
City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

Call to Order1.

Citizens' Concerns2.

Agenda Additions and Deletions3.

Approval of Consent Agenda
a. Council Minutes of the April 13, 2021 
b.  Board of Review Minutes
c. Bills paid between Council meetings and Council bills
d. Liquor Store bills for April 2021
e. General Fund/Special Revenue Money Market Account Report 
f.  2021 Investment Schedule/Bond Schedule
g.  Budget Reports
    1.  General Fund
    2.  Water Fund
    3.  Sewer Fund
h. Late water/sewer bills
i.  Elimination of Development Policy Form
j.  Citizen Concern Form
k. Vergas Lion's LG220 MN Lawful Gambling Permit
 

4.

Board of Review5.

Proposals Involving City Property6.

Veterans Memorial
Vergas Veterans Memorial Committee.
Vergas Veterans/Concerned Citizens 

7.

Construction Permits
a.  230 East Frazee Ave - Veterans Memorial Park
b.  230 East Frazee Ave - Pickleball Courts
c.  360 South Pelican Ave - 4 insert windows

8.

105 Main Street-Small Cities Development Program9.

City Attorney10.

Committee Reports
EDA/HRA Commissiona.

Event Center Advisory Boardb.

Park Advisory Boardc.

Personnel Committeed.

Planning Commissione.

11.

Staff Reports
Utilities Superintendent Reporta.

Liquor Store Manager Reportb.

12.

Information & Announcements
Board of Review,  May 25, 2021 11:00,  (Mayor, Council & Lammers) Event Center and on zooma.

MN Clerks & Finance Conference-June 15-18, 2021 (Lammers) St Cloudb.

 League of MN Cities Annual Conference June 22-25 (Mayor, Council & Lammers) onlinec.

13.
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 Board of Review Training Opens July 1, 2021 (All Council Members)d.

 Household Hazardous Waster Mobile Collection July 9, 2021 10 am -2 pm (Volunteers needed) e.

 MN Rural Water Conference – Aug.24-26, 2021 (DuFrane) St Cloudf.

 Clerks Advanced Academy-September 23-24, 2021 (Lammers)g.

Municipal Beverage Association (MMBA), September 25-28, 2021 (Lammers) Arrowwoodh.

Adjournment14.
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3. Agenda Additions and Deletions

 

 

Files Attached

• tax application vergas and OTC.pdf 

• 20210507_Spring2021_Report_Signed-reduced Gravel Pit Compliance Report.pdf - Gravel Pit Compliance Report
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Bunkowksi Gravel Pit Compliance Report 

 

Vergas, Minnesota 

KLJ Project 2104_00530 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The purpose of this compliance report is to determine if the current Bunkowski Gravel Pit is in 
compliance with the City of Vergas Ordinance NO. 2017-001 “151.70 Excavation, Mining and Gravel 
Pits”. As a consultant for the City of Vergas, KLJ Engineering surveyed the gravel pit property and 
developed maps to obtain excavation areas, setback distances, and surface grades. These 
measurements were compared to the requirements outlined in the City Ordinance 2017-001 to verify if 
the property is in compliance or if any violations exist.  

We conclude that the Bunkowski Gravel Pit, owned and operated by Marks Sand and Gravel Co., is 
currently out of compliance with the City of Vergas Ordnance No. 2017-001 Revision 2 titled “151.70 
Excavation, Mining, and Gravel Pits”. Two setback distances and the processing area are in violation at 
the time of the detailed inspection and reporting process. The violations are summarized below: 

 One (1) setback violation located in the south pit along the east and south west property line 
off East Looney Lane.  
 

 One (1) setback violation located in the south pit along the south boundary of the pit within 
500’ of the nearest structures. 
 

 Processing area size in excess of maximum allowed size. 

The limits of excavation for “Active Gravel Pit” are currently less than the maximum areas allowed, 
thus in compliance with the ordinance.  

We recommend that the pit be brought back into compliance with the Ordinance prior to the next 
inspection scheduled for the spring of 2022.  

While reviewing the site, it appears that Mark’s Sand and Gravel has been working to correct the 
previous violations but has not fully completed the restoration. Along the southern boundary, the 
excavated slope within the setback has been filled in to comply with the slope requirements adjacent 
to the property lines. Similarly, along the east edge of the southern pit, stockpiles have been worked 
to remove the slope violation. While the slopes have been worked to meet compliance, the area does 
not appear to have been topsoiled and seeded. With a spring survey, it is difficult to tell if any new 
vegetation is present and therefore has been included in the open gravel pit calculation. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The Bunkowsli gravel pit located in the City of Vergas, Minnesota was originally established in the late 

1960s and is currently owned by Marks Sand & Gravel for the purposes of extracting non-metallic 

minerals. A location map of the Bunkowski Gravel Pit can be found in Appendix A, and a copy of the 

contract for deed which contains the legal description of the property can be found in Appendix B. The 

aggregate mined from this pit will be used for various road construction projects throughout the region 

over a 20-year planned period. 

Figure 1 – Bunkowski Gravel Pit 

 

The purpose of this compliance report is to determine if the current gravel pit is within compliance 

with the City of Vergas Ordinance NO. 2017-001 Revision 2 “151.70 Excavation, Mining and Gravel Pits”. 

A copy of this ordinance can be found in Appendix C. The City of Vergas passed the ordinance to 

regulate existing and future mining operations, to ensure proper land utilization and to protect public 

health, life and general welfare.  

Marks Sand & Gravel Co. has submitted an application or an interim use permit, found in Appendix D, 

for the continued use of the mine within city limits. The City of Vergas has approved the application 

and has granted Marks Sand & Gravel an interim use permit, found in Appendix E. 

MINE DESCRIPTION  
The gravel pit is located on the northeast corner of East Looney Lane and South Pelican Ave on the 

south side of Vergas. The property boundary encompasses approximately 140 aces. Currently, 26 acres 

have been mined or have been stripped in preparation for mining or stockpiling. Approximately 45 

acres have been designated for mining operations in the future. The mining operation consists of 

striping and stockpiling topsoil, excavating material using front end loaders, bobcats, and dozers, 

loading material on tri-axial dump trucks and semi-trucks, and hauling offsite.  
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Figure 2 - Edge of Active Mining Area 

 

Phasing Plan 
Marks Sand & Gravel plans to continue mining operations in the southern area of the existing pit until 

resources are exhausted. The excavated side slopes will be regraded to meet the maximum slope 

criteria. Topsoil will then be spread over the areas that have been completely mined as they are 

reclaimed.   

SITE REQUIREMENTS 
The City of Vergas Ordinance NO. 2017-001 Revision 2 “151.70 Excavation, Mining and Gravel Pits” 

outlines several requirements for gravel pits located within city limits to follow. Conditions on 

maximum slopes, minimum setbacks and limits on excavation are summarized below.    

Maximum Slopes 
During the entire period of operations, all excavations other than the working face shall be sloped on 

all sides at a maximum ratio of one foot horizontal to one foot vertical, unless a steeper slope shall be 

approved by the city. Where excavations are adjacent to a public roadway or other right-of-way, or the 

property adjacent to the excavation, the excavation shall have a maximum four to one slope. Slopes 

adjacent to or contiguous to bodies of water shall be sloped at a maximum of six to one. 

 

Table 1 - Required Slopes 

Location: Maximum Slope (H:V) 
Operating Areas other than Working Face 1:1 

Adjacent to Public Roadways or Other Properties 4:1 

Adjacent to Bodies of Water 6:1 
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Figure 3 - Excavation Slopes 

 

Setbacks  
The following setbacks shall apply: No mining shall take place within one-hundred (100) feet of any 

property line, road right-of-way or easement; No part of the operation shall be within five hundred 

(500) feet of any occupied structure not owned by the Operator or Owner and existed at the time of 

the original permitting. 

Table 2 - Required Setbacks 

Location: Minimum Setback 

Property Lines, Road Right-of-Way, or Easements 100 Feet 

Occupied Structure 500 Feet 

 

Limits  of Excavation 
 
Active Gravel Pit/Active Mining: Max. 10 Acres 
No more than ten (10) acres shall be opened as an “active gravel pit’ or “active mining. The terms 
“active gravel pit” and “active excavation” shall mean any area where topsoil or overburden has been 
removed and the excavation of earthly deposits or minerals is currently taking place or has taken place 
within the last 6 months. Generally, active gravel pits are characterized by deeply excavated areas 
with steep side slopes. Active gravel pit areas may also include the stockpiling and storage of sand, 
gravel, and other materials. No more than ten (10) acres shall be open to active mining as defined 
by “active gravel pit” or “active mining”. For each additional five (5) acre area to be 
mined, five (5) acres of previously mined area must be reclaimed. 
 
Processing Area: Max. 5 Acres 
No more than five (5) acres shall be utilized for processing as defined as a “processing area”. The term 
“Processing Area” refers to any area used for stockpiling and storage of sand, gravel and other 
materials, as well as any area with machinery used to crush, wash, mix, compound, and to treat 
dirt, sand, gravel, rocks, or similar products into consumable products such as construction 
grade sand, gravel and similar products. This area does not include asphalt plants and concrete 
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ready-mix plants. In the event that the processing area is moved, shifted, or relocated the previous 
area shall immediately be reclaimed or actively mined and shall than be classified as an “active gravel 
pit” area. 
 
Idle Excavated Area: Only Pre-existing areas  
The term “Idle Excavated Area” refers to any area where topsoil or overburden has been removed for 
the purposes of mining operations of earthly deposits or minerals, yet the area has remained idle and 
no active excavation or material processing has taken place within the past (1) year. Only pre-existing 
areas classified as “idle excavated areas” will be allowed. No new land shall be classified as such. 
“Active gravel pit” areas cannot be classified as “idle excavated areas”. 
 

INSPECTION 
The City of Vergas has requested that KLJ Engineering perform inspections of the Bunkowski gravel pit 

each year to verify compliance with the City of Vergas Ordinance NO. 2017-001 “151.70 Excavation, 

Mining and Gravel Pits”. KLJ conducted their survey and inspection of the site on April 20th, 2021. The 

Gravel Pit Inspection – Field Report can be found in Appendix F.  

Process 
KLJ utilized a combination of traditional survey methods and aerial drone surveying to obtain an aerial 

image and a ground surface file of the property. Several passes of the drone over the property were 

necessary to obtain an accurate image and surface elevations within the site.  

Figure 4 - Drone Control Point 
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REPORTING 
The aerial image and surface files were imported into AutoCAD Civil 3D software to analyze and 

measure the current properties of the mining operation. Detailed maps were produced showing active 

mining areas, disturbed areas, property lines, and setbacks. A map of the current conditions can be 

found in Appendix G. 

Results  
A detailed review of the site with its current conditions was conducted. Two (2) pits were discovered 

and measured within the overall mining area. Pit areas are classified as deeply excavated areas with 

steep side banks and no restoration or reclamation work complete. The south pit is classified as “Active 

Mining” and has an area of 7.0 acres. The north pit has an area of 6.2 acres and has not been actively 

mined since at least 2017 and is classified as an “Idle Excavated Area”. The total area that is currently 

classified as a steep sloped pit is 13.2 acres.  

