
I looked up Perham’s ordinance on snow….It would be good if we did something like this….I know we 
have a little verbiage regarding snow emergency in our ordinance, but we don’t enforce it.  I do realize 
that that Mike has been working to clean up the streets and I did see Dean Harstick out by the Liquor 
Store last night but its still so messy on the sidewalks and along the curbs and I know it’s due to the 
wrong equipment to get the curbs and the requirement that businesses can’t put snow on the 
street….but we need to have guidelines on when businesses  can shovel; the only place to put it is in the 
streets.  When can that be done….and could the city either contract Dean or Kyle of ‘someone’ to clean 
the curbs or Keith suggested maybe getting a city snowblower that would blow the snow to the center 
so they could come by and clean it up after…just suggestions but something needs to be done?  We only 
have a ‘block’ of main street it should be doable; and this is not something that really happens every 
day…we just need a process and need it communicated to businesses and to the public that park on 
main street.   
 
Perham’s Website… 
SNOW  REMOVAL 
Snowplowing and sanding of streets is the major concern during the winter. The City has an 
ordinance on street parking during the winter months from November 1st. to May 1st. The 
ordinance calls for scheduled parking during a snow emergency on the odd or even side of the 
streets based upon the day’s date. For example, if the date was December 14, you would park 
on the even side of the street. If the date was December 15, you would park on the odd side of 
the street. This scheduled parking is enforced when the city has a snowfall that requires the city 
plows to be on the streets. The City’s Public Works Director or Police Chief will announce through 
the local radio station, Lakes Radio 99.5 FM or TV14 that a snow emergency has been declared. 
 
Snow plowing is done after 1-2  

 
inches of snow has fallen. The city is split into five different sections to be done by different 
equipment. Number one section is south of Main Street and west of 3rd Ave. SE. This section is 
done with the grader because this is the most heavily traveled area. In this section the grader 
starts at about 1:00AM on most snows. Number two section is north of the railroad tracks and 
west of County Road 8 N or 1st Ave. N. This section is plowed by a dump truck with a wing. The 
truck will start as early as 1:00AM, but usually starts around 3:00 or 4:00AM. Number three section 
is north of the railroad tracks and east of County Road 8 N. or 1st Ave. N. This section is done 
with a dump truck with a wing. The truck will start as early as 1:00AM, but usually starts around 
3:00 or 4:00AM. Number four section is south of Main Street and east of 3rd Ave. SE. This section 
is cleared by the grader most of the time, but may be plowed by the dump truck occasionally. This 
section is plowed after section one is completed. The number five section includes the cul-de-
sacs in the Westwind area, by the golf course, downtown public parking lots, Emergency 
Management Building, PACC parking lot, downtown alleys, stub streets downtown and 
miscellaneous areas. The loader and a 4X4 pickup clear this section. Snow removal in this section 
begins by 1:00or 2:00AM. Sanding of streets is done after the plowing. The dump truck will sand 
by schools and downtown areas before heavy traffic periods if possible. 

https://www.ci.perham.mn.us/vertical/Sites/%7B5BCEF176-6AD1-406C-A4C6-7F7D132DF5EB%7D/uploads/%7B7E4CAEB6-6329-411D-B3A9-676E6DC59D0E%7D.JPG


 
Hauling of snow from the downtown area and public parking lots usually starts the day after the 
plowing is done. The crews will start at 12:00 or 1:00AM with the grader plowing the snow into a 
row on one side of the street. Then the loader and dump trucks will start at 2:00 or 3:00AM to haul 
the snow away. The area is signed the night before to have cars off the streets or the cars will be 
towed. This is enforced. 
 
City owned sidewalks are cleaned by city crews with a snow blower and broom. The sidewalks 
cleaned by the city include in front of NP Park, the Emergency Management Building, the City 
Hall Building, in front of the City Hall Park, and the Library and Museum block. The sidewalk on 
Fox St. from 1st Ave. to 2nd Ave. SW is also cleared because foot traffic by the schools is heavy. 
 


