CITY OF VERGAS

COUNCIL AGENDA

VERGAS EVENTS CENTER

6:30 P.M. on Thursday, February 14, 2019

(Reminder the Frazee-Vergas Forum is recording this meeting and all information discussed is public information)

Additions or Deletion to Agenda 

Council Minutes of the January 8, 2019 and January 29, 2019  

Construction Permit – 131 East Main – remodel

Financial Report

a.
Bills Paid Between Council and Council Bills

b.
Liquor Store Bills for January 2019

c.  
Late Water/Sewer bills

Economic Development and Housing Authority 

Attic Shoppe

Vergas Long Lake Trail 

Event Center Advisory Report

Gravel Pit Report

2018 Street Project

a. Bid Project

b. Easement Agreement

c. Resolution regarding bond funding

Water and Sewer Meter Update

Utilities Superintendent Report

City Shop Internet

Personnel

a.  Job Descriptions

a. Utilities Superintendent

b. Maintenance Operator

c. Part time Street

d. Part time Parks

b. Position

c. Pay Equity

Mayors Minute

Information

LMC, Experienced Officials Conference – Feb. 22-23, 2019 (Haarstick, Stall and Smith) Brainerd

LMC, New Elected Officials Conference – Feb. 22-23, 2019 (Bruhn and Dahlgren) Brainerd

LMC, Loss Control Workshop, March 27, 2019 (DuFrane, Lammers, Haarstick, Smith) Fergus Falls

League of MN Cities Annual Conference June 26-28, 2019 (Mayor & Council Members, Lammers) Duluth
CITY OF VERGAS

REGULAR MEETING

Tuesday, February 14, 2019 6:30 P.M.

The City Council of Vergas met in regular session at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, February 14, 2019 in Council Chambers, Event Center with the following members present:  Mayor Dean Haarstick, Council Members Julie Bruhn, Terri Smith, Sandee Stall and Logan Dahlgren. Absent: none. Also present: Clerk/Treasurer Julie Lammers, Utilities Superintendent Mike DuFrane, Scott Kolbinger of KLJ, Engineering, Barbie Porter of the Frazee-Vergas Forum, Nicole Weldon, Jill Hoffman, Paul Bruhn, Bonnie Anderson, Keith Bunkowske, Kevin Zitzow, Jordan George, Kara George, Kathy Wouters and Jeff Hattewick.

Acting Mayor Julie Bruhn called the meeting to order. 

Motion by Smith, seconded by Stall to accept agenda with the following addition of wine license and deletion of the Utilities Superintendent report.   Motion passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Stall, seconded by Dahlgren to approve the minutes of the January 8 and January 29, 2019 meetings.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Smith, seconded by Dahlgren to approve the following construction permit:  131 East Main St remodel.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion was made by Smith, seconded by Stall to approve City bills totaling $56,677.28 and Liquor Store bills totaling $16,205.21. Motion passed unanimously.

Discussed unpaid utility bills.  Motion by Dahlgren, seconded by Stall to certify $345.34 to the property taxes on parcel 82000990051000 for their utilities.  Motion passed unanimously.
Mayor Dean Haarstick joined the meeting.
Kevin Zitzow, President of the Vergas Economic Development Authority (EDA) requested the Council wave the Water Accessory and Sewer Accessory charges for new 4-plexes or larger with in the City limits if they apply thru the Vergas EDA.  Motion by Dahlgren, seconded by Stall to waive the Water and Sewer accessory charges for all multi-unit developments of 4 or more units for the next 5 years that apply with the Vergas EDA.  Voting yes:  Dahlgren, Bruhn and Stall.  Voting no: Smith.  Motion carried.

Bonnie Anderson, owner of the Attic Shoppe requested her rental contract be changed to waive the paying of her property taxes.  As a renter, she feels the City should pay the property taxes for her business.   Motion by Smith to remove the property taxes from the Attic Shoppe lease and to include the taxes as a dividend for taxes.  Motion died for lack of second. Motion by Smith, second by Bruhn to lower the amount of the lease to $500.00 a month and the Attic Shoppe to continue to pay the property taxes with the lease beginning March 1, 2019 and continuing for 3 years.  
Motion by Bruhn, seconded by Stall to amend the motion to a term of 1 year.  Amended motion passed unanimously.  Motion passed unanimously.

Lammers reviewed the Long Lake Trail – the fundraiser at Skal raised $472.50.
Bruhn reviewed the Event Center Advisory report.

Scott Kolbinger, Engineer of KLJ, Engineering reviewed the gravel pit report.

Motion by Smith, seconded by Stall to accept resolution 2019-002 (a complete text of the resolution is part of permanent public record in the City Clerk’s office) a resolution ordering the improvements project No. 2018-2 and taking other actions related thereto.  Motion passed unanimously.  
Keith Bunkowske requested the City of Vergas add an extension of 220 feet from the cul-de-sac on the southeasterly end of Scarf Avenue for the exchange of an easement on Townline Road.  Council discussed easement agreement drawn up by our City Attorney.  Council asked for more financial information before they decide.  
Kolbinger reviewed the 2019 street project.  Paul Bruhn provided a letter to council (letter attached to minutes) regarding construction on the end of Scharf Avenue.  Members of the community who live along West Main, 3rd Avenue and Linden Street expressed their concern about the cost of the construction and asked Council to consider removing their streets from the project.   Motion by Stall, seconded by Bruhn to bid project as reviewed by Kolbinger with the bid opening of March 11, 2019 and the Council will award or reject bids at the March 14, 2019 Council meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.
Lammers updated Council on water and sewer meter reading equipment which should be here by the end of February.  When meters are installed, we will be billing in 100-gallon increments. 102 of our 196 meters were not read in January due to large amount of snow; our new meter system will prevent this from happening again. 
Lammers provided the Council with information regarding a wine licenses in Minnesota.  A Vergas business has requested a license and Lammers asked Council if they would like to allow businesses to have wine licenses and what the fee should be.  Council requested Lammers bring more information on wine licenses to next month’s meeting.  

Lammers provided the council with a list of 3 companies with internet available at the City Shop.

Motion by Smith, seconded by Bruhn to enter into a 3-year contract with Arvig for internet at the City Shop at a cost of $67.00 a month.  Motion passed unanimously.

Bruhn reviewed the Utility Superintendent and the Maintenance operator job descriptions.   Motion by Smith, seconded by Dahlgren to accept the Utility Superintendent, Maintenance Operator, seasonal snow plow operator, seasonal summer parks job descriptions.  Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Stall, seconded by Bruhn to move ahead with hiring the maintenance operator for the City of Vergas.  Council discussed how to pay for the maintenance operator position.  DuFrane was asked if the City needs a permanent part time maintenance operator position or the 2 current part time positions were better for the City of Vergas. DuFrane stated he needs a permanent year-round employee, however he offered that he and  the current seasonal street employee could finish out the winter.  Motion by Bruhn, seconded by Dahlgren to amend the motion to have the maintenance operator start May 1, 2019.  Amendment to the motion passed unanimously.  Motion passed unanimously.  Smith requested DuFrane handle the applications and interviews with the personnel committee.
Motion by Smith, seconded by Bruhn to approve the 2019 pay equity report.  Motion passed unanimously.

Haarstick reviewed mayor’s meeting information and informed council they would be meeting in Fergus Falls next month. 
The business for which the meeting was called having been completed, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

Clerk-Treasurer Julie Lammers, CMC
