APPROVED UN- RESOLVED

CONDITIONAL USE 9/8/2022
RICHARD & JOANN 

GETZSCHMAN
Parcel #'s 

82000500027008 & 
Operating commercial
business in 

9/8/2022 &
9/26/2022 9/26/2022 10/11/2022

MIKE LORZ residential zoning area

CONDITIONAL USE 9/8/2022
RODNEY & OLIVE 

HANSON 325 E. FRAZEE AVE.
Operating commercial
business in 

9/8/2022 &
9/26/2022 9/26/2022 10/11/2022

ROBIN HANSON residential zoning area

CONDITIONAL USE 5/23/2022
JRMH HOLDINGS 

LLC
GLENN 

ST./LAWRENCE LK Extension of Glenn ST 5/23/2022 5/23/2022 8/2/2022

CONDITIONAL USE 5/23/2022
KEITH & SHELLY 

BUNKOWSKE
Town Line Road

(Keilley Shores 3rd Build road per drawing 5/23/2022 6/27/2022

CONDITIONAL USE 7/24/2019 TYLER SAZAMA
401 S. PELICAN 

AVE.
Operate firearms-based
business out of home: 7/24/2019 7/24/2019 7/24/2019
machining, manufacturing &
other metal fabricating
activities not related to
firearms

CONDITIONAL USE 5/2/2011
SKAL/ANTHONY

SOLAND 219 E. FRAZEE AVE.
Enclosed outdoor seating,
fence 36" high 5/17/2011 5/24/2011 5/24/2011

CONDITIONAL USE 6/22/2010 RICHARD YOKOM 900 E SCHARF AVE Retaining wall 3' -4' high, 7/6/2010 7/6/2010 7/6/2010

40' -50'long/around tree root

CONDITIONAL USE 11/1/2010 BRUCE NERESON 920 SCHARF AVE Build retaining wall/lake side 11/1/2010 11/1/2010

CONDITIONAL USE 10/5/2009 RICHARD MCCRADY S. RAILWAY AVE.
Fill 900 YD of dirt @ elevator
prop. 8/11/2009 10/5/2009

CONDITIONAL USE 3/21/2005 TERRY BENNETT 110 CO HWY 35
Landscape building site, move 
2,500 CY of dirt 4/4/2005 4/4/2005

Page 48 of 79



' 71.04  DECLARATION OF SNOW EMERGENCY; PARKING PROHIBITED. 
 

(A) The Mayor, Police Chief or other designated official may declare a snow emergency in 
the city.  The emergency shall continue in effect for a period of 24 hours or until the snow has been 
removed from the city's streets or until the snow emergency has been rescinded by action of the 
Mayor, Police Chief or other designated officer. 
 

(B) Notice of the declaration of a snow emergency shall be given by notifying the local news 
media; however, the notification shall be a service aid only and not a duty on the part of the 
officials. 
 

(C) During a declared snow emergency or after two inches or more of snow have 
accumulated, no motor vehicle shall be left parked on any street or public way in the city until the 
declared emergency is canceled or, if no emergency is declared, until the street is cleared on both 
sides of accumulated snow. 
 

(D) During a declared snow emergency, any police officer or city appointed parking 
enforcement officer, appointed pursuant to M.S. ' 169.041, Subd. 2, who finds a motor vehicle in 
violation of this section shall attempt to contact the owner of the motor vehicle and require the 
owner to immediately move the motor vehicle so as not to be in violation of this section.  If the 
owner does not immediately remove the motor vehicle or the owner cannot be located, the police 
officer or city appointed parking enforcement officer, appointed pursuant to M.S. ' 169.041, Subd. 
2, is authorized to have the motor vehicle removed at the owner's expense. 
Penalty, see ' 10.99 
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 1 

Ordinance No. 85 
 

CITY OF VERGAS 
COUNTY OF OTTER TAIL 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 79 AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE THE USE 
OF LAND, THE LOCATION, BULK, HEIGHT, AND USE OF BUILDINGS AND THE 
ARRANGEMENT OF BUILDING ON LOTS, AND THE DENSITY OF POPULATION IN THE CITY 
OF VERGAS, MINNESOTA, PROVIDING FOR THE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF 
SUCH REGULATIONS, AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 76.  
 

WHEREAS, the City of Vergas, Minnesota, has in place a zoning ordinance 
entitled AN ORDINANCE REGULATING THE USE OF LAND, THE LOCATION, BULK, 
HEIGHT, AND USE OF BUILDINGS AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF BUILDING ON LOTS, AND 
THE DENSITY OF POPULATION IN THE CITY OF VERGAS, MINNESOTA, PROVIDING FOR 
THE ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT OF SUCH REGULATIONS, AND REPEALING 
ORDINANCE NO. 76.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Vergas, Minnesota, desires to amend its zoning ordinance 
to include regulation for the construction and use of culverts; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Vergas, Minnesota ordains that 
the following should be added to its zoning ordinance: 
 
§ 151.32 CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF CULVERTS 
 

(A) Construction Standards. Any person wishing to construct a driveway over an 
existing ditch or replace an existing culvert must install a culvert with a minimum 
circumference of 15 inches.  The maximum length of the culvert shall not exceed 24 
feet for a single driveway for any lots containing or planned to contain a one-family 
dwelling. The maximum length of the culvert for all other lots will be determined by 
the City Council based upon the requirements relating to the type of ingress and 
egress needed, the frequency and type of traffic anticipated to be traveling over and 
across the culvert, and the structural integrity of the proposed culvert and driveway. 
All culverts must be installed at such an angle, depth, and location as to facilitate the 
free flow of water through the culvert. 