It was discovered that several requirements of the City ordinance are not in compliance. The eastern 

and southwest limits of the south pit violate both the 100 ft property setback and 500 ft structure 

setback requirements. A map showing the setback violations can be found in Appendix H, a map of the 

maximum slope violations can be found in Appendix I. Additionally, it appears that the processing area 

as expanded beyond the limits provided in the ordinance. 

The setback violations noted were discovered in the south pit. The most severe violation is a setback 

infringement along the property lines.  

Excavation Area Classification: Acres Limit 

Active Gravel Pit 6.6 Acres 10 Acres 

Processing Area 5.4 Acres 5 Acres 

Idle Excavated Area 6.2 Acres - 

Total Open Gravel Pit 26.3 Acres - 

A comparison of the spring 2020 and spring 2021 ground surfaces of the south ‘active mining’ areas 

were analyzed to obtain the total amount of material mined from the gravel pit. The table below 

shows the amount of excavation taken from the gravel pit.  

Material Quantity  Cubic Yards 

Cut (excavation) 67,125 CY 

Fill (embankment)  36,451 CY 

Net 30,675 CY 

 

Appendix J has been included to identify the areas within the south “active mining” area that have 

been excavated or filled from the previous review. It should be noted that the areas within the 100’ 

property setback lines have been modified by both excavation and filling (stockpiling) of materials. It 

does not appear that any of the area has been reclaimed.  

 

CONCLUSION 
As described above, the Burkoswki Gravel Pit is in violation of their permit and the City of Vergas 

Ordnance No. 2017-001 titled “151.70 Excavation, Mining, and Gravel Pits”. There are two areas of 
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setback violations and a violation in land use for the “Processing Area” size. The land use limitations 

for “Active Excavation” is currently within compliance.  

Recommendations  
It is recommended that Marks Sand & Gravel correct the violations outlined in this report using its own 

company means, methods, techniques, sequences, or procedures for all work located within the gravel 

pit property. These areas would then be smoothly graded, top-soiled, and seeded as described in the 

application for interim use permit submitted by Marks Sand and Gravel.  

Figure 5 – Mining Operations 

 

Summary 
The conclusions and recommendations within this report were developed based on observations and 

measurements from aerial imagery and surface contours. It is anticipated that moderate grading and 

reclamation efforts will be required to correct the current violations prior to the next inspection 

scheduled for spring 2022 prior to the start of the pit being utilized. Fixing these violations will ensure 

that the land is properly utilized and will protect the public’s health, life and general welfare. 
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     GRAVEL PIT INSPECTION – FIELD REPORT 

SHEET 1 OF 2  

 

LOCATION: Vergas MN Gravel Pit 

DATE: 04/20/21 

DAY: Tuesday 

OWNER: Marks Sand & Gravel 

  Contact: Jeff Hatlewick 

   O: 1-218-736-7523 

   C: 1-218-766-6977 

KLJ Project #: 2104-00530 

KLJ Personnel: D. Tell 

 

WEATHER REPORT 

Weather Conditions: Partly Cloudy, Overcast 
Temp. (high/Low): 36°F, 23°F 

Wind: (low, moderate, 
high) 

Moderate 

Soil (dry, wet, 
saturated) 

Dry 

 

OWNERS CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 

Mining Operations: N/A 
Mining Personnel: N/A 

Mining 
Equipment/Class:  

N/A 
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     GRAVEL PIT INSPECTION – FIELD REPORT 

SHEET 2 OF 2  

 

MINING ACTIVITY OBSERVED: (truck traffic, active mining, crushing, hauling, etc..)  

Equipment loading aggregate onto trucks, trucks hauling through yard. 

 

NOISE LEVELS: (high, mod, low, no noise) 

Low 

 

DUST LEVELS: (high, mod, low, no dust) 

Low 

SITE CONDITIONS: (open cut/disturbed areas, stockpile locations, perimeter 

boundary, new trees/fence, screening berms, use of water to control dust, steep 

slopes) 

Piles had been formed/moved since visiting 1 year prior. Large, deep open cut 

remains on West edge of Property. 

 

 

 

 

 

SURROUNDING PROPERTY CONDITIONS: (Ex. Roadways, haul roads) 

Trucks hauling on road and moderate civilian traffic. 

 

 

VISITORS:  

INSPECTOR: D. Tell 
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Bunkowski Gravel Pit – Compliance Report  Appendix J 

 

 

Appendix J Fill & Excavation Areas – 

South Pit      
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C KLJ 2021

GRAVEL PIT COMPLIANCE REPORT
CITY OF VERGAS

ISSUE DATE

DRAFTED

PROJECT NUMBER

REVIEWED

VERGAS, MINNESOTA 2104_00530

05/06/2021APPENDIX J - FILLED & EXCAVATED AREAS - SOUTH PIT
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

4. Approval of Consent Agenda

a. Council Minutes of the April 13, 2021 
b.  Board of Review Minutes
c. Bills paid between Council meetings and Council bills
d. Liquor Store bills for April 2021
e. General Fund/Special Revenue Money Market Account Report 
f.  2021 Investment Schedule/Bond Schedule
g.  Budget Reports
    1.  General Fund
    2.  Water Fund
    3.  Sewer Fund
h. Late water/sewer bills
i.  Elimination of Development Policy Form
j.  Citizen Concern Form
k. Vergas Lion's LG220 MN Lawful Gambling Permit
 

 

 

Files Attached

• 4-7-19 Board of Review.pdf 

• 2021 Council Bill Listing .pdf 

• 5-11-2021 Claims List for Approval.pdf 

• 2021 Liquor Store BIll Listing-April.pdf 

• General Fund Special Revenue Money Market Account Report.pdf 

• 2021 Investment Schdule Bond Schedule.pdf 

• 2021 General Fund Budget.pdf 

• 04-13-2021 Council Minutes.pdf 

• Utility Billing AgedBalance_05042021 (1).pdf 

• developement-policy-form (5).pdf 

• Citizen Concern Form.pdf 

• Lion's LG220 Permit.pdf 

• 2021 Water Budget.pdf 

• 2021 Sewer Budget.pdf 
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CITY OF VERGAS 

Board of Review 

Wednesday, April 07, 2021 1:00 P.M. 

 
The City Council of Vergas met for the annual board of review at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 7, 20219 in the Smart Room  in 

the Vergas Event Center and on zoom with the following members present:  Mayor Julie Bruhn , Council Members, Logan 

Dahlgren, Paul Pinke, Bruce Albright and Natalie Fischer. Absent: none.  Also present: Clerk-Treasurer Julie Lammers, Otter 

Tail County Assessor Joel Dulski, Appraiser Assessor Dawn Swisher, Chuck Boehm, Maynard Johnson, Shawn Day and 

Myles Flateland.   

 

Mayor Julie Bruhn called the meeting to order. 

 

County Assessor’s reviewed rate changes for the City of Vergas and Otter Tail County.  

 

General Assessment Information: 1. 2021 market values are based upon sales activity from 10-1-19 to 9-30-20. 2. The 

Minnesota Department of Revenue requires a sales ratio of 90% to 105%. 3. Lake rate changes (see 2021 Lakeshore Rates in 

shared folder). 4. Green Acres/Rural Preserve applied to land that exceeded $1400 per acre (classification affected are 

High/Low Woods $2,600/$1,600 per acre and High Pasture $1600). 5. Rural Building Sites were increased (Gravel Site- 

$18,000 to $23,000, Tar Site- $20,000 to $25,000). 6. For taxes payable in 2021, the first tier-value limit for ag went from 

$1,900,000 to $1,890,000. 

 

Frontage on Long Lake starting rate from $1,300.00 a foot to $1,700.00 a foot based on sales.  Off water in the City rate did 

not change.   

 

The following properties contacted the County Assessor Joel Dulski prior to the meeting: 

 

Parcel   Address  Notes   Recommendations 

82000990258000  1020 Scharf Ave 2 lots but only 1ft  Give standard size adjustments to 95  

of saleable as structure is on both lots 

 

8200500039000  818 Scharf Concern over increase Land qualities. Similar to  

82000990207000  Rail Car     neighboring properties.  Rail car is  

valued as cabin grade.  No change. 

 

82000990173000  116 Park View  Value bare lot Quantity -10% $140,000 from $160,500 

 

82000990179000  104 Park View  Value bare lot Quantity -15% $156,800 from $188,200 

 

 

82000990178000  106 Park View  Value bare lot Quantity -15% $156,800 from $188,200 

 

82000990226000  92 Park View  Value bare lot Quantity -15% $140,900 from $168,600 

 

82000500036001  Maynard Johnson  Value  Not viewed prior to meeting. 

82000990201000  Lake Resort 

 

 

Charles Boehm, 116 Park View Dr, stated he just purchased property and does not feel the property value has increase since 

his purchase of the lot.  Motion by Fischer, seconded by Pinke to approve a -15% adjustment for 1020 Scharf Ave.  Motion 

passed unanimously. 

 

Maynard Johnson, 802 Scharf, reviewed his property and the amount the value has risen over the past years.  Assessor Dulski 

stated he has not been able to view prior to meeting.  Council decided they would reconvene the meeting after Dulski 

reviewed the parcel. Motion by Albright, seconded by Fischer to reconvene meeting on Tuesday, April 27, 2021 at 1:00 pm.  

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Shawn Day property owner of  251 1st Avenue questioned the solid waste special assessment.  Everyone in Otter Tail County 

pays for solid waste.  Questioned parcel 82000990100000 valued at $121,300 and he did not question value just questioned 

why it stated not available for 2020.  Due to road vacation 2020 value was not available.   
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Motion by Albright, seconded by Pinke to approve a -15% adjustment for 104 Park View Drive, 92 Park View, and 106 Park 

View Drive.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Motion by Pinke, seconded by Fisher to approve a standard size adjustment to 95 feet of saleable as structure the for 1020 

Scharf Ave.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Reviewed 818 Scharf and Dulski recommended no change.  Motion by Albright, seconded by Pinke to have no change at 818 

Scharf.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

The meeting was recessed for continuation on Tuesday, April 27, 2001 at 1:00 pm.  

 

CITY OF VERGAS 

Board of Review 

Tuesday, April 27, 2021 1:00 P.M. 

 

 
The City Council of Vergas met for the annual board of review at 1:00 p.m., Tuesday, April 7, 20219 in the Smart Room  in 

the Vergas Event Center and on zoom with the following members present:  Mayor Julie Bruhn , Council Members, , Paul 

Pinke, Bruce Albright and Natalie Fischer. Absent: Logan Dahlgren.  Also present: Clerk-Treasurer Julie Lammers, Otter 

Tail County Assessor Joel Dulski, Dawn Schwisser, Maynard Johnson and John Theissen.   

 

Mayor Julie Bruhn reconvened the meeting to order. 

 

The following properties contacted the County Assessor Joel Dulski prior to the meeting: 

 

Parcel   Address  Notes   Recommendations 

 

82000500036001  Maynard Johnson  Value  Adjust depth, reduce quality -5%, 

82000990201000 Lake Resort    give shape adjustment on entire  

parcel adjust cabins, add for new tar in 2020.   

