Street/Sidewalks/Yard Waste Committee Meeting Minutes
Government Services Center
August 28, 2024

1.) A meeting of the Vergas Streets/Sidewalks/Yard Waste (SSYW) Committee was held on
Wednesday, August 28, 2024 at 2:00 PM at the Vergas Government Services Center. Present
was Bruce Albright and Paul Pinke, Vergas City Council; Julie Lammers, City Clerk; Mike
DuFrane, Utility Superintendent; and Dwight Lindberg, Citizen Attending via Zoom was Blaine
Green, Widseth. Albright called the meeting to order at 2:07 PM.

2.) Agenda Additions/Deletions. Albright wanted to add Glenn Street (ST), West (W) Lake ST,
Approved.

3.) Minutes for the07/10/24 SSYW Committee meeting was presented. Motion by Pinke to
approve, seconded by Albright, approved.

4.) Parking Lot Paving. The project preliminary hearing was held by the Council on 08/14/24.
The next step would be to order preparation of the plans and specifications. It was suggested
that maybe the Strom drain should be extended to Hanson’s parking lot. Lammers will follow
up with Hanson’s and Paul Bruhn regarding their interest in the grading/paving project. There
will be a final assessment hearing, after bids are opened. Motion by Pinke to recommend to
the Council that they direct Widseth to prepare the plans and specifications. Seconded by
Albright, approved.

5.) Yard Waste. We’ve had problems recently with fires at the wood disposal site. The
Committee talked about adding cameras, and they felt until violators are fined, the infractions
problem won't stop. Lindberg said the City of Perham hired retired people to man their site
during limited open hours. The reason the current camera doesn’t work is the fact that we
have no wifi service at the site. Lammers said we’ve issued over 270 permits this year.
Albright and DuFrane will investigate the deer camera idea. The Fire Department will charge us
$250 to put out the fire. The complainant plans to attend a future Council meeting to further
discuss this subject.

6.) Ordinance Updates. Albright still needs to review Section 7. Lammers said she’s been
busy, and there are still some ordinances that need to be reviewed by the Council.

7.) Budgets. The SSYW Committee spent considerable time at their 07/10/24 meeting, going
over this agenda item. We’ll see what the Budget Committee does with our recommendations.
DuFrane will get numbers about leasing or purchasing a skid steer loader. He felt it would have
a number of applicable uses, including leveling of the sand down at the beach, The Committee
recommended that he get numbers for our review.

8.) Glenn ST. The approach for Loren Menz has been installed, but he work has not been
finished (black dirt/seeding). The quote for the work was about $1,800. DuFrane and Green
toured the site, and did a cleanup list, before the City can accept the road. Another site
inspection is scheduled for Friday, September 6, 2024, at 9:00 AM. The contractor has started
work on the cleanup list. DuFrane said “dust guard” was applied that portion of the ST
currently in city limits. Albright thanked him. Lammers has checked on Township policies
regarding the use of dust guard, and who pays for the application. The Townships all vary. We
need to change our road policies, if we want the affected landowners to pay a portion of the
costs.



08.28.24 Page 2 of 2

9.) W Lake ST. Albright has chatted with Brad Syltie, Chair, Candor Township (TWP) about the
“joint” use road. Syltie questioned how the TWP its involved? They have three (3) residents
who live on the end of the road that are not within the city limits of Vergas. It’s unsure what the
future development along Little Long Lake might be? Another option might be to annex the
homeowners into the City of Vergas. Lammers will talk with City Attorney,, Tom Winters, about
the process.

DuFrane said there is a “sink hole” forming on W Lake ST that will need to be fixed.

9.) Next Meeting. A date for the next SSYW Committee meeting was not scheduled at this
time. Committee members should check their schedules and get back to Lammers with
possible meeting dates.

10.) Adjournment. Albright adjourned the meeting at 3:31 PM.
Respectfully prepared and submitted by;
Bruce E. Albright, City Council Member

Council Recommendations:
- authorize Widseth to prepared plans and specifications for all repaving and grading
project.

Follow up Actions:
- Continue to work on budgets, and future road funding needs.
- Continue to work on City parking, Work on handicap parking spots.
- Continue to work on snow removal, sidewalk, and parking ordinances/policies to
address concerns.
- Continue to work with the Community Club on possible lighting changes for Main ST.
- Research options for W Lake ST funding. R/W acquisition. Meet w/Candor Twp.
- Status of E Lake ST and N Railway AVE R/W acquisitions. Finish process.
- Meet with Garrett Dahlgren/Heath Courynea regarding W Sunset Strip R/W.
- Finish slope work on Scharf AVE and Dianne AVE.

Future Meeting Agenda ltems:
- Alley/parking lot paving/drainage.