 
(B) Permit Required. Before installing a new culvert or replacing an existing 

culvert, the property owner must obtain a construction permit from the City Clerk. 
The application shall contain a plan showing the location of the culvert, ditch, and 
driveway in relation to any other structures, boundary lines, and rights-of-way. The 
application shall contain a plan for the culvert that demonstrates the culvert will 
meet all of the construction standards of this section. No contractor who is required 
to be licensed by the State and no person employing a contractor who is required to 
be licensed shall be issued a building permit unless that contractor is licensed.  
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 2 

 
(C) Exception from Building Permit Requirements. A separate building permit 

for the installation or replacement of a culvert is not necessary if a current building 
permit has been issued for another construction project for the same property, the 
plans for which include detailed plans satisfying the requirements of §151.32(B) for 
the installation or replacement of the culvert. 

 
(D) Setback Requirements. The setback requirements provided in §§ 151.20 to 

151.26 shall not apply to culverts. Culverts may be installed anywhere within the 
boundary lines of the property, provided the culvert does not impede traffic or pose a 
safety risk along adjacent right-of-ways and otherwise satisfies the construction 
standards of this section.  

 
(E) Maintenance and Repair. The property owner shall be solely responsible for 

maintaining the culvert, repairing the culvert, and ensuring the culvert is free from 
debris, rocks, garbage, or other materials that impede the drainage of water through 
the culvert.  

 
(F) Nuisance. Failure to maintain a culvert in a condition that allows for the 

free flow of water through the culvert shall be a public nuisance under Chapter 92.  
The nuisance may be abated following the procedures provided in §§ 92.93 and 92.94.  
 

This ordinance shall be codified in the Code of Ordinances of the City of Vergas 
as “§ 151.32 CONSTRUCTION AND USE OF CULVERTS.” 
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Current Snowmobile Ordinance: 

CHAPTER 72:  SNOWMOBILES 
Section 

72.01 Intent 
72.02 Definitions 
72.03 Application of traffic ordinances 
72.04 Restrictions 
72.05 Stopping and yielding 
72.06 Persons under 18 
72.07 Equipment 
72.08 Unattended snowmobiles 
72.09 Emergency operation permitted 

 
' 72.01  INTENT. 

It is the intent of this chapter to supplement M.S. '' 84.81 to 84.91, and M.S. Ch. 169, as 
these statutes may be amended from time to time and Minn. Rules parts 6100.5000 through 
6100.6000, as these rules may be amended from time to time, with respect to the operation of 
snowmobiles. These statutes and rules are incorporated herein by reference. This section is not 
intended to allow what the state statutes and rules prohibit, nor to prohibit what the state statutes 
and rules allow. 
' 72.02  DEFINITIONS. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 
indicates or requires a different meaning. 
 

DEADMAN THROTTLE or SAFETY THROTTLE. A device which, when pressure is 
removed from the engine accelerator or throttle, causes the motor to be disengaged from the driving 
mechanism. 
 

OPERATE. To ride in or on and control the operation of a snowmobile. 
 

OPERATOR. Every person who operates or is in actual physical control of a snowmobile. 
 

OWNER. A person, other than a lien holder having the property in or title to a snowmobile, 
or entitled to the use or possession thereof. 
 

PERSON. Includes an individual, partnership, corporation, the state and its agencies and 
subdivision, and any body of persons, whether incorporated or not. 
 

RIGHT-OF-WAY. The entire strip of land traversed by a highway or street in which the public 
owns the fee or an easement for roadway purposes. 
 

ROADWAY. That portion of a highway or street improved, designed or ordinarily used for 
vehicular travel. 
 

SNOWMOBILE. A self-propelled vehicle designed for travel on snow or ice, steered by skis 
or runners. 
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STREET. A public thoroughfare, roadway, alley or trail used for motor vehicular traffic which 

is not an interstate, trunk, county-state aid, or county highway. 
' 72.03  APPLICATION OF TRAFFIC ORDINANCES. 

The provisions of Ch. 70 of this code shall apply to the operation of snowmobiles upon streets 
and highways, except for those relating to required equipment, and except those which by their 
nature have no application. 
Penalty, see ' 10.99 
' 72.04  RESTRICTIONS. 

(A) It is unlawful for any person to enter, operate or stop a snowmobile within the limits of 
the city: 

(1) On the roadway of any street, except the most right hand lane then available for 
traffic or as close as practicable to right hand curb or edge of the roadway, except when overtaking 
and passing another vehicle stopped in the lane or proceeding in the same direction, or in making 
a left turn.  Snowmobiles may also be operated upon the outside slope of trunk, county-state aid 
and county highways where the highways are so configured within the corporate limits.  The City 
Council may, pursuant to M.S. ' 84.87, Subd. 3, as it may be amended from time to time, adopt a 
resolution designating certain city streets as available for snowmobile operation and prescribe such 
time and speed limits as are necessary. 

(2) On a public sidewalk provided for pedestrian travel. 
(3) On boulevards within any public right-of-way. 
(4) On private property of another without specific permission of the owner or person in 

control of the property. 
(5) Upon any school grounds, except as permission is expressly obtained from 

responsible school authorities. 
(6) On public property, playgrounds and recreation areas, except areas previously listed 

or authorized for the use by resolution of the City Council, in which case the use shall be lawful, 
and snowmobiles may be driven in and out of those areas by the shortest route.  