Proposed from $662,900 to $560,100. 

 

 

82000500038000  860 Scharf Ave    2 parcels in this appeal, currently  

82000990211000  John & Thomas Thiessen   both parcel valued as 1 and sharing value 

        (95% on front 5% on back lot)   

  

 

8200500038000  John & Thomas Thiessen   Reworked land to size and shape of this parcel 

        only adjusted value change from $442,200 to 

        $432,500.00     

 

82000990211000  Thomas Thiessen    Back lot not owned by same owners as front t.   

   Connie Thiessen    Value as site at .38 acres and change class to 20AO 

   Jackie Glines    proposed value change from $17,700 to $6,000.00 

 

Motion by Albright, seconded by Fischer to accept the deduction proposed for parcel 82000500036001 and 

82000990201000.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

Discussed the amount of value for lots along the lake.  Reviewed 860 Scharf Avenue regarding both lots.  Motion by 

Albright, seconded by Pinke to accept proposal of 860 Scharf Avenue back lot.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion by 

Fischer, seconded by Pinke to accept proposal of 860 Scharf Avenue front lot.  Motion passed unanimously.   

 

 

The business for which the meeting was called having been completed, the meeting was adjourned at 2:06 p.m.  

Clerk-Treasurer Julie Lammers, CMC 
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CITY OF VERGAS 

Bill Listing for  April 16  to May 11, 2021

VENDOR DESCRIPTION TOTAL

Adobe Reader All Depts., Computer Program 16.10

City of Vergas Payroll 4,654.37

Internal Revenue Services 2021 Withholding Tax 1,575.38

Lake Region Electric Sign, electricity 12.67

Microsoft All depts., Office 365 21.48

MN Dept. of Revenue Sales Tax 86.00

MN Dept. Revenue 2021 Withholding Tax 254.40

Public Employees Retirement  Assoc. Payroll 1,138.50

Vergas State Bank Shazam Card 1.00

  Total for bills paid between Council Meetings $7,759.90
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DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescriptionVendorDate

4/11/2021 To 5/11/2021Date Range : 

5/11/2021Claims List for ApprovalCity of Vergas

$1,448.62 54076Employees Health 

Insurance Premium, May 

2021

Blue Cross Blue Shield of 

Minnesota

05/11/2021

Clerk $180.07 100-41405-131-

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$317.14 601-49440-131-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$317.14 602-49490-131-

Highways, Streets & Roadways $317.14 100-43110-131-

Parks $317.13 100-45210-131-

$41.43 54077Gen, LS, Postage and 

petty cash

Cash05/11/2021

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $40.36 100-41010-200-

Liquor Store - Manager - 

Off-Sale

$1.07 609-49751-200-

$217.98 54078Employee, insurance 

employee reinbursed

Colonial Life05/11/2021

Clerk $58.12 100-41405-999-

Liquor Store - Manager - 

Off-Sale

$159.86 609-49751-999-

$20.49 54079Water  & Sewer, meters 

and operating parts

0169

Core & Main LP05/11/2021

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$10.24 601-49440-530-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$10.25 602-49490-530-

$111.00 54080Gg, legal ads Event, adFrazee-Vergas Forum05/11/2021

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $56.00 100-41010-350-

EVENT CENTER $55.00 100-45110-340-

$135.58 54081Parks, suppliesDacotah Paper Company05/11/2021

Liquor Store - Manager - 

Off-Sale

$135.58 609-49751-211-

$75.00 54082St, Park, Wtr, Swr, 

reimbursement for cell 

phone

Michael DuFrane05/11/2021

Highways, Streets & Roadways $18.75 100-43110-321-

Page 1 of 5Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014
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DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescriptionVendorDate

4/11/2021 To 5/11/2021Date Range : 

5/11/2021Claims List for ApprovalCity of Vergas

Parks $18.75 100-45210-321-

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$18.75 601-49440-321-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$18.75 602-49490-321-

$25.00 54083Park, St, Phone 

reimbursement

Matthew Engebretson05/11/2021

Parks $12.50 100-45210-321-

Highways, Streets & Roadways $12.50 100-43110-321-

$14.85 54084Wtr, Swr, LocatesGopher State One Call05/11/2021

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$7.42 602-49490-210-

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$7.43 601-49440-210-

$159.41 54085Event, 2021 utilityGreat Plains Natural Gas 

Company

05/11/2021

EVENT CENTER $159.41 100-45110-380-

$877.09 54086Wtr, chemicalsHawkins, Inc05/11/2021

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$877.09 601-49440-218-

$212.00 54087Engineering services-KLJ Engineering LLC05/11/2021

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $212.00 100-41010-303-

$675.00 54088Yard Waste, concrete 

block

Kost Materials05/11/2021

YARD WASTE $675.00 100-43128-210-

$100.93 54089St, operating suppliesL & M Supply, Inc.05/11/2021

Highways, Streets & Roadways $100.93 100-43110-211-

$151.81 54090Street, operating fuelLakes Area Co-operative05/11/2021

Highways, Streets & Roadways $151.81 100-43110-210-

$31.40 54091Yard Waste, lighting & 

power for camera

Lake Region Electric 

Cooperative

05/11/2021

YARD WASTE $31.40 100-43128-380-

Page 2 of 5Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014
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DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescriptionVendorDate

4/11/2021 To 5/11/2021Date Range : 

5/11/2021Claims List for ApprovalCity of Vergas

$295.72 54092Str, suppliesNapa Auto Parts05/11/2021

Highways, Streets & Roadways $295.72 100-43110-210-

$301.15 54093Event, 2021 service 

Inspection

Nardini Fire Equipment 

Co.,Inc.

05/11/2021

EVENT CENTER $301.15 100-45110-400-

$75.00 54094All Departments, cell 

phone reimbursement

Julie Lammers05/11/2021

Clerk $25.00 100-41405-321-

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$25.00 601-49440-321-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$25.00 602-49490-321-

$45.00 54095MCFOA DuesMonica Hennessy 

Mohan, MCFOA Treasu

05/11/2021

Clerk $45.00 100-41405-345-

$275.00 54096Clerk, 2021 ConfernceSt Cloud State University05/11/2021

Clerk $91.66 100-41405-330-

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$91.67 601-49440-330-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$91.67 602-49490-330-

$69.06 54097Employee short term 

Insurance

Madison National Life Ins 

Co, Inc

05/11/2021

Parks $11.50 100-45210-130-

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$23.03 601-49440-130-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$23.03 602-49490-130-

Clerk $11.50 100-41405-130-

$93.69 54098All Depts, operating 

supplies

Olson Oil Co.05/11/2021

Highways, Streets & Roadways $93.69 100-43110-210-

$1,903.07 54099All depts, utilityOtter Tail Power 

Company

05/11/2021

Street Lighting $690.59 100-43160-380-

EVENT CENTER $308.92 100-45110-380-

Page 3 of 5Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014
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DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescriptionVendorDate

4/11/2021 To 5/11/2021Date Range : 

5/11/2021Claims List for ApprovalCity of Vergas

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$501.39 601-49440-380-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$172.19 602-49490-380-

City Shop $107.96 100-43010-380-

Parks $122.02 100-45210-380-

$445.00 54100Legal FeesPeloquin, Jenson PLLC05/11/2021

City/Town Attorney $445.00 100-41610-304-

$19.00 54101Event Center, CleaningProductive Alternativies05/11/2021

EVENT CENTER $19.00 100-45110-300-

$148.25 54102All depts, Office Supplies 

Inv149754141

Quill Corporation05/11/2021

GENERAL GOVERNMENT $148.25 100-41010-200-

$113.00 54103Water & WW, ChemicalsRMB Environmental 

Laboratories, Inc

05/11/2021

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$113.00 601-49440-218-

$19.88 54104Parks, parts suppliesRDO Equipment 

Company

05/11/2021

Parks $19.88 100-45210-210-

$305.35 54105Shop & Event, garbage 

pick up

Steve's Sanitation, Inc.05/11/2021

EVENT CENTER $106.36 100-45110-384-

City Shop $198.99 100-43010-384-

$175.00 54106Wtr, Swr, supportSoftline Data, Inc05/11/2021

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$87.50 601-49440-400-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$87.50 602-49490-400-

$1,545.00 54107WWTF, Parks, suppliesTEAM LAB05/11/2021

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$420.00 602-49490-210-

Parks $1,125.00 100-45210-210-

Page 4 of 5Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014
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DetailAccount NameAccount #TotalClaim #DescriptionVendorDate

4/11/2021 To 5/11/2021Date Range : 

5/11/2021Claims List for ApprovalCity of Vergas

$275.00 54108Water,  annual 

inspection of pumps & 

wells

Thein Well05/11/2021

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$275.00 601-49440-210-

$192.13 54109All Depts, suppliesVergas Hardware05/11/2021

Highways, Streets & Roadways $68.17 100-43110-210-

Parks $86.34 100-45210-210-

Water Utilities - Administration 

and General

$23.43 601-49440-210-

Sewer Utilities - Administration 

and General

$14.19 602-49490-210-

Total For Selected Claims $10,592.89 $10,592.89 

DateBruce E Albright City Council/Town Board

DateJulie A Bruhn City Council/Town Board

DateLogan  M Dahlgren City Council/Town Board

DateNatalie K Fischer City Council/Town Board

Page 5 of 5Report Last Updated: 08/29/2014

Page 89 of 143



City of Vergas Liquor Store Checks Paid in April 2021

Vendor Description Total

Alexandria Freight Freight $36.75

American Bottling Company $239.50

Artic Glacier $165.85

Artisan Beer Company  $946.80

Arvig Communications Phone, Tv, Security $264.32

Bellboy Corp $373.43

Bergseth Bros 10,772.22

Beverage Wholesalers 3,639.95

Breakthru Beverage MN Wine and Spirits 2,833.87

City of Vergas Payroll 2,817.58

City of Vergas Water/Sewer 59.87

Colonial Life Employee reimbursed Insurance 239.79

Dacotah Paper Company 255.24

Datamann, Inc Computer Support 24.80

D-S Beverage 7,528.02

Henry's Food's Foods Inc 1,030.77

Internal Revenue Service 2021 Withholding Tax 765.03

Johnson Brothers Liquor Co 1,313.75

Menards supplies 22.99

MN Dept. of Revenue Sales Tax 3,852.00

MN Dept. Revenue 2021 Withholding Tax 94.17

Otter Tail Power Company Utility 406.78

Paustic Wine Company 983.00

Phillips Wine & Spirits 310.36

Public Employees Retirement  Assoc. Payroll $492.80

Tweeton Refrigeration Cooler Maintenance 135.50

Vinocopia 78.00

Wine Merchants 209.59

Total $39,892.73

April Receipts 47,599.46

April Operating Income (Loss) $7,706.73

2021 March Balance 4,706.66

2021 Total Operating Income (Loss) $12,413.39
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General Fund/Special Revenue Money Market Account