(7) On streets as permitted by this chapter at a speed exceeding 10 miles per hour. 
(8) During the hours of 10:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m., Sunday through Thursday, and 12:01 

a.m. to 8:00 a.m. on other days closer than 100 feet from any residence. This provision is not 
intended to prohibit snowmobiles from operating on city streets during the hours specified herein. 

(B) It is unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile within the limits of the city: 
(1) So as to tow any person or thing in a public street or highway except through use of 

a rigid tow bar attached to the rear of the snowmobile; provided, that a disabled snowmobile may 
be towed to a private residence or a place of business where snowmobiles are repaired without the 
use of a rigid tow bar. 

(2) Within 100 feet of any fisherman, pedestrian, skating rink or sliding area where the 
operation would conflict with use or endanger other persons or operation. 

(3) To intentionally drive, chase, run over or kill any animal. 
Penalty, see ' 10.99 
' 72.05  STOPPING AND YIELDING. 

No snowmobile shall enter any uncontrolled intersection without making a complete stop. The 
operator shall then yield the right-of-way to any vehicles or pedestrians at the intersection, or so 
close to the intersection as to constitute an immediate hazard. 
Penalty, see ' 10.99 
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' 72.06  PERSONS UNDER 18. 
(A) No person under 14 years of age shall operate on streets or make a direct crossing of a 

city street as the operator of a snowmobile.  A person 14 years of age or older, but less than 18 
years of age, may operate a snowmobile on streets as permitted under this chapter and make a 
direct crossing of those streets only if he or she has in his or her immediate possession a valid 
snowmobile safety certificate issued pursuant to M.S. ' 84.872, as it may be amended from time 
to time. 
 

(B) It is unlawful for the owner of a snowmobile to permit the snowmobile to be operated 
contrary to the provision of this section. 
Penalty, see ' 10.99 
 
' 72.07  EQUIPMENT. 

It is unlawful for any person to operate a snowmobile any place within the limits of the city 
unless it is equipped with the following: 

(A) Standard mufflers which are properly attached, and which reduce the noise of operation 
of the motor to the minimum necessary for operation.  No person shall use a muffler cutout, by-
pass straight pipe or similar device on a snowmobile motor. 

(B) Brakes adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the snowmobile under 
any condition of operation. 

(C) A safety or so called deadman throttle in operating condition. 
(D) When operated between the hours of one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before 

sunrise, or at times of reduced visibility, at least one clear lamp attached to the front, with sufficient 
intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at a distance of at least 100 feet ahead during the hours of 
darkness under normal atmospheric conditions.  The head lamp shall be so aimed that glaring rays 
are not projected into the eyes of an oncoming snowmobile operator. It shall also be equipped with 
at least one red light plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet to the rear during hours of darkness 
under normal atmospheric conditions. 

(E) Snowmobiles shall fly a pennant flag or red or blaze material, of a size not less than 12 
inches by 9 inches, at a height of not less than six feet from ground level at any time when the 
vehicle is operated on public streets. 

(F) Reflective material at least 16 square inches on each side, forward of the handlebars and 
at the highest practical point on any towed object, so as to reflect lights at a 90 degree angle. 
Penalty, see ' 10.99 
' 72.08  UNATTENDED SNOWMOBILES. 

Every person leaving a snowmobile on a public place shall lock the ignition, remove the key 
and take the same with him or her. 
Penalty, see ' 10.99 
' 72.09  EMERGENCY OPERATION PERMITTED. 

Notwithstanding any prohibitions in this chapter, a snowmobile may be operated on a public 
thoroughfare in an emergency during the period of time and at locations where snow upon the 
roadway renders travel by automobile impractical. 
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Proposed Ordinance: 
 

Snowmobile Ordinance for Vergas, MN 

 

A. It is the purpose of this section to permit snowmobiling only on designed routes within the 
City of Vergas. 

B. Designed routes. Travel by snowmobile shall be permitted on designated trails along the 
following routes. 
1. From CSAH 17 on the west side of right-of-way to the business district on 1st street and 

or East Lake ST following the direction of traffic to CHAS 60 to the north or southside of 
wright-of-way of direction of traffic. 

2. From West Lake St following the direction of traffic to CSAH 17 on the west side right-of-
way to the business district on 1st street or east lake street following the direction of 
traffic to CSAH 60 to the north or south side of right-of-way. Of the direction of traffic. 

3. From Old Detroit Rd to CSAH 60 to the right- of- way on north or south side to the 
business district. 

C. Direct access and use. All snowmobiles operating within city limits shall use as direct route 
to access the designated routes. Designated routes are intended to be means of ingress, 
egress and movement of snowmobiles to and from adjoining snowmobile trail systems and 
not as a primary trail for other snowmobile riding. 

D. License requirement. All snowmobiles operating within city limits shall be properly licensed 
and authorized for use in accordance with Minnesota Statues. 

E. Qualifications of operators. All persons operating a snowmobile within city limits shall be 
properly licensed and authorized in accordance with state statue. 

F. Easement required. Snowmobile clubs  shall obtain proper easements for all designated 
routes which travel upon or cross private property.  
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' 91.02  DOGS AND CATS. 
 

(A) Running at large prohibited.  It shall be unlawful for the dog or cat of any person who owns, 
harbors, or keeps a dog or cat, to run at large. A person, who owns, harbors, or keeps a dog or cat which 
runs at large shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Dogs or cats on a leash and accompanied by a responsible 
person or accompanied by and under the control and direction of a responsible person, so as to be 
effectively restrained by command as by leash, shall be permitted in streets or on public land unless the 
city has posted an area with signs reading “Dogs or Cats Prohibited”. 
 

(B) License required. 
 

(1) All dogs and cats over the age of  three months kept, harbored, or maintained by their 
owners in the city, shall be licensed and registered with the city. Dog licenses shall be issued by the City 
Clerk upon payment of the license fee as established by the Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges 
adopted pursuant to ' 30.11 of this code, as that ordinance may be amended from time to time. The 
owner shall state, at the time application is made for the license and upon forms provided, his or her 
name and address and the name, breed, color, and sex of each dog owned or kept by him or her. No 
license shall be granted for a dog or cat that has not been vaccinated against distemper and rabies, as 
evidenced by a certificate by a veterinarian qualified to practice in the state in which the dog or cat is 
vaccinated.  
 

(2) It shall be the duty of each owner of a dog or cat subject to this section to pay to the City 
Clerk the license fee established in the Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges adopted pursuant to 
' 30.11, as it may be amended from time to time. 
 

(3) Upon payment of the license fee as established by the Ordinance Establishing Fees and 
Charges adopted pursuant to ' 30.11 of this code, as that ordinance may be amended from time to time, 
the Clerk shall issue to the owner a license certificate and metallic tag for each dog licensed. The tag 
shall have stamped on it the year for which it is issued and the number corresponding with the number 
on the certificate. Every owner shall be required to provide each dog with a collar to which the license 
tag must be affixed, and shall see that the collar and tag are constantly worn. In case a dog tag is lost or 
destroyed, a duplicate shall be issued by the City Clerk.  A charge shall be made for each duplicate tag 
in an amount established in the Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges adopted pursuant to ' 30.11, 
as it may be amended from time to time.  Dog tags shall not be transferable from one dog to another and 
no refunds shall be made on any dog or cat license fee or tag because of death of a dog or the owner's 
leaving the city before the expiration of the license period. 
 
 
 

Page 56 of 79



16 Minnesota Basic Code - General Regulations 
 
 

(4) The licensing provisions of this division (B) shall not apply to dogs whose owners 
are nonresidents temporarily (staying less than 14 days) within the city, nor to dogs brought into 
the city for the purpose of participating in any dog show.  If the animal owned is a service animal 
which is capable of being properly identified as from a recognized school for seeing eye, hearing 
ear, service or guide animals, and the owner is a blind or deaf person, or a person with physical or 
sensory disabilities, then no license shall be required.  
 

(5) The funds received by the City Clerk from all dog and cat licenses and metallic tags 
fees as established by the Ordinance Establishing Fees and Charges adopted pursuant to ' 30.11 
of this code, as that ordinance may be amended from time to time, shall first be used to defray any 
costs incidental to the enforcement of this chapter; including, but not restricted to, the costs of 
licenses, metallic tags, and impounding and maintenance of the dogs. 
 

(C) Cats.  Cats shall be included as controlled by this division  insofar as running-at-large, 
pickup, impounding, boarding, licensing and proof of anti-rabies vaccine is concerned. All other 
provisions of this section shall also apply to cats unless otherwise provided. 
 

(D) Vaccination. 
 

(1) All dogs and cats kept harbored, maintained, or transported within the city shall be 
vaccinated at least once every three years by a licensed veterinarian for: 
 

(a) Rabies - with a live modified vaccine; and  
 

(b) Distemper. 
 

(2) A certificate of vaccination must be kept on which is stated the date of vaccination, 
owner's name and address, the animal's name (if applicable), sex, description and weight, the type 
of vaccine, and the veterinarian's signature. Upon demand made by the City Clerk, the Animal 
Control Officer or a police officer, the owner shall present for examination the required 
certificate(s) of vaccination for the animal(s). In cases where certificates are not presented, the 
owner or keeper of the animal(s) shall have seven days in which to present the certificate(s) to the 
City Clerk or officer. Failure to do so shall be deemed a violation of this section. 
Penalty, see ' 91.99 
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ORDINANCE NO. 2017-001 
CITY OF VERGAS 

COUNTY OF OTTERTAIL 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 

 
151.70 EXCAVATION, MINING AND GRAVEL PITS 

 
 

151.70 PURPOSE AND INTENT 

It is the purpose of this section to regulate the existing and future Mining Operations in the 

city. Mining Operations are inherently accompanied by noise and dust, often create hazardous 

conditions, and may result in lasting disfigurement of the land where they are conducted on, and 

therefore tend to interfere with the use of nearby property or the quality of life for the residents 

adjacent or in proximity to Mining Operations. It is also the city's intent to ensure that the 

disturbed areas are restored upon completion of Mining Operations, and overall, to protect public 

health, life and general welfare. 

151.701 DEFINITIONS. 

For the purposes of this section, the definitions listed below shall be construed as follows: 
 

Abandonment. The inactivity of a worksite for one year or more without the act of extracting 

any minerals. 