2020 Balance Interest

2021 

Interest

2021 

Purchased 2021 sold

City Shop 3,040.27 2.94% 1.00 

Easements 5,210.95 5.04% 1.71

Event Center 27,422.08 26.50% 9.02

General 10,453.80 10.10% 3.44

Park 13,206.83 12.76% 4.34

Sand Seal (Seal Coating) 23,844.83 23.04% 7.84

Sidewalk 11,851.35 11.45% 3.90

Street Improvements/Equipment 8,457.64 8.17% 2.78

  Balance $103,487.75 100.00% $34.03 $0.00 $0.00

34.03

***Committed total should not drop below $110,000 or be above $165,000 at the end of the year.

West Central Initiive Account

1/1/2021 Interest Donations Purchases

04/30/2021 

Balance

Veterans Memorial 0.00 0.00 2,510.00 0.25 2,509.75

Event Center 8,649.35 0.22 0.00 8,000.00 649.57

Trails, Parks & Recreation* 53.54 0.00 1,040.82 0.00 1,094.36

Economic Development 15,312.96 0.41 0.00 0.00 15,313.37

24,015.85 0.63 3,550.82 8,000.25 19,567.05

*this includes pickleball funds
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2021 Sold

04/30/2021 

Balance

3,041.27 

5,212.66 

27,431.10 

10,457.24 

13,211.17 

23,852.67 

11,855.25 

8,460.42 

$0.00 $103,521.78 ***
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City of Vergas

Investment Schedule

2021

Account 

Number 12/31/20 Purchase Sold

Interest 

Earned 04/30/21 Interest Rate

Maturity 

Date

General Fund 325657 103,487.75 0.00 0.00 16.73 103,504.48 0.10 MMDA

Street Debt Service 2006 19919 9,921.23 0.00 0.00 0.00 9,921.23 1.40 2/24/2022

Sewer Reserve 19753 26,656.77 0.00 0.00 0.00 26,656.77 0.50 6/27/2022

Sewer and Water Debt Service 19759 37,060.94 0.00 0.00 102.76 37,163.70 0.55 7/17/2021

Liquor Fund 20097 71,077.30 0.00 0.00 0.00 71,077.30 0.35 6/11/2021

     Totals 248,203.99 0.00 0.00 119.49 248,323.48 

City of Vergas

Bond Schedule

2021

Title
Purchase 

Date Beg.  Balance Sold Date

Interest 

Rate Bank

Maturity 

Date

Balance 

12/31/2020

Interest 

Due 

12/31/2021

Total Due 

12/31/2021

General Obligation Improvement 

Refunding Bonds, Series 2015A 42353 299000 0.02425

Vergas State 

Bank 2/1/27 245,052.75 33,263.00 278,315.75

2009 Gen. Obligation Water/Sewer 

Refunding Bonds 39973 475000 0.04086 US Bank N.A. 1/1/23 187,150.00 83,352.50 270,502.50
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General Obligation Improvement 

Refunding Bonds, Series 2019A 43627 985000 0.03096

Northland 

Trust 

Services, Inc 2/1/40 985,000.00 366,645.72 1,351,645.72
                        Total $1,759,000.00 1,417,202.75 1,900,463.97
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2021 

Approved 

9/8/2020 

Budget
Year to Date 

4/30/2021

General Property Taxes (31000) 229,149.00 887.15

Penalties & Deling Taxes (31900) 0.00 0.00

10% Gaming Fee (31311) 3,000.00 0.00

Gravel Permit 7,000.00 0.00

Intoxicating On-Sale Liquor (32110) 6,900.00 0.00

Non-Intoxicating Malt Liquor (32115) 150.00 0.00

Set-Up License (32116) 500.00 0.00

Cigarette Licenses (32117) 175.00 0.00

Conditional Use/Variance Permit (32205) 0.00 300.00

Construction  Permit (32210) 2,000.00 1,150.00

Golf Cart Permit (32213) 140.00 100.00

Recycling Center (32215) 8,500.00 4,513.00

Dog Licenses (32240) 575.00 120.00

Intergovernmental Aid (33404) 131.00 0.00

Federal Grants and Aids (33101) 2,000.00 0.00

State Aids/Fire Relief (33390) 10,000.00 0.00

Local Government and Aids (33401) 37,431.00 0.00

County Grants & Aids for Hwys (33610) 0.00 0.00

Charges of Services (34005) 300.00 405.86

General Government (34100) 0.00 0.00

Fire, Reimbursed (34210) 24,000.00 25,217.95

Recreation (36217) 3,500.00 0.00

Miscellaneous Revenues (36200) 0.00 0.00

Interest Earnings (36210) 100.00 0.00

Rent/Municipal Building (36217) 6,000.00 2,500.00

Rent/Event Center (36225) 5,000.00 1,740.00

Event Center other related charges  (36227) 0.00 8,000.00

Contributions & Donations (36230) 2,000.00 375.00

Refunds & Reimbursements (36233) 5,000.00 31.06

LMCit/Dividends (36235) 3,000.00 0.00

Liquor Store Transfer (39201) 25,000.00 0.00

Total Receipts $381,551.00 $45,340.02

GENERAL GOVERNMENT Workers Compensation 0.00 0.00

(41000) Office Supplies (200) 1,678.00 0.00

Operating Supplies (210) 150.00 75.85

Repair & Maint. Supplies (220) 400.00 87.73

Auditor (301) 2,900.00 0.00

Postage (322) 300.00 0.00

Telephone 4,000.00 0.00

Dues (345) 900.00 0.00

Printing & Publishing (350) 3,000.00 0.00
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Insurance (360) 2,500.00 1,029.60

Repair & Maintenance (400) 250.00 0.00

Improvements (530) 1,000.00 0.00

Office Equip & Furnishing & IT.(570) 1,000.00 0.00

Refund & Reimbursements 0.00 0.00

   Total General Government $18,078.00 $1,193.18

Legislative (Council/Board) Wages and Salaries (100) 4,200.00 2,104.51

(41100) Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. (122) 1,000.00 444.26

Workers Compensation 0.00 0.00

Office Supplies (200) 0.00 0.00

Travel, Mtgs & Schools 750.00 350.00

Operating Supplies (210) 0.00 0.00

Insurance (360) 200.00 100.00

  Total Legisative $6,150.00 $2,998.77

Executive (Mayor/Manager) Wages and Salaries (100) 1,200.00 255.28

(41300) Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. (122) 350.00 73.94

Workers Compensation 0.00 0.00

Volunteer Appreciation 300.00 0.00

Dues (345) 30.00 0.00

Travel, Mtgs & Schools 1,500.00 0.00

  Total Executive $3,380.00 $329.22

Total General Government 27,608.00 4,521.17

Clerk (41400) Wages and Salaries (100) 17,000.00 5,548.09

Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. (122) 12,000.00 3,191.52

Health/Life Insurance (131) 2,700.00 723.60

Telephone 300.00 100.00

Workers Compensation 400.00 0.00

Travel, Mtgs & Schools 1,200.00 0.00

Legal Services (41600) Attorney (304) 7,500.00 4,797.50

Elections (41410) Wages and Salaries (100) 0.00 0.00

Office Supplies (200) 0.00 0.00

Travel, Mtgs. & Schools (211) 0.00 0.00

Total Clerk, Legal services and Elections 41,100.00 14,360.71

Public Safety (42000) Part-Time Employees (103) 0.00 0.00

Fire (42200) Pensions-Relief Assoc. (120) 0.00 0.00

Workers Compensation 4,000.00 0.00
Insurance (360) 6,000.00 0.00
V-CDH Budgeted amount 12,500.00 5,809.26
Miscellaneous (430) 0.00 0.00
Reimbursed Expenses (810) 0.00 25,767.95

Total for Public Safety, Traffic, Fire 22,500.00 31,577.21

City Shop (43000) Operating Supplies (210) 200.00 19.48
Repair & Maint. Supplies (220) 200.00 0.00
Small Tools & Minor Equip (240) 1,000.00 0.00
Internet (321) 804.00 0.00
Insurance (360) 500.00 0.00
Utility Services (380) 3,000.00 720.00
Repair & Maintenance Service (400) 500.00 1,362.98
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City Share/Assessments 1,000.00 0.00
Improvements (530) 1,000.00 0.00

Total For City Shop 8,204.00 2,102.46

Highways, Streets & Roadways Wages and Salaries (100) 13,959.00 9,603.80
(43100) Part-Time Employees (103) 13,365.00 0.00

Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. (122) 10,500.00 5,608.15
Health Insurance (131) 3,500.00 1,279.13
Workers Compensation (150) 200.00 0.00
Office Supplies (200) 200.00 0.00
Operating Supplies (210) 7,000.00 2,715.97
Travel, Mtgs, & Schools 300.00 0.00
Repair & Maint. Supplies (220) 1,500.00 1,178.72
Small Tools & Minor Equip (240) 500.00 0.00
Employee Clothing Allowance (245) 300.00 49.95
Engineer (303) 10,000.00 776.50
Telephone 375.00 125.00
Insurance (360) 3,000.00 200.00
Repair & Maintenance Service (400) 3,500.00 153.76
Seal Coating (410) 7,500.00 0.00
Improvements (530) 17,000.00 15,016.98
Other Equipment (580) 25,000.00 0.00

Sidewalk Repair & Maintenance (400) 3,000.00 0.00
Ice and Snow Removal (43125) Part-Time Employees (103) 0.00 0.00

Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. (122) 0.00 0.00
Operating Supplies (210) 0.00 0.00
Fuel/Lubricants (212) 0.00 0.00
Sand & Salt 1,000.00 0.00
Repair & Maintenance (400) 0.00 0.00
Snow Removal (415) 0.00 0.00
Capital Outlay 5,000.00 0.00

Total for Ice Control, Sidewalks, Ice Control 126,699.00 36,707.96

Recycling  Center (43218)
Wages and Salaries (100) 6,000.00 2,050.68
Pensions/PERA (121) 4,000.00 1,141.26
Repair & Maintenance (220) 25.00 454.72
Office Supplies (200) 300.00 0.00
Printing & Publishing (350) 40.00 0.00
Street Lighting (380) 650.00 0.00
City Share/Assessments 500.00 0.00
Improvements (530) 10,000.00 5,941.98

Total for Recycling Center 21,515.00 9,588.64

Street Lighting (43160) Utility Services (380) 10,000.00 3,159.31

Event Center (45100) Part-Time Employees (103) 500.00 0.00
Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. (122) 100.00 0.00
Professional Services 2,000.00 359.80
Workers Compensation 0.00 0.00
Office Supplies (200) 150.00 0.00
Operating Supplies (210) 2,500.00 98.51
Travel, Mtgs, & Schools 0.00 0.00
Repair & Maint. Supplies (220) 1,500.00 0.00
Clothing Allowance 0.00 0.00
Telephone 0.00 0.00
Security Services (300) 2,000.00 0.00
Advertising 1,500.00 262.25
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Insurance (360) 2,000.00 0.00
Rug Rental (370) 1,000.00 478.87
Utility Services (380) 6,000.00 2,138.17
Rubbish Service (384) 1,500.00 422.34
Repair & Maintenance (400) 2,000.00 103.10
City Share/Assessments (440) 700.00 0.00
Improvements (530) 20,000.00 6,847.61
Refunds & Reimbursements 0.00 1,728.40