Active Gravel Pit. The terms "active gravel pit" and "active excavation" also mean any area 

where the topsoil or overburden has been removed for the purpose of mining earthly deposits 

or minerals, yet the area has remained idle since the topsoil removal. The terms “processing 

area” also mean any area that is being used for stockpiling, storage, or processing or 

recycling of sand, gravel, soils, or other materials or products derived from gravel mining, 

even if such materials did not originate or were not produced on the premises. Such 

operations may include, but are not limited to, concrete mixing, concrete block production, 

asphalt production, the grinding and/or crushing of concrete or asphalt, and the processing of 

petroleum-contaminated soil being managed pursuant to state pollution control agency 

approval, so long as the processing or recycling does not violate any federal or state law or 

any of the requirements of any regulatory agencies having jurisdiction over the operations. 

Berm. A mound of earth designated to provide screening of areas and to reduce noise. 
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Dust. Airborne mineral particulate matter. 

Engine Retard Breaking. Dynamic Brake, Jake Brake, Jacobs Brake, C Brake, Paccar 

Brake, transmission brake or other similar engine retarding brake system which alters the 

normal compression of the engine and subsequently releases that compression. 

Excavation. The movement or removal of soil and minerals. 

Interim Use Permit. A permit for temporary use of a prope1iy until a particular date, until 

the occurrence of a particular event, or until zoning regulations no longer permit it. 

Manufacturing. Any activity that includes Portable or Permanent or Temporary Asphalt 

Plants, Concrete Ready-Mix Plants, Processing and Recycling Plants. 

Mineral. Sand, gravel, rock, clay and similar higher density non-metallic natural minerals. 

Mineral Extraction. The removal of sand, gravel, rock, clay and other minerals from the 

ground. 

Mineral Extraction Facility. Any area that is being used for removal, stockpiling and 
storage, of sand, gravel, topsoil, clay, and other minerals. 

Operator. Any person or persons, partnership, corporations or other entities or a 

combination or assignees thereof, including public or governmental agencies, engaging in 

mineral extraction and any processing, recycling, and manufacturing activities derivatives. 

Operation. "Operation" includes the driving of all hauling trucks or equipment into or out 
of a gravel pit, loading, roadwork or engine start-up of any kind. 

Owner. Any person or persons, partnership, corporation or other entities owning fee title to 
the Subject Property. 

Processing Area.  Any area that is being used for stockpiling, storage, or processing or 

recycling of sand, gravel, soils, or other materials or products derived from gravel mining, 

even if such materials did not originate or were not produced on the premises. 

Processing Plant. Machinery used to crush, wash, compounding, mixing, or treat dirt, sand, 

gravel, rocks, or similar mineral products into consumable products such as construction 

grade sand, gravel, and other similar products. This does not include Asphalt Plants and 

Concrete Ready-Mix Plants. 

Rehabilitation. To renew land to self-sustaining long-term use which is compatible with 
contiguous land uses, present and future, in accordance with the standards set forth in this 
Ordinance. 

Rough Grade. The stage at which the grade approximately conforms to the approved plan. 
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Slope. An inclined ground surface the inclination of which is expressed as a rate of 

horizontal distance to vertical distance. 

Soil. Is naturally occurring superficial deposits overlaying bedrock. 

Stockpiling. Move or handle a reserve supply of goods or raw material accumulated for 
future use. 

Subject Property. The real property on which Mineral Extraction Facilities, Processing 

Plant, Asphalt Plant and/or Ready-Mix Plant is sought to be pem1itted. 

Topsoil. Is the upper most layer of naturally occurring soil. 
 
 

151.71 PERMIT REQUIRED. 

Mineral Extraction. 

A.  Permit Required. Irrespective of the zoning classification of a subject property a 

permit, as provided herein, is required for Mineral Extraction or Manufacturing 

unless specifically excepted from such permit. 

B. An Interim Use Permit (I.U.P.) is required for any Mineral Extraction or 
Manufacturing Facility. 

C. Interim Permits are valid for one year and shall be applied for on or before March I of 
each year. 

 

151.72 PERMIT APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS. 

An application for a permit required by this article shall contain the following: 

A.  The legal description of the lands from which it is proposed to excavate, remove, 
process, store or handle minerals. 

B. The name and address of the applicant and the name and address of the owner of the 
land. 

C. Nan1es and addresses of all adjacent landowners within one-half mile radius. 

D. Copies of any agreements pertaining to the operation including the duration of any 
lease, if applicable. 

E. The purpose of the removal. 

F. The estimated time required to complete the removal. 

G. The highways, streets or other public ways within the city upon and along which the 
material removed shall be transported. 
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H. The plan of operation, including, but not limited to: 
1. Soil processing (any operation other than direct mining and removal), 

2. Nature of the processing and equipment, 

3. The area to be included in the operation, 

4. Depth of topsoil and soil type, 

5. The depth and grade of excavation, 

6. The estimated quantity of material to be added to or removed from the premises, 

7. Location of the plant, 

8. Location of stockpiles, 

9. Source of water, disposal of water and reuse of water. In the event that water is 

used in the operation of a pit, approval from the state department of natural 

resources and other appropriate state or federal agencies shall be obtained as to 

the type, location and depth of such well and contained with such application. 

10. The number and location of trees prior to excavation, 

11. Adjacent and on-site buildings and land uses, 

12.  Map or plat of the proposed pit or excavation showing the confines or limits 
thereof, together with the proposed finished elevations based on sea level 

readings. 

13.  Elevations and percent slope within 100 feet beyond the perimeter of the 

excavation and other such information necessary to analyze the site shall be 

provided by the applicant. United States Geological Survey datum shall be used 

for all topographic mapping where feasible. 

14.  Phasing plan which provides no more than ten (10) acres of the site to be open to 

mining at any one time. Before any additional land may be mined, the applicant 

must reclaim the site to the condition that is indicated on the approved 

reclamation plan. 

I. The operation plan must also identify actions to be taken during operation to mitigate 
adverse environmental impacts, particularly erosion and rising dust out of any sand or 
gravel pit. 

J. A reclamation plan including, but not limited to: 

1. Final grade of the property; 

2. Depth of topsoil reclaimed; 
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3. Type of vegetation replanted; 

4. Number of trees to be replanted, replacing the trees removed during excavation. 
 

151.73 BOND. 

A.  The city council shall require the applicant for a special use permit under this article, 

owner or user of the property on which the pit or excavation is located, to post a cost 

bond with surety acceptable to the city or cash escrow in such form and sum as the city 

council shall determine, with sufficient surety running to the city, conditioned to pay the 

city the extraordinary cost and expense of managing or repairing, from time to time, any 

highways, streets or other public ways where such repair work is made necessary by the 

special burden resulting from hauling and travel, in removing material from any pit or 

excavation, the amount of such cost and expense to be determined by the city engineer; 

and conditioned further to comply with all the requirements of this chapter, and the 

particular permit, and to pay any expense the city may incur by reason of doing anything 

required to be done by any applicant to whom a permit is issued. 

 
The city council, for failure of any person to comply with any requirements made of him 

in writing, under the provisions of this chapter, as promptly as the same can reasonably 

be done, may proceed to such requirement to be complied with and the cost of such work 

to be taxed against the property, whereon the pit or excavation is located or the city 

council may at its option proceed to collect such costs by an action against the entity to 

whom such permit has been issued and its sureties. 

 
B. In addition to the bond required in subsection (a), the applicant for the permit shall post a 

performance bond of at least $100,000.00. The amount may be greater based on the city 

engineer's recommendation. The performance bond shall be executed by a corporate 

surety company authorized to do business in the state. The performance bond shall be 

used for the active areas for which a pe1mit is granted and conditioned upon full 

performance of the terms and conditions of this chapter by the applicant and/or owner of 

the premises described in the permit application. The bond shall remain in effect for at 
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least one year after the expiration of the pe1mit. The bond shall guarantee the required 

restoration of the entire site. 

 
151.74 AGREEMENT TO HOLD CITY HARMLESS 

No person shall open, operate or maintain mineral extraction facility or engage in mineral 

extraction on a subject property without an agreement with the city, saving the city free and 

harmless from any and all suits or claims for damage resulting from negligent excavation, 

removal or storage of minerals or operation of any mineral extraction facility within the city. 

 
151.75 FEES AND APPLICATIONS. 

151.75.01. Annual fee required. An annual fee will be required for the Interim Use 

Permit. Such fee shall be established by council resolution as adopted from time to time. 

 
151.75.02. Inspection and review permit fee. The inspection and review permit fee shall 

be established by council resolution adopted from time to time. 

 
151.75.03. Denial of Permit. In the event an application for the issuance of a permit is 

denied, the city council shall retain such amount of said fees as shall be necessary to defray 

costs of engineering and legal services incurred by the council in connection with such 

application and the balance, if any, shall be returned to the applicant. 

 
151.75.04. Reimbursement of city for engineering and legal services. In the event of the 

cost of engineering and legal services exceeds the permit fee, then and in that event the 

applicant shall, upon notice from the city, reimburse the city for the same within 30 days. 

 
151.75.05. Form of application. The application shall be in such form and shall furnish 
such information as shall be required by the city council. 

 
151.76 INSPECTIONS. 

The city engineer shall inspect operating gravel mining pits twice a year, May 1st and 

November Ist, to confirm compliance with this Ordinance. Written reports shall be submitted to 
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the city administrator within 30 days following each of these inspections. The Engineer shall 

inspect and certify as compliant or, if deficient, note the deficiency and corrective action to be 

taken pursuant to a checklist to be developed by the engineer and the City to ensure compliance 

with this ordinance. 

 
151.77. CONDITIONS OF PERMIT. 

151.77.01. Hours of Operation. Operation shall be conducted only between the hours of 

7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, unless specifically authorized by the 

City. No mineral extraction or manufacturing shall take place on holidays. In cases of public 

emergencies, the City Clerk may extend hours of operation. It is the specific intent of this 

section that no crushing, loading, hauling, or engine startup activity of any kind shall take 

place on or upon any area or subject property other than during those hours specified above. 

 
151.77.02. Fencing or Berm: Where deemed necessary by the City, a fence or berm may be 

required prior to the commencement or as a condition of the continuous operation of any 

Mineral Extraction or Manufacturing operation enclosing the area authorized by the 

applicable permit. If required, the fencing must have a minimum of two (2) single strand 

wires with posts a maximum of twelve (12) feet apart and at least four (4) feet in height. The 

berm must be a minimum of thirty (30) inches high and six (6) feet in width at the base. 

 
151.77.03. Screening. The applicant or owner shall plant suitable and fast-growing 

screening trees which shall be a minimum of six feet high placed in two rows, staggered with 

trees not more than ten feet apart in each row, reducing unsightly view of the operations and 

reducing noise and dust. 