Total for Event Center 43,450.00 12,439.05

Parks (45200) Wages and Salaries (100) 17,000.00 4,226.59
Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. (122) 11,500.00 2,233.23
Health Insurance (131) 3,500.00 1,288.22
Workers Compensation 450.00 0.00
Engineering 0.00 0.00
Office Supplies (200) 100.00 0.00
Operating Supplies (210) 7,000.00 914.06
Telephone 375.00 125.00
Travel, Mtgs, & Schools 400.00 0.00
Repair & Maint. Supplies (220) 1,500.00 0.00
Employee Clothing Allowance(245) 200.00 49.95
Printing & Publishing (350) 50.00 0.00
Licenses/Permits 350.00 35.00
Insurance (360) 5,000.00 322.00
Utility Services (380) 2,500.00 425.11
Rubbish Service (384) 1,500.00 988.37
Repair & Maintenance Service(400) 2,600.00 0.00
City Share/Assessments (440) 1,200.00 0.00
Improvements (530) 18,000.00 5,941.98
Refunds & Reimbursements 0.00 0.00

Total for Parks 73,225.00 16,549.51

Cemetery (49010) Insurance (362) 250.00 0.00
Non-Expenditures Economic Development (46510) 7,000.00 7,000.00

Total Disbursements $381,551.00 $138,006.02

Difference $0.00 -$92,666.00
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CITY OF VERGAS  

COUNCIL MINUTES  

VERGAS EVENTS CENTER & ZOOM 

Tuesday April 13, 2021 

 
The City Council of Vergas met at 6:30 pm, on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at the Vergas Event Center and on a Zoom 

virtual meeting with the following members present: Mayor Julie Bruhn, Council Members: Logan Dahlgren, Bruce 

Albright, Paul Pinke and Natalie Fischer. Absent: none. Also present: Clerk/Treasurer Julie Lammers, Utilities 

Superintendent Mike DuFrane, Steve Peloquin, Vanessa Perry,  Carol Albright, Sherri Hanson,  Sydney Dahlgren, Austin Tegtmeier, Denny 

Anderson, Dennis Breitzman, John Lotzer, Henry Dietrick, Doug Sofar, Lyle Krieg, Pat Shannon, Jeff Laney, Sheila Laney, Scott 

Kolbinger, Emily Schauer,  and Barbie Porter of the Frazee-Vergas Forum. 

 

Mayor Julie Bruhn called the meeting to order. 

 

No citizens’ concerns were discussed. 

 

Motion by Albright, seconded by Fischer to accept agenda with the additions of construction permit for 136 N Broadway. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Motion by Albright, seconded by Fischer to approve the following consent agenda items:  

a. Council Minutes of the March 9, 2021  

b. Bills paid between Council meetings and Council bills totaling $54,042.28. 

c. Liquor Store bills for March 2021totaling $41,676.39. 

g. Late water/sewer bills 

Motion passed unanimously.  

 

Veterans Memorial Committee Members Dennis Breitzman, John Moltrzer, Henry Dietrick, Lyle Krieg, Doug Sofar. They spoke in 

support of the memorial.  The project was started during a pandemic they have made up brochures and they have already raised 

$30,000.00.  They need between $85,000 and $100,000 for the project.  They feel the  land is very visible by the ball field and they 

would like people to come in and enjoy the area.  They feel this is a different type of memorial than what is at the cemetery.   

Veteran Dennis Anderson stated the proposed cost of this memorial is extremely high and if you have money for veterans, it should be 

given to help veterans that are committing suicide.  For one tenth of the cost you could fix up the memorial we already have in this 

town.  Veteran Pat Shannon also stated he was opposed to the memorial by the ballfield as well.  There is no parking, and we are 

encouraging people to cross the busy street.  There is no reason you cannot update the one at the cemetery.  This location is right next to 

the railroad and highway and there is nothing peaceful about this space.  $100,000 is a lot of money and it can be spent in better ways – 

many Veterans are homeless; it could be spent there.  Austin Tegtmeier stated with the $30,000, you could use to update the  memorial 

we already have.  Bruhn reviewed the phone calls from citizens she has received regarding noisy railroad, traffic, and parking would be 

used by Skal not the memorial.  Sherri Hanson stated citizens would like to see a memorial for the veterans. It is the location they feel is 

the issue.  Breitzman responded with the comment that most people did not know we had a memorial in Vergas and this location would 

be very visible.  Shannon questioned how people could get to the memorial. Britzman stated they would be putting in parking spots.  

Proposed to regroup and talk with the citizens concerned. Bruhn stated final approval from the City will come when a construction 

permit is issued. Council has given support of the project, but the project has not been approved. Breitzman stated they would be willing 

to talk with all groups.  Bruhn asked Lammers to arrange a meeting for groups.  Shannon requested two plans so people could see a 

choice.  Both Bruhn and Dahlgren asked groups to bring suggestions to an informational meeting.  Lammers will set up an 

informational meeting for the Cemetery Board, Veteran’s Memorial and the Veteran’s concerned citizens.    

 

Motion by Dahlgren, seconded by Pinke to approve Vergas Community Club – Looney Days Committee for Parade Route, Street Closings 

- Aug. 13-15 and an On-sale Liquor License - Beer Garden - located on Railway Avenue for August 14, 2021.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Motion by Dahlgren, seconded by Fischer to approve construction permit for 421 W Lake Street for a 40x60 shed and 200 yards of Class 

5.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Motion by Albright, seconded by Pinke to approve construction permit for 116 Park View Drive to build a new home,  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Motion by Albright, seconded by Fischer to approve construction permit for 1060 E Scharf Ave for shoreline work.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 
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Discussed the request for a 10x12 shed to be put on the empty lot located at 92 Park View Drive. Owner Jeff Laney stated they plan on 

building a home within the next two years.  Motion by Dahlgren, seconded by Fisher to make an exception to the ordinance and allow the 

shed on 92 Park View Drive.  Attorney Peloquin stated that we do need to be careful, and Council is setting a precedence.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Construction permit for 88 Park View for the following: 550 sq ft paver patio, boulder wall, fireplace was discussed and sent to planning 

commission for further review. 

 

Motion by Albright, seconded by Pinke to approve construction permit for 114 Park View Drive for rip rap.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Motion by Dahlgren, seconded by Pinke to approve construction permit for 136 Main St for a sign. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Engineer Scott Kolbinger reviewed contract with KLJ Engineering Company and introduced Emily Schauer who will be helping with 

the work in Vergas.  Motion by Pinke, seconded by Albright to continue contract with KLJ Engineering for one year.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Bruhn attended the LMC Webinar: The New Normal: Economic Recovery and Resilience in your Community and reviewed 

information. Details are not yet available for funds, but we will have until 2024 to capitalize on the funding. 

 

Albright reviewed EDA/HRA meetings held on March 12, 2021 and April 7, 2021 (minutes available at the Vergas City Office). 

Albright encouraged all Council Members and citizens to attend the Annual meeting on April 21, 2021 at Billy’s Corner Bar. EDA is 

requested waiving the construction permit fee for 5 years when they add jobs and/or square footage.  They would like commercial store 

owners to be able to apply to the EDA to waive the permit fees.  Motion by Albright, seconded by Pinke to approve EDA to waive 

construction permits. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Albright reviewed Planning Commission meeting minutes of March  22, 2021 (minutes available at the Vergas  City Office).  Motion by 

Albright, seconded by Pinke to approve the Interim Use permit for Mark Sand and Gravel, raise the bond to $100,000 and approve the task 

order for $5,000 for KLJ to provide gravel pit survey.  Motion passed unanimously.  Motion by Albright, seconded by Pinke to approve 

Resolution 2021-003 (A complete text of the resolution is part of permanent public record in the City Clerk’s office) regarding Otter Tail 

County Community Development Agency community Growth Partnership Grant Program.  Motion passed unanimously.  Questioned if 

we should wait for a month before moving forward with the comprehensive plan.  Fischer and Bruhn stated the City has been working on 

comprehensive plan for 3 years and we do want to move forward with this.   This will be discussed again next month.  Townline Road 

has been being discussed and the City has not dedicated the road. We have contacted Meadowland to find the center line of the road.  

Albright has located one of the survey pins. will continue to look for the pins and we can table the spending of $950.00 for Meadowland 

to locate.  Discussed ATV’s, type 1 cannot be driven on the roads legally and type 2 can if City allows it and planning commission will 

continue to modify this to be consistent with the state and county laws.   

 

Lammers reviewed the Vergas Event Center meeting held on March 10, 2021 (minutes available at the Vergas City Office). Discussed 

approving the change in exercise fee from $20.00 to $10.00 when exercising at the Event Center. Motion by Pinke, seconded by Dahlgren 

to change the exercise fee to $10.00 a session.  Motion passed unanimously.  Lammers provided Smart Room policy.  Motion by 

Dahlgren, seconded by Fischer to accept the smart room policy with format updating.  Motion approved unanimously. 

 

Bruhn reviewed personnel committee meeting held on April 7, 2021 (minutes available at the Vergas City Office) Motion by Pinke, 

seconded by Fischer to approve hiring policy, Liquor Store Manager Job description, additional hours for part-time employee with 5-day 

coverage from utilities department.  DuFrane questioned 5-day coverage and it was explained with two employees, employees will not be 

able to  take the same day off and there would be employee coverage 5 days a week. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Sherri Hanson reviewed the Park Board meeting held on March 25, 2021 (minutes available at the Vergas City Office). Hanson invited 

everyone to the April 22 Earth Day celebration. Discussed swimming lessons and asked for Council to decide if we should 

be getting an independent contractor or having a City employee.  Current instructor is paid $35.00 per student and her 

helper is paid $15.00 an hour.  Park Advisory Board is going to review this again for next month. Have a request 

regarding renting paddle boards, kayaks, etc...  There is no ordinance regarding business at the park.  Council stated we 

would need to put it out for bid and limit it to one business which must provide liability insurance.  Hanson asked if 

Veteran’s Memorial can advertise and use City to fundraise money.  Council stated they will need to wait until conflict is 

resolved.   

Pinke reviewed Yard Waste meeting, no minutes were taken during the meeting.  Pinke, Albright and DuFrane attended the meeting.  

Currently there is a mudding problem at the yard waste and Torey Sonnenberg has removed sand and leveled off the area, he proposed 3 

inches of class 5 be placed on top of sand.  Albright does not feel this will help the issue.  Purchasing 10 barriers to direct traffic and will 

discuss looking into moving site to City Farm.   
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Utilities Superintendent Mike DuFrane provided the following: 

1. Parks 

a. Pier broke the rope. The DNR helped retrieve the pier then placed it in the location it belongs. The next day the ice shifted came 

to shore broke 4 floats and bent 4 of the 5 poles. DNR will be in this week to fix it. No charge 

2. City Farm. 

a. I have talked to Tom Falk and Felts plumbing to get estimate on clean up the house debris. Both said interested but never showed 

up. 

3. Water 

a. Hydrants are flushed. 

4. Wastewater 

a. Will be attempting to flush sewer this month. 

5. Streets 

a. Streets were swept by Detroit Lakes public works. On 4-6 

Finished on 4-8 

6. Recycle center 

a. Had arrangements with Tory Sonnenberg to pick up concrete barricades from Kost concrete. He said would be here last week but 

never showed up. We put out wood barricades for temporary barrier. 