 
151.77.04. Access Roads. All access roads will be of a sufficient length from a public road 

so that any turns onto the public road can be completed with a margin of safety. All access 

roads shall be maintained so as to minimize noise and dust from vehicles using such access 

road. 
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151.77.05. Dust Control. The Operator shall utilize all practical means to reduce the amount 

of dust cause by the operation. In no case shall the amount of dust or other particulate matter 

exceed the standards established by the MPCA pollution control agency and the United 

States EPA. 

 
151.77.06. Noise. Maximum noise levels at the perimeter of the Operation will be consistent 

with the standards established by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and the United 

States Environmental Protection Agency. 

 
151.77.07. Air Quality. All activities on the Subject Property will be conducted in a manner 

consistent with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency's standards. 

 
151.77.08. Maximum slopes. During the entire period of operations, all excavations other 

than the working face shall be sloped on all sides at a maximum ratio of one foot horizontal 

to one foot vertical, unless a steeper slope shall be approved by the city. Where excavations 

are adjacent to a public roadway or other right-of-way, or the property adjacent to the 

excavation, the excavation shall have a maximum four to one slope. Slopes adjacent to or 

contiguous to bodies of water shall be sloped at a maximum of six to one. 

 
151.77.09. Setbacks. The following setbacks shall apply: 

a. No mining shall take place within one hundred (I 00) feet of any property lines, road 

right-of-way or easement; 

b. No part of the operation shall be within five hundred (500) feet of any occupied 

structure not owned by the Operator or Owner and existing at the time of the original 

permitting. 

 
151.77.10. Limits of Excavation. No more than ten (10) acres shall be open to active 

mining. For each additional five (5) acre area to be mined, five (5) acres of previously mined 

area must be reclaimed. The processing area shall be no more than  ten (10) acres. 
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151.77.11. Noxious Weeds. The Operator shall utilize all practical means to reduce and 

prevent the growth of noxious weeds. 

 
151.77.12. Spillage on Public Roadways. Spillage of material on and damage to public 

streets used as haul roads shall be cleaned up and repaired to the satisfaction of the City 

Engineer in a timely manner. 

 
151.77.13. Water pollution. Operators shall comply with all applicable state pollution 

control agency regulations and federal and Environmental Protection Agency regulations for 

the protection of water quality. No waste products or process residue, including untreated 

wash water, shall be deposited in any lake or natural drainage system, except that lakes or 

ponds wholly contained within the extraction site may be so utilized. 

 
151.77.131. Topsoil preservation. All topsoil shall be retained at the site until complete 

rehabilitation of the site has taken place according to the rehabilitation plan. 

 
151.78. RECLAMATION. 

151.78.0 I. All mining sites shall be reclaimed immediately after mining operations cease. 

Reclamation shall be complete within one (1) year. The following standards shall apply: 

I) The peaks and depressions shall be graded and backfilled to a surface which will 

result in a gentle rolling topography in substantial conformity to the land area 

immediately surrounding. All interior slopes shall be graded to a maximum of 4:I. 

2) The slope to adjacent prope11ies shall be four foot horizontal to one foot ve11ical (4/1) 

of mined areas; 

3) Reclaimed areas shall be surfaced with six (6) inches of soil of a quality at least equal 

to the topsoil of the land areas immediately surrounding; and 

4) The topsoil shall be seeded, sodded or planted with legumes and grasses. Trees and 

shrubs may also be planted, but not as a substitute to grasses and legumes. Erosion 

control measures must be implemented until ground cover is established. 
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151.78.0011. Standards for filling and compaction. Prior to reclamation, the operator 

shall provide to the city engineer the location, area, and depth of the land before and after 

the anticipated activity. Such activity and the materials used shall be subject to the 

following: 

151.78.0012. Prior to such activity, the operator shall submit an engineering analysis of the 

proposed fill and compaction method to the city engineer. Side slopes of the excavation 

shall 

 
be graded to a maximum 1:1 slope prior to the placement of fill and achieve a maximum 

final slope of 4:1 after filling operations are complete. 

 
151.78.0013. Unless otherwise approved by the city council, materials including, but not 

limited to, organic soils and debris (topsoil, peat, muskeg, muck, stumps, roots, logs, brush, 

etc.), demolition debris (broken concrete or bituminous fragments, brick, lumber, metal, 

etc.) and any other solid or hazardous wastes shall not be used as fill in reclamation. 

 
151.78.0014. Imported materials used as fill in reclamation shall consist of mineral soils 

which typically demonstrate a minimum soil bearing capacity of 1,500 psf and are suitable 

for building foundations. 

 
151.78.0015. The top ten feet of all fill areas shall be compacted by mechanical equipment 

as the fill is placed, unless otherwise approved by the council, to a minimum of 95 percent 

of maximum density for a particular soil as determined by the Standard Proctor method. 

 
151.79.00 PERMIT RENEWAL 

Operations in compliance with the Interim Use Permit may renew the permit on an annual 

basis. Renewal applications must be submitted to the City on or before February 1 of each year. 

 
151.80.00 TERMINATION OF PERMIT. 

151.80.01. Violations. The Council may terminate an Interim Use Permit for violation of 

this Ordinance, or a condition of this permit, or for violation of other applicable laws. 
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151.80.02. Notice to Terminate. To terminate a permit, the Council shall give notice of the 

violation or other cause for termination along with an order that the condition be remedied. If 

the condition has not been repaired within two (2) weeks, the Council shall hold a hearing to 

determine whether the permit should be terminated. 

 
151.80.03. Cease Operation Upon Termination. No mining shall take place after the 

permit is terminated. 

151.81.000 PENALTY 

151.81.01. Violation a misdemeanor. Any person, firm or corporation who violates or who 

fail to comply with any of the provision of this ordinance or who make any false statement or 

omission in any document required to be submitted under the provisions shall be guilty of a 

misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished not more than the maximum penalty for 

a misdemeanor as prescribed by state law. 

 
151.81.02. Each day an offense. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a 

separate offense. 

 
151.80 ENFORCEMENT. 

 
Shall be pursuant to Chapter 151.99, as amended. 
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8. New Business

Variance

 

 

Files Attached

• Variance - water and sewer in development.pdf 

• Vergas Ordinances 51.017, 51.018 and 52.06.pdf 
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§ 51.017  RESTRICTIONS ON WASTEWATER DISPOSAL FACILITIES. 
 

Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, it shall be unlawful to construct or 
maintain any privy, privy vault, septic tank, cesspool or other facility intended or used 
for the disposal of wastewater. 
 
Penalty, see § 51.999. 
 
 
§ 51.018  MANDATORY INSTALLATION OF SERVICE CONNECTION TO PUBLIC SEWER. 
 

(A) Existing Structures within 200 feet of Public Sewer.  The owners of all houses, 
buildings, or properties used for human occupancy, employment, recreation or other 
purposes from which wastewater is discharged, which are situated within the city and 
adjacent to any street, alley, or right-of-way in which there is now located, or may in 
the future be located, a public sanitary sewer of the city, shall be required at the 
owner's expense to install a suitable service connection to the public sewer in 
accordance with provisions of this ordinance within 365 days of the date the public 
sewer is operational; provided, the public sewer is within 200 feet of the structure 
generating the wastewater. 

 
(B)  New structures.  All future buildings or structures that will generate waste 

water, which are to be constructed on property adjacent to or within 200 feet of the 
public sewer, shall be required to immediately connect to the public sewer.  If sewer 
connections are not made pursuant to this section, the city shall serve an official ten-
day notice instructing the affected property owner to make the connection. 

 
 (C)  Structures Where Service Not Previously Available.  As the public sewer 
becomes available to a property serviced by a private wastewater disposal system, a 
direct connection shall be made to the public sewer within 365 days, in compliance 
with this chapter, and within 35 days thereafter any septic tanks, cesspools, and similar 
private wastewater disposal systems shall be cleaned of sludge.  The bottom of any 
such private wastewater disposal system shall be broken to permit drainage, and the 
tank, pit, or vault shall be filled with suitable material.  The public sewer system will 
be considered available when the property to be serviced is adjacent to the public 
sewer or when any structure on the property that generates waste water is within 200 
feet of the public sewer. 
 
Penalty, see § 51.999. 
 
§ 52.06  CONNECTION TO SYSTEM REQUIRED; USE OF PRIVATE WELLS. 
 

(A) Connection Mandatory. Except where municipal water is not available, it 
shall be unlawful to construct, reconstruct, or repair any private water system which is 
designed or intended to provide water for human consumption.  Private wells, to 
provide water for other than human consumption, may be constructed, maintained and 
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continued in use after connection is made to the water system; provided, there is no 
means of cross-connection between the private well and municipal water supply at any 
time.  Hose bibbs that will enable the cross-connection of the two systems are 
prohibited on internal piping of the well system supply.  Where both private and city 
systems are in use, outside hose bibbs shall not be installed on both systems. 
 

(B) Existing Dwelling Unit or Buildings.  Each lot, piece or parcel of property 
in the City of Vergas, abutting on any street, avenue or alley in which a municipal water 
main is laid, and having an existing dwelling unit or any other buildings thereon, is 
required to be connected with the municipal water system of the City not later than 
November 1, 2010, or within three (3) months after a municipal water main is 
constructed provided the dwelling unit or building is served is within 200 feet of the 
edge of the street closest to the dwelling unit or building.   
 

(C) New Dwelling Unit or Buildings.  Each lot, piece or parcel of property in 
the City of Vergas, abutting on any street, avenue or alley in which a municipal water 
main is laid, and upon which a new dwelling unit or any other buildings is to be 
constructed, is required to be connected with the municipal water system of the City 
provided the dwelling unit or building served is within 200 feet of the edge of the street 
closest to the dwelling unit or building. 
 

(D) Failure to Connect. Should the owner of any premises having access to the 
municipal water system as provided in this section fails to connect said premises with 
the municipal water system, the Council may cause such connection to said premises 
to be made upon an authorized representative of the City giving the owners 30 days 
written notice.  The cost of said connection charges shall be assessed against the owner 
of said premises and if not paid within 30 days may be certified to the County Auditor 
to be collected in the same time and manner as real estate taxes against said property.  
Said assessment and connection charge shall be payable in three equal annual 
installments with one year’s interest at the rate established pursuant to § 52.50 and 
one year’s interest at the rate established pursuant to § 52.50 to be added to each 
subsequent installment on the unpaid balance.  
 

(E) City’s determination. Where new homes or buildings do not have water 
available to the property, the City shall determine whether and under what conditions 
the municipal water system will be extended to serve the property. 
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