 

Lammers reviewed Liquor Store activities. One Liquor Store employee has given notice but will not be replaced as we will 

be hiring a manager.  Received 2 quotes for boards on the side of building Schepper Custom Builders for $2,600.00 and 

Summer Construction for $5,600.00.  Awarded bid to Schepper Custom Builders. 

 

The following City meetings were mentioned: 

a.      Emergency Planning Summit April 15, 2021 (All Council Members, DuFrane) Zoom  

b. Continuation of Board of Review April 27, 2021, 1:00 pm  (All Council Members, Lammers) 

c.  MN Clerks & Finance Conference-June 15-18, 2021 (Lammers) St Cloud 

d.  Board of Review Training Opens July 1, 2021 (All Council Members) 

e.  Household Hazardous Waster Mobile Collection July 8, 2021 10 am -2 pm (Volunteers needed)  

f.      MN Rural Water Conference – Aug.24-26, 2021 (DuFrane) St Cloud 

g.  Clerks Advanced Academy-September 23-24, 2021 (Lammers) 

h. Municipal Beverage Association (MMBA), September 25-28, 2021 (Lammers) Arrowwood 

i.      League of MN Cities Annual Conference (Mayor, Council & Lammers) 

 

The business for which the meeting was called having been completed, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 

 Clerk-Treasurer Julie Lammers, CMC 
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AGED BALANCES CITY OF VERGAS
DATE: 05/04/2021     AUTHOR: VERJL22
CRITERIA: ACCT#: 0 - 999999999        NAME: 0 - Z        ZIP: 0 - 0           * includes unbilled transactions
STATUS KEY: N=NORMAL W=NEW C=CUTOFF O=CHARGEOFF I=INACTIVE F=FINAL D=DISABLED R=RENTER L=LANDLORD

Acct# Stat Customer Current Over 30 Over 60 Over 90 Balance

80 N PENNEY, JOYCE $97.40* $9.38 $0.00 $0.00 $106.78

230 N WELDON, BEN & $170.45* $56.61 $0.00 $0.00 $227.06

361 N RHONDA UEKE $109.89* $79.35 $0.00 $0.00 $189.24

550 N HOWE, JEREMIAH $79.18* $61.95 $0.00 $0.00 $141.13

621 N WOODS, CASSANDRA $105.80* $100.73 $0.00 $0.00 $206.53

Totals(5): $562.72 $308.02 $0.00 $0.00 $870.74

Page: 1
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Form approved by City of Vergas Council 7/1/2013 

 

CITY OF VERGAS 

DEVELOPMENT POLICY FORM 
 

I/we would like to be on the agenda for: 

 Council Meeting Planning Commission other _______________________ 

 

 

Please select the area in which this concern involves: 

❑    City Parks         Liquor Store       

❑ Public Utilities (Water, Sewer)  ❑   Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, Streets 

❑ Zoning/Land Use      

❑ Nuisance (please specify)                   

❑ Other (please specify) ______                  

 

 

Name   Phone                                   

Address                                  

 

Please give brief description of topic: 

            

            

            

            

            

            

             

             

             

Signature                                   

 

 

Please return completed form to the City Clerk’s Office 
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Form approved by City of Vergas Council 6/6/2011 

Updated 5/11/2021 

 

CITY OF VERGAS 

CITIZEN CONCERN FORM 
 

Please select the area in which this concern involves: 

❑ City Staff               ❑    City Parks  

❑  Property Owner   ❑    Public Utilities (Water, Sewer)   

❑  Liquor Store        ❑    Sanitary Sewer, Storm Sewer, Streets 

❑  Zoning/Land Use      

❑  Nuisance (please specify)                   

❑  Other (please specify) ______                  

 

 

All personal information will be kept strictly confidential pursuant to MN Stat 13.44 

(If no follow up is required – name/phone/address may be omitted) 

 

Name   Phone                                   

Address                                  

 

Please indicate below the concern: 

            

            

            

             

            

             

Signature of Citizen                                  

 

Office Use Only      Concern #_______________ 

Employee Handling the Concern    Date Received    

 

Action Taken            
            

            

                                                                  

 

Please return completed form to the City Clerk’s Office 
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City of Vergas

Water Fund 4/30/2021 2021 Budget

Refunds and Reimbursements 0.00

Water User Charges 32,092.97 111,789.00

Water Connection Fee 412.00 2,250.00

Water Late Fees 333.33 1,500.00

Letter Delivery Charge 0.00 0.00

Sale of Water 100.00 300.00

Replaced Parts 0.00 0.00

   Total Revenues $32,938.30 $115,839.00

Disbursements: Legislative (Council/Board)

   Wages and Salaries 1,705.27 3,600.00

   Employer Cont./Soc.Sec./PERA 375.46 800.00

   Total Acct 411 2,080.73 4,400.00

Executive (Mayor/Manager)

   Wages and Salaries 254.52 1,300.00

   Employer Cont./Soc.Sec./PERA 73.74 600.00

   Travel, Mtgs. & Schools 0.00 300.00

   Total Acct 413 328.26 2,200.00

Water Administration & General

   Wages and Salaries 10,469.12 28,990.00

   Part-Time Employees 0.00 2,400.00

   Pensions/PERA 5,976.79 8,000.00

   Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. 0.00 10,494.00

   Health/Life  Insurance 2,964.44 5,200.00

   Office Supplies 891.05 2,000.00

   Operating Supplies 95.38 2,000.00

   Chemicals & Chem Products 1,666.71 6,000.00

Professional Services 105.00 0.00

Engineer/Water Tower 2,763.00 0.00

   Repair & Maint. Supplies 0.00 1,000.00

   Auditor 0.00 850.00

  Telephone 175.00 525.00

   Travel, Mtgs. & Schools 0.00 1,500.00

   Dues 320.00 400.00

   Annual Fees 1,400.16 160.00

   Printing & Publishing 0.00 0.00

   Insurance 0.00 1,500.00

   Utility Services 1,683.22 6,000.00

   Repair & Maintenance Service 420.00 1,530.00

   Water Connection Fees 410.00 1,500.00

   Water Use Fees 0.00 200.00

Capital Outlay 18,957.00 28,990.00

   Refunds & Reimbursements 0.00

   Total Acct 494 48,296.87 109,239.00

   Total Disbursements 50,705.86 115,839.00

Difference (17,767.56) 0.00

Audit (including depreciation)

2019 2018 2016 2,015.00 2014
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(6,307.00) (7,379.00) (18,385.00) (8,189.00) (11,828.00)
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City of Vergas Sewer Fund

04-30-21 Year 

to Date  2021 Budget

Receipts:Refunds and Reimbursements $50.31 $0.00

Sewer User Charges $31,464.65 $119,331.16

Sewer Connection Fee $750.00 $2,250.00

Sewer Late Fees $1,378.89 $3,400.00

Miscellaneous Revenue $0.00 $0.00

   Total Revenues $33,643.85 $124,981.16

Disbursements:

Legislative (Council/Board)

   Wages and Salaries $1,716.58 $3,500.00

   Pensions/PERA $377.34 $650.00

   Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. $0.00 $0.00

   Total Acct 411 $2,093.92 $4,150.00

Executive (Mayor/Manager)

   Wages and Salaries $254.52 $1,300.00

   Pensions/PERA $70.74 $300.00

   Employer Cont./Soc.Sec. $0.00 $100.00

Training Expense $0.00 $0.00

   Total Acct 413 $325.26 $1,700.00

Sewer Administration & General

   Wages and Salaries $10,762.55 $28,990.16

   Part-Time Employees $0.00 $2,500.00

   Employer Cont./Soc.Sec./PERA $6,252.23 $11,596.00

   Health/Life  Insurance $1,297.79 $5,200.00

   Workers Compensation $0.00 $450.00

   Office Supplies $891.09 $2,000.00

   Operating Supplies $31.07 $5,000.00

   Repair & Maint. Supplies $50.50 $1,500.00

   Auditor $0.00 $850.00

  Telephone $500.00 $525.00

   Travel, Mtgs. & Schools $0.00 $1,500.00

   Dues $0.00 $175.00

   Printing & Publishing $0.00 $0.00

   Licenses/Permits $175.00 $850.00

   Insurance $0.00 $1,375.00

   Utility Services $850.00 $2,250.00

   Repair & Maintenance Services $907.70 $7,000.00

   City Share/Assessments $0.00 $550.00

  Small Tools $0.00 $300.00

Refunds and Reimbursements $0.00 $0.00

   Improvements $988.00 $46,520.00

   Total Acct 494 $22,705.93 $119,131.16

   Total Disbursements $25,125.11 $124,981.16

Difference $8,518.74 $0.00
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

5. Board of Review

 

 

Files Attached

• Board of Review Meeting.pdf 
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Good morning Julie, 

We just got notified that the printing company that the counties used to print and mail out 

value notices failed to send out 255 notices in the time frame required by state statute.  We 

contacted the Department of Revenue and asked for their guidance on how to handle the 

situation since this, not only affected us but a few other counties as well in the state as 

well. (Their response email is included below for your review.)  Vergas has 16 parcels that 

the owners did not receive their 2022 Valuation Notice in the timeframe required.  Due to 

this, the State is requiring us to hold another Local Board of Appeal and Equalization Meeting 

for those affected so they have an opportunity to appeal.  If I don't receive any phone calls 

this could be a short meeting, however, if any of the 16 appeals we will have to address 

it.  We need to hold the meetings the week of May 24th -28th.  I'll leave it up to you to pick 

a day and time that's convenient for you.  I am hopeful that we can just have a Zoom Meeting 

with one trained member/quorum and make it as seamless as possible.  Please let me know your 

thoughts! 

 

Joel Dulski, AMA 

Appraiser 

Assessor's Department 

Government Services Center 

505 Fir Avenue West 

Fergus Falls, MN  56537 

(218) 998-8016 Direct 

jdulski@co.ottertail.mn.us<mailto:jdulski@co.ottertail.mn.us> 

www.ottertailcountymn.us<http://www.ottertailcountymn.us/> 
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

6. Proposals Involving City Property

 

 

Files Attached

• City Property Proposal.pdf 

Page 113 of 143



City of Vergas 
Proposals involving permanent structure(s) and/or activity on city property 

 
 
INTRODUCTION:  This policy outlines the procedure for project proposals to utilize city property for 
installation of permanent structures and/or permanent activity involving city property.  This will prevent 
issues arising late into the project and ensure success.  
 
POLICY: 
1. The following procedural steps are to be followed for proposals. 
 

a. Present general concept and plan to the City Council to garner initial support for the project. 
b. When supported, the City Council will assign the project to a specific city subcommittee, city 

employee or city council member.  This is who the proposed project team will work with during 
the course of the project development and will keep the City Council appraised of project 
progress and any issues.  

c. Planning Commission will review plan to ensure compliance with zoning and ordinances.  
Project map on the proposed city property should be prepared for the Planning Commission to 
review.  

d. A final proposal plan will need to be presented to the City Council, as outlined in number 2. of 
this policy. 

e. A construction permit is a required final step.  The project does not have final approval to 
proceed until the construction permit has received City Council approval.  

 
2. Proposals need to contain the following information to allow for a thorough review by the City 

Council.  This plan is initiated at the time of proposal and updated as the project progresses. 
 

a. Who is conducting the project? 
Points of contact by name and contact information.  

b. Summary of proposed project to include purpose, plan, and overall goals.  
c. How has the project been vetted with other stakeholders to ensure community support? 
d. Which city property is proposed for the project? 
e. Anticipated cost for the project? 
f. How will the project be funded? 
g. Are there any ongoing anticipated city costs? 
h. How will the city property be specifically used? 

Map of project on city property 
Activity that will occur on the property 

i. City responsibility at conclusion of the project? 
 
3. The project team to submit final project plan and construction permit for final review and approval 

by the City Council.  

4. Minnesota Statutes Section 465.03 provides that donations to the City be accepted by resolution 
of the City of Council. 

 
Adopted this 11th day of May 2021 by the City Council of the City of Vergas 
 

___________________________ 
Julie Bruhn 
Mayor 

ATTEST: 
 
____________________________ 
Julie Lammers 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

7. Veterans Memorial

Vergas Veterans Memorial Committee.
Vergas Veterans/Concerned Citizens 
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

8. Construction Permits

a.  230 East Frazee Ave - Veterans Memorial Park
b.  230 East Frazee Ave - Pickleball Courts
c.  360 South Pelican Ave - 4 insert windows

 

 

Files Attached

• 230 East Frazee Ave-Vergas Memorial Park.pdf 

• 230 East Frazee Ave-Pickleball Courts.pdf 

• 360 S Pelican Ave.pdf 
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

9. 105 Main Street-Small Cities Development Program

 

 

Files Attached

• Goodman Request.pdf 
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

11. Committee Reports

EDA/HRA Commissiona.

Event Center Advisory Boardb.

Park Advisory Boardc.

Personnel Committeed.

Planning Commissione.

 

 

Files Attached

• 05-05-21 EDA Minutes.pdf 

• 4.22.2021 Minutes_Parks & Rec_DRAFT_pdf.pdf 

• 04-26-2021 Planning Commission Meeting minutes.pdf 

• 2021-04-14 Event Center Meeting Agenda & Minutes.docx 
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CITY OF VERGAS EDA/HRA 

Friday, May 5, 2021 

11:00 am 

Zoom Meeting 
 

The City of Vergas Economic Development Authority (EDA) and Housing Redevelopment Authority (HRA) met on 
Wednesday, May 05, 2021 at 11:00 am on Zoom and at the Vergas Event Center with the following members present Kevin 
Zitzow, Bruce Albright, Vanessa Perry, Paul Pinke, and Clerk/Treasurer Julie Lammers.  Absent: Austin Tegtmeier.  Also 
present:  Mike Summers and Barbie Porter of Vergas-Frazee Forum.  
 
Meeting was called to order by President Kevin Zitzow. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
Approve agenda with additions of land ownership. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Motion by Pinke, seconded by Perry to approve April 7, 2021 minutes.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Old Business  
The annual meeting held on April 21, 2021 was reviewed.  42 people attended the event.  Discussed the following 
considerations for next years meeting:  length of presentations and using power point presentations. Zitzow will investigate 
making power point available for next year’s meeting. 
 
Discussed the Otter Tail County Policy on Economic Development Tax Abatements.  Motion by Albright, seconded by Pinke 
to recommend to Council to approve policy on Economic Development Tax Abatements.  Motion passed unanimously. 
Discussed using the same form as the County with no fee associated with policy and documents made available to the 
County only. 
 
New Business 
Discussed the approval of waiving construction permit fees for 100 S Railway Avenue as approved by Council. Motion by 
Albright, seconded by  to approve the removal of construction fee for 100 S Railway Ave.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Discussed Land ownership and properties available for homes.  During next months meeting we will discuss the areas 
available in Vergas to build on.  Lammers will bring maps for members and have County map available on the smart tv for 
discussion.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.  
 
Julie Lammers 
City Clerk-Treasurer 
City of Vergas 
 
Council Recommendations 
Approval of Economic Development Tax Abatements policy. 
 
Follow up Actions. 
Lammers will provide maps at next months meeting to plan for development. 
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4.22.2021 Minutes from Vergas Parks & Rec Advisory Board Meeting 
 	       3:30 p.m. Vergas Event Center and ZOOM 

1. Attendance/Present: Sherri Hanson, Steph Hogan, Maggie Puetz, Carol Albright, Matt 
Erickson, Mike DuFrane. Citizens present:  Bruce Albright, Lyle and Pam Krieg, and Darin 
Trites.


      Attendance/Absent:  Julie Lammers and Paul Pinke.


2.   April Minutes were approved with a motion by Steph and a second by C. Albright.


3.   Additions to the Agenda: 
a. Budget 
b. Brick Planter 
c. Tree Planting/Peterson Park 
d. Art Walk 
e. Mulch at Playgrounds 
f. Park Dedication Fund 

4.   Weiby Property Update: Ryan Weiby has agreed to the platform plan designed by the City 
and county engineers. It will be placed next to the Boardwalk at the base of the road ditch.  
The railing that has to be removed will be added to the platform. The Council had approved the 
plan for Goettels but will need to approve it again for the new property owner, Ryan Weiby.

Lammers has contacted Summers Construction to build the platform.  A second bid is not 
required because the cost is $1000.

The Board does not object to Weiby driving on the Trail when he needs to install and remove 
his docks each season.


5.  Beach Drainage Update:  DuFrane reported several of the blocks in the parking lot at the 
beach had been moved today to decrease erosion. Some blocks cannot be moved because 
they are attached to the asphalt. A new parking lot would solve the problem, in DuFrane’s 
words. When asphalt is available he will fill in holes along the curb.

Councilman Bruce Albright added these repairs are also needed to stem erosion:

	 a. Move more of the berm and patch/fill with asphalt

	 b. Clean the drain by the shelter

	 c. Change direction of roof drainage on the shelter

Eventually, a more permanent solution will be needed for the drainage issue.

Another beach question arose:  When will the sand be put down?  Two loads will be added to 
the beach sometime in May after the road restrictions are lifted.


6.   Pickle Ball/Basketball Courts Update:  The Committee continues to fundraise.  They 
have a 4’ x 8’ sign to display at the entrance to the ball diamond which Justin Helmeke has 
agreed to install.  DuFrane asked if the sign is too big according to the sign ordinance in 
Vergas.  Hanson will check with Lammers about the ordinance.  Meanwhile, a motion by 
Hanson with a second by Hogan to install the sign if it meets City ordinance sign requirements 
was passed.

Bruce Albright asked if the court could be moved 80’-90’ north to open up more parking.

Carol Albright asked if there should be a form or contract with a checklist for projects like this.  
Sailer will try to get a copy of the one used by the Brainerd Parks & Rec Department for whom 
he worked.
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8.   Swimming Instructor:  Hanson will recommend to the Council that City Administrators be 
in charge of collecting fees for Swimming Lessons and that the Lions be asked to pay the Red 
Cross fee as they have in the past.

The Swimming Lessons program needs to be evaluated regarding fees and whether or not the 
instructor should be a contract or city employee. No direction was given by the Council at their 
last meeting.


9.   Vets Memorial Park Update:  Opposition to the location of the Park was expressed at the 
last City Council meeting.  The vets group, members of the Cemetary Association, and citizens 
who oppose the location will meet May 6 at 4:00 p.m. in the Event Center.

As a point of clarification, the Cemetary is not owned by the City.

Krieg noted that the Vets Committee has looked at the Cemetary location for their memorial 
but decided their project will be very different than the vets memorial at the cemetary; the 
memorials are two distinct kinds. Pam Krieg also mentioned she felt that people who signed 
the petition opposing the location were mislead.


10.  SOTA by Darin Trites: This company proposed renting water toys from a location in Long 
Lake Park.  A fee to the City could be a possibility but area resorts offer their location without a 
fee. After discussion, Hanson noted we would prefer that Trites do business from a location 
uptown.  Sailer noted the Brainerd parks did the same, preferring not to mix private business 
on public property except for special events.


11.  Citizens Group Update: Earth Day event went well.  Puetz has decided to take a break 
from the group this summer.  She handed out shoreline restoration information as a possible 
next project.


12.   Summary of Earth Day Event/Spring Fest: Approximately 30 children attended. Ironic 
that while Tom Franklin was planting a tree, the group in the background was cutting down 
trees.  Motion by Albright with a second by Hogan to use the remaining $150 Thrivent Funds to 
purchase plants for the shoreline restoration project.  Albright will contact Aimee DuChene 
at SWCD to attend our next meeting and discuss a restoration project. 

13.   Trimming/Park Clean Up Day:  There was an excellent turn out of volunteers on two 
separate days to clean out brush and small trees, which had been marked by Jeff Norby, 
former SWCD employee.


14.   Long Range Planning/Budget:  Bruce Albright reported the Council has not yet received 
a second grant for the Comprehensive Plan.

DuFrane has no concerns about the Budget at this time.  He noted he will buy the lawnmower 
through the State, with Council approval.


15.  Brick Planter in Tin Can Alley:  After May 1 there will not be any more memorial brick 
orders accepted.


16.  Location for Tree in Peterson Park:  DuFrane should go ahead with the purchase and 
planting of the memorial tree for D. Strand.


17.  Art Walk on the Trail:  Albright has not moved forward on this project except to think 
about a possible community art work of some kind and a rain proof display case for children’s 
art.
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18.  Mulch for Playground:  DuFrane can get 100 yards delivered from Sandstone for $1872. 
A Princeton company would charge $2363. The local provider, CrossRoads, has not responded 
to DuFrane’s call and in the past has not been willing to charge to the City.  Albright will 
contact her. DuFrane needs the information before the May 11 Council meeting.


19.   Park Dedication Fund:  Hanson is starting a conversation about a fee to be charged to 
new businesses and new home construction which would be dedicated to the Parks fund.  
Sailer explained the Brainerd Parks used their dedicated funds for new projects, not salary or 
repair.  Hanson will bring the idea to the Council


Next meeting will be Thursday, May 27, 2021 at 3:30 p.m. in the Event Center and via 
ZOOM.
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CITY OF VERGAS 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 

Monday, April 26, 2021 

6:00 pm   

Event Center & Zoom Meeting 

 
The City of Vergas Planning Commission was held on Monday, April 26, 2021 at 6:00 pm at the Vergas Event Center 

and on Zoom with the following members present: Bruce Albright, Van Bruhn, Robert Jacoby, Natalie Fischer and 

Paul Pinke. Absent: None. Also, present: Clerk- Treasurer Julie Lammers, Utilities Superintendent Mike DuFrane, 

and Barbie Porter of the Frazee-Vergas Forum. 

 

Bruce Albright opened the meeting at 6:00 pm. 

 

Addition of 330 S Pelican Avenue construction permit added to agenda. 

 

Motion by Fischer, seconded by Pinke to approve the minutes of the March 22, 2021 meeting. Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Status of Recommendation to City Council  

Interim Use Permit has been approved for Mark Sand and Gravel. The performance bond has been changed to 

$100,000 for 2022. 

Approved resolution for grant from Otter Tail County. 

 

Construction Permits 

Council approved a variance for a residence to put a shed on a property without hearing or having resident file for a 

permit.  City Attorney has advised the Planning Commission to do one of the following things:  recommend to 

Council to allow sheds of a certain size to be allowed, add to the ordinance to allow a certain size shed with a yearly 

variance until a home is build on the lot or change the ordinance to state sheds of a certain size can be placed on a 

lot for a time period. Currently the Planning Commission and the Council can approve construction permits but 

planning commission is responsible for planning and zoning.  Discussed conforming and nonconforming 

construction permits.  Motion by Fischer, seconded by Pinke to recommend to Council to have Council or Planning 

Commission to approve conforming permits but all nonconforming construction permits must be approved by 

Planning Commission.  Motion passed unanimously. Motion by Pinke, seconded by Bruhn to recommend to 

Council allow movable sheds less than 150 square feet be placed on lots without living quarters for a maximum of 2 

years. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Moved permit for 88 Park View Drive to later in the meeting to wait for owners to attend meeting. 

 

Reviewed construction permit for 100 S Railway Avenue for a commercial building.  Motion by Fischer, seconded 

by Pinke to approve permit contingent on the correct amount of parking spaces is confirmed.  Motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Reviewed 840 E Scharf Ave for a construction permit for a shed.  Motion by Pinke, seconded by Bruhn to approve 

permit. Motion passed unanimously. 

 

Reviewed 330 S Pelican Avenue construction permit for concrete deck. Motion by Pinke, seconded by Bruhn to 

approve permit once impervious surface ratio is confirmed. Motion passed unanimously. 

Old Business: 

 

Discussed nuisance properties within the City. Spreadsheet with pictures of properties were given to the Planning 

Commission by the Utilities Superintendent.  350 S Pelican Avenue is in a process to have cleaned up thru the court 

order and the City will be having a licensed inspector inspect the building.  Discussed other properties (spreadsheet 
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attached).  Discussed banner flying at 131 E Mill St which cannot be addressed due to freedom of speech.  Motion 

by Pinke, seconded by Fisher for City to send letters to all properties except 411 W Lake Street and 431 Lake St W 

unless DuFrane can get proof of non-compliance.  Motion passed unanimously.     

   

Discussed comprehensive plan and costs of providing the plan. Lammers explained she has spoken with West 

Central Initiative regarding the comprehensive plan, and they have hired two temporary employees to write 

comprehensive plans.  Planning Commission asked Lammers to investigate West Central Initiative to write 

comprehensive plan and invite them to next month’s meeting.   

 

Albright reviewed Townline Road and the City has not certified the road.  Albright has found the pins for the road. 

Discussed acquiring a 33-foot right-of-way and getting easement from property owners.  Discussed needing to pay 

for the easement and if we really need the easement.  City is unable to trim brushes without easement.  Need to 

confirm with Attorney the process to dedicate south half of Townline Road.  Motion by Pinke, seconded by Bruhn 

to recommend to Council to begin the process of dedicating the undedicated part of Townline Road.  Motion passed 

unanimously.   

 

Type one 4-Wheelers cannot legally be driven in town as they can only be driven in the ditch and we do not have 

ditches.  Type two may be driven in town if City designates roads they can drive in town.    

73.07  DESIGNATION OF PUBLIC AREAS FOR USE. 

(A)  The Council may designate areas and exclusive city streets for use of recreational motor vehicles by approval 

of a resolution by a majority of the members of the City Council. The areas designated may be changed from time 

to time by the City Council. Any area designated shall be published in the official newspaper of the city in a 

conspicuous place after the approval. If an area is changed, the change shall be published in like manner in the 

official newspaper of the city. An up-to-date map of any designated park areas open for recreational motor vehicle 

use shall be kept on file in the office of the City Clerk, who shall provide on request a copy of the map together 

with the applicable rules, regulations and this chapter to each person requesting the information from the city. 

  

(B)  Unless designated by the City Council as an area for recreational motor vehicles, the use on city park property 

and city streets shall be unlawful. Further, the use of city parks designated by the City Council shall be in 

accordance with all of the applicable provisions of this chapter. 

Penalty, see ' 10.99 

Motion by Bruhn, seconded by Pinke to recommend to Council the type two 4-wheelers are allowed on County 

Roads (the City truck routs).   

 

New Business 

Property owners of 11 lots on Eva and Diane Avenue were not present but they are asking for Assessments to be 

lowered on their property.  They were not present, so no decision was made.  

 

Lammers read our current Grass ordinance.   Ordinance §92.38 states “All property owners shall be responsible for 

the removal, cutting, or disposal and elimination of weeds, grasses and rank vegetation or other uncontrolled plant 

growth on their property, which at the time of notice, is in excess of 12 inches in height.”  Discussed if we should 

enforce the grass ordinance for landowners are stating it is for farmland.  Commissioners will consider for next 

month’s meeting. 

 

Discussed 88 Park View Drive construction permit for paver patio, boulder wall, step, fireplace and beach sand.  

Motion by Pinke, seconded by Fischer to approve construction permit for 88 Park View Drive subject to easements.  

Motion passed unanimously. Discussed the need for City employees to clean out the easement area. Discussed 

having easement staked for us to be able to see exactly where easement is.  Albright has asked Ulteig for a quote 

and asked Lammers to get an updated quote from KLJ.     

 

The next meeting will be May 24, 2021 at 6:00 pm. at the event center and on zoom.    
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Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm. 

Secretary, 

 

 

Julie Lammers, CMC Clerk-Treasurer 

City of Vergas 

 

Follow Up Actions: 

Ness Backhoe to build berm at 88 Park View Drive. 

 

Actions Completed and Removed from Follow up: 

4-wheeler laws and regulations. 

Lammers will find grants for comprehensive plan. 

Planning Commissioners decide priority list for comprehensive plan to be decided at the March meeting.   

Contact Meadowland Surveying for a better drawing of Town Line Road. 

 

Council recommendations:  

All non-conforming construction permits must be brought to Planning Commission. 

Allow temporary sheds for 2 years if under 150 square feet and building with living quarters is built within 2 years. 

Begin the process of dedicating the undedicated part of Townline Road. 

Type two 4-wheelers are allowed on County Roads (the City truck routs).   
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CITY OF VERGAS 

Event Center Advisory Minutes 

ZOOM Teleconference 

6:30 P.M. on Wednesday, April 14, 2021 

 

The City of Vergas Event Center Advisory Committee was called to order by Chairperson Logan Dahlgren on Wednesday, April 

14, 2021 at 6:33 pm with the following members present: Logan Dahlgren, Paul Haarstick, Julie Lammers, Jay Norby and Paul 

Pinke.  Absent: Vaness Perry, Jay Norby, and Mary Ditterich. Guests included: None. 

 

Approval of the Agenda 

Motion by Lammers, seconded by Haarstick to approve the meeting agenda. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Approval of Minutes from March 10, 2021 

Motion by Haarstick, seconded by Lammers to approve the minutes from March 10, 2021. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Kitchen Project Update 

Discussed the need for updating the pass-thru doors in the kitchen. There are limited funds available for capital improvements so 

the committee may need to decide between the doors and camera system. There is a possibility of support from other 

organizations. The Committee is prioritizing the projects in this order: kitchen doors, camera system, and keyless door entry. 

 

Requesting City personnel to reinstall the existing doors back in the kitchen. 

 

Remodeling Project Update 

Further progress depends on warmer weather. 

 

Smart Room 

Discussed the security system quotes and saw value in having a security company install and manage the camera system instead 

of doing a do-it-yourself approach. Motion by Haarstick, seconded by Pinke to request Council approval to purchase system 

from S&S Security Services, LLC, for $4,490 contingent upon receiving at least $2,245 in donations. Also discussed the need for 

having an additional speaker in the Smart Room. 

 

Fundraiser 

Tabling until May meeting to set date for fundraiser due to low ticket sales. 

 

Council Recommendations 

 Purchase system from S&S Security Services, LLC, for $4,490 contingent upon receiving at least $2,245 in donations. 

 

Follow up Actions 

 Haarstick – Smart Lock proposal 

 

The business for which the meeting was called having been completed, the meeting was adjourned at 7:01 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Paul Haarstick, Secretary 
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

12. Staff Reports

Utilities Superintendent Reporta.

Liquor Store Manager Reportb.

 

 

Files Attached

• May 2021 council report -Mike DuFrane.pdf 

• Thein Well - Well Insprction Report.pdf 

• Liquor Store Manager Report for May 2021 Meeting.pdf 
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May 2021 Public Utilities Report 
 
 
 
 

1. Parks 
a. Pier was fixed on 5-6-2021. 
b. Boat dock will be put in the lake this week. 
c. Bath house will be opened when chance freezing is not in the forecast. 

2. Water 
a. Wel Inspection Report attachment enclosed. 

3. Wastewater 
a. Discharge is going on schedule. 
b. Phosphorus discharge level 4.21 mg/l. This is high. Discharge limits should be 1mg/l. We do 

not have phosphorus limit on discharge yet as we are discharging into the infiltration basins. 
If we were to discharge in the wetlands this is not acceptable. 

4. Recycle center. 
a. blocks have been placed. We only got 9 of them we will be adding as they are available. 

5. Roads 
a. Roads have been graded, by Driveway Service.     
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Liquor Store Manager Report: 

Financial: 

April Sales $5,444.46 below April 2020, $4,209.15 above 2019 

April Expenses $6,915.11below April 2020, $11,363.70 below 2019 

Annual Balance of $16,010.22 above of 2020 and $13,138.02 above 2019 

Profit for 2021 is currently $11,573.87. 

Employees:   

One employee has left employment –currently at 5 part-time employees. 

Employees are being swore at and harassed regarding masks (especially on weekends).   

After speaking with other liquor store managers, I have changed policy for employees to give masks to 

customers who request a mask.  We have signs up regarding executive order on both of doors and on 

the electronic sign. All employees are required to wear masks when more than 1 person is in the store.   

Building:  

The outside wall is being replaced and will continue to watch for leaks.  Started clearing out an area for a 

manager’s office and hope to have liquor store committee meeting soon to being assembly of office.   
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City Council 
2021 May Council Meeting 

Vergas Event Center and Zoom Id number 267-094-2170 (password 56587) 
6:30 PM on Tuesday, May 11, 2021 

13. Information & Announcements

Board of Review,  May 25, 2021 11:00,  (Mayor, Council & Lammers) Event Center and on zooma.

MN Clerks & Finance Conference-June 15-18, 2021 (Lammers) St Cloudb.

 League of MN Cities Annual Conference June 22-25 (Mayor, Council & Lammers) onlinec.

 Board of Review Training Opens July 1, 2021 (All Council Members)d.

 Household Hazardous Waster Mobile Collection July 9, 2021 10 am -2 pm (Volunteers needed) e.

 MN Rural Water Conference – Aug.24-26, 2021 (DuFrane) St Cloudf.

 Clerks Advanced Academy-September 23-24, 2021 (Lammers)g.

Municipal Beverage Association (MMBA), September 25-28, 2021 (Lammers) Arrowwoodh.
